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Re: York County Community Action Transportation Program 

Dear 

It is my understanding that the York County Community Action Transportation Program 
will be dissolved as of July lSI due to lack of funding. 

As a mother of a child with a disability, this program has been critical in giving my son 
access to special education services. When my son started his special education program, 
he was only able to speak one word and needed intensive physical and occupational 
therapy. Now IllY son can speak. full sentences and needs only limited occupational 
therapy services. In the fall, my son will be attending regular school and has a chance of 
a very bright future. But, none of this could be possible without this transportation. 

As a public health professional, I am very familiar with studies that demonstrate the 
importance of access to health services. These studies have shown that without access to 
services, there have been adverse outcomes for the people involved as wen as to society 
as a whole. 

The same prinCiple applies here. By denying children with disabilities the necessary 
transport to attend early intervention programs, you impede access. Many children will 
not be able to attend these schools and will not get the intervention that they need to lead 
full productive lives. 

Children, especially children with disabilities, cannot advocate for themselves. It is your 
responsibility as legislators to be a voice for them. Jeopardizing this transportation 
program is, in effect, jeopardizing many children's quality of life. 

Please consider finding the funds to subsidize this program. There are children who need 
your help. 

Best regards, 

Louise C. Meniman, :MPH 
7 Guinea Road 
Biddeford, Maine 04005 


































