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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - .
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: - Office of Management—and‘Budget 0142 B
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0142-01 Page # in Bill: 38
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]: ‘ |
General Fund
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund _ (3,500) (3,600)

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the deappropriation of funds to help offset the budget shortfall.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

This savings in the Office of Management and Budget will be generated by a curtailment in travel and other

miscellaneous administrative expenses.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (No) (No)
(please explain below)
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - .
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: : Office of Management and Budget 0142 -
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0142-01 Page # in Bill:_79
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease): \
General Fund 4,590/ (4,590) 4,777/ (4,777)
Federal Funds '

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

To provide for the transfer of All Other funds to Personal Services to fund approved reclassifications and
range changes in the Office of Management and Budget account.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:
These funds are required to upgrade an Information System Support Specialist II position (# 00-2546) to Senior

Information System Suppoit Specialist in the Division of Technology Services.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (Yes) (Yes)
(please explain below)

G:/ofpr/Bills/121%/Part 2/AFY 04-05 Part 2 Impact Form.doc

P2

voey



2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
. Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: - Office of Manag'ement~ and Budget 0142 -
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0142-01 Page # in Bill: C-16
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increasé / (Decrease):

General Fund 4,234 /(4,234) 5,670/ (5,670)

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the transfer of All Other funds to Personal Services for the reclassifications of 2 Clerk Typist

II positions to Account Clerk II positions and one Account Clerk I position to an Account Clerk II.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

The Transfer of funds from All Other to Personal Services for the range changes of support positions within the Division
of Financial Services’ Accounts Payable Unit as approved by the Bureau of Human Resources. This small unit is

responsible for processing approximately $160,000,000 in bills annually.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (Yes) (Yes)
(please explain below)

G:/ofpr/Bills/121%/Part 2AFY 04-05 Part 2 Impact Form.doc
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - .
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
. "Program Name: - OMB Operations — Re-gionﬁl 0196
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0196-01 Page #in Bill: 38
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]
General Fund 1.0 1.0
Federal Funds ’
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund 40,963 43,590

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

To provide funds for the transfer of one Clerk Typist I position established in Public Law 2001, Chapter 450
from the Bureau of Family Independence — Central account to the OMB Operations - Regional account

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

Regional support services positions usually are located in the OMB — Regional account. This position was
erroneously established in the BFI — Regional account per Chapter 450 “An Act to Increase Access to Health

23

Care”.

Does this InitiativeAhave an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (Yes) (Yes)
(please explain below)

G:/ofpr/Bills/121%/Part 2AFY 04-05 Part 2 Impact Form.doc
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - .
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: - OMB Operations -~ Re,t:{ional 0196 -
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0196-01 Page # in Bill: 80
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund : 4,068 /(4,068) 2,861/(2,861)

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

To provide for the transfer of All Other funds to Personal Services to fund approved reclassifications and
range changes in the OMB Regional Operations account.

Description of Impact on Program(s) - BE SPECIFIC:

These funds are required to upgrade several clerical support positions in the Regional Operations account. '

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (Yes) (Yes)
(please explain below)

G:/ofpr/Bills/121%/Part 2AFY 04-05 Part 2 Impact Form.doc

P5



2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
“Program Name: - Community Services Centér 0845 2
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0845-01 ' Page # in Bill: C-17
_ FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund (31,702) (31,702)

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the deappropriation of funds due to administrative curtailments within the Community

Services Center operational account.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

All Divisions within the Service Center will be impacted by reductions in funds available for supplies, printing,

and in-state conferences and other miscellaneous administrative costs.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (No) (No)
(please explain below)

. One time cost saving reductions.

G:/ofpr/Bills/121%/Part 2AFY 04-05 Part 2 Impact Form.doc
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: - Purchased Social Services 0228 B
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0228-01 Page # in Bill:_C-17
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund ‘ (99,520) (99,520)
Federal Funds 79,520 79,520
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the deappropriation of funds due to the transfer of three special needs contracts to the Social
Services Federal Block Grant and the elimination of General Fund appropriation for a Family

Preservation project that will be funded by a federal grant.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

The transfer of contracts to the SSBG (Social Services Block Grant) funding equals $79,520 each year
and thus will not have any impact on services.

The Promoting Safe and Stable Families federal grant will cover the elimination of $20,000 from the
Family Preservation project allocation in the General Fund, thus will not affect the project as costs are covered.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (Yes and No) ' (Yes and No)

(please explain below)

The contract transfer to the SSBG is one-time, while the Family Preservation Project federal 'funding is on going.
One time cost saving reductions.

G:/ofpr/Bills/121%/Part 2AFY 04-05 Part 2 Impact Form.doc
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Departmént/Agency Name: Human Services

“Program Name: : Bureau of Child and F—amil'v Services — Central 0307
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0307-01 Page #in Bill: C-17
FY 2003-04 | FY 2004-05

Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:

General Fund 3.0 3.0

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund 235,758 237,392

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the appropriation of funds due to the transfer of one Protective Intake Program Supervisor
position and two Human Services Case Supervisor positions from the Bureau of Child and Family

Services - Regional account.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

These supervisory positions are in the statewide Child Protective Intake Unit located in central office and this transfer

more appropriately reflects the proper funding source.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (Yes) (Yes)
(please explain below)

Position switch between BCFS - Central and Regional is on-going.

G:/ofpr/Bills/121%/Part 2AFY 04-05 Part 2 Impact Form.doc
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: : ‘ Foster Care 0137 ] B 3
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0137-01 ‘ ~ Page # in Bill:_39
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund - | 86,268 117,313
Federal Funds (86,268) (117,313)

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

To adjust appropriations and allocations in the Maine Care and Foster Care programs, since the Federal
Financial Participation rate will decline, thereby increasing the State’s share from 33.78% in FY 02-03 to
33.94% in FY 03-04 and 33.99% in FY04-05.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:
The FFP (Federal Financial Participation) Rate will decline, thus the State of Maine’s share will increase from 33.78% in
fiscal year 2003, to 33.94% in fiscal year 2004, and 33.99% in fiscal year 2005.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (Yes) (Yes)
(please explain below)
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: - Foster Care 0137 B B
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0137-01 Page # in Bill: C-17
' FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund '
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund (147,450) (147,450)

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the deappropriation of funds due to a reduction in the spring and fall clothing allowance for

foster children as appropriated in the Foster Care account.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

Children in Foster Care receive an average daily clothing allowance of $2.55 a day plus a spring and fall

clothing allotment. .

AGE: FALL LUMP-SUM SPRING LUMP- SUM REGULAR TOTAL:
ALLOWANCE
Birth-3years $ 100.00 $ 65.00 $ 554.00 $ 719.00
4 -10 years $ 200.00 $ 100.00 $ 901.00 $1,201.00
11 - 20 years $ 350.00 $ 250.00 $ 1,339.00 $1,939.00

This reduction should be changed to ($54,700) which would be approximately a 65% reduction iﬁ the lump sum |
bi-annual amounts when allocated over both Child Welfare and Foster Care accounts.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (No) (No)
(please explain below)

One time reduction in clothing allowance
G:/ofpr/Bills/121%/Part 2AFY 04-05 Part 2 Impact Form.doc
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: - Child Welfare Services 0139
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0139-01 ' Page #in Bill: C-17
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05

Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund (293,815) (293,815)

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the deappropriation of funds due to a reduction in the spring and fall clothing allowance for

foster children as appropriated in the Child Welfare Services account.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

Children in Foster Care receive an average daily clothing allowance of $2.55 a day plus a spring and fall

clothing allotment.

AGE: FALL LUMP-SUM SPRING LUMP- SUM REGULAR TOTAL:

ALLOWANCE
Birth-3years $ 100.00 $ .65.00 3 554.00 $ 719.00
4 -10 years $ 200.00 $ 100.00 $ 901.00 $1,201.00

11 - 20 years $ 350.00 $ 250.00 $ 1,339.00 $1,939.00

This reduction should be changed to ($386,565) which would be approximately a 65% reduction in the lump

sum bi-annual amounts when allocated over both Child Welfare and Foster Care accounts.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (No) (No)
: (please explain below)

One time reduction in clothing allowance
G:/ofpr/Bills/121%/Part 2AFY 04-05 Part 2 Impact Form.doc
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - .
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: - Child Welfare Services 0139 -
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0139-01 Page # in Bill: C-17
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund '
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund _ (2,000,000)
Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the deappropriation of funds due to a one-time reduction of Community Intervention
Program funding and replaced with one-time Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) block
grant funds in fiscal year 2004-05.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? No) (No)
(please explain below)

One time reduction in Community Intervention General Funds to be replaced by one-time TANF Block Grant Funds.

G:/ofpr/Bills/121%/Part 2AFY 04-05 Part 2 Impact Form.doc
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
- Progranr Name: ' Child Welfare Services 0139 B
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0139-01 ; Page # in Bill: C-17
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund : (115,585) (119,053)

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the deappropriation of funds used as state match for cooperative agreements with the

University of Southern Maine Muskie School. The in-kind match will come from the University.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

The Muskie School engages in multiple Cooperative Agreements with DHS including the Department of
Human Service Training Institute, Medicaid Reimbursement etc. These projects are funded primarily through
federal funds using match from the University Budget and some state funds. In order to reduce the amount of
state funds required to draw down the federal match, the Muskie School has identified percentages of salary of
core staff, which can be used as match. ‘

There will be no impact on the programs to be delivered. This is an increase in the in-kind match contributed by
the university, which will result in a decrease in the amount of state funds required for the Child Welfare
Services Training Institute (CWSTI).

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (Yes) (Yes)
(please explain below)

This in-kind match can be on going.

G:/ofpr/Bills/121%/Part 2AFY 04-05 Part 2 Impact Form.doc
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services

"Program Name:

Bureau of Child and F‘amil.v'Servicesm — Regional 0452

Account Number(s): 010-10A-0452-01

Page # in Bill; 39

Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:

FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

11,318/(11,318) 21,294 /(21,294)

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund ‘

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

To provide for the transfer to funds to support the reorganization of 5 Protective Intake Worker to Human
Service Caseworker, 1 Director Division Residential Care position to Public Service Manger II, 1 Director
Division Adult Services Manger II and 1 Medical Care Coordinator to Comprehensive Health Planner I.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

To fund the reorganization of 5 Protective Intake Workers to Human Services Caseworkers in the Bureau of Child and

Family Services — Regional account.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium?

G:/ofpr/Bills/121%/Part 2AFY 04-05 Part 2 Impact Form.doc
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: - Bureau of Child and F;:Imil“v Services — Regional 0452 3
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0452-01 Page # in Bill:_80
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund 2,080 /(2,080) 2,246/ (2,246)

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

To provide for the transfer of All Other funds to Personal Services to fund approved reclassifications and
range changes in the Bureau of Child and Family Services — Regional account.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:
These funds are required to upgrade a Human Services Aide II position (# 00-2717) to Human Services Aide III in the

Bureau of Child and Family Services - Regional account.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (Yes) (Yes)
(please explain below)

G:/ofpr/Bills/121%/Part 2AFY 04-05 Part 2 Impact Form.doc
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - .
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

vDepartment/Agency Name: Human Services

"Program Name: - Bureau of Child and F;Imify Services — Regional 0452 B

Account Number(s): 010-10A-0307-01 - Page # in Bill: C-18

' FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05

Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund 3.0) (3.0)
Federal Funds : ‘
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)

Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease): :
General Fund (235,758) (237,392)

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the deappropriation of funds due to the transfer of one Protective Intake Program
Supervisor position and two Human Services Case Supervisor positions to the Bureau of Child and

Family Services - Central account.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:
These supervisory positions are in the Statewide Child Protective Intake Unit located in central office and this transfer

more appropriately reflects the proper funding source, based upon their Bureau-wide work activities.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (Yes) _ (Yes)
(please explain below)

Position switch between BCFS - Central and Regional is on-going.

G:/ofpr/Bills/121%/Part 2AFY 04-05 Part 2 Impact Form.doc
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: : Bureau of Child and Family Services — Regional 0452 B
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0452-01 Page # in Bill: C-18
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease): :
General Fund (88,333) (88,333)

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the deappropriation of funds in personal services due to the projected attrition rate and

effect of the hiring freeze on this account.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

The Department of Human Services gave up $265,000 in General Fund salary savings. This is one of three accounts
identified as historically having salary savings due to the turnovers in several professional and support services position

classes.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (No) (No)
(please explain below)

G:/ofpr/Bills/121%/Part 2AFY 04-05 Part 2 Impact Form.doc
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
. "Program Name: : Bureau of Elder and Adult Services 0140 T
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0140-01 Page # in Bill:_39/40
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund -
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund ‘ 9,173 /(9,173) 8,963 / (8,963)

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)
Description of Initiative:

To provide for the transfer to funds to support the reorganization of 5 Protective Intake Worker to Human
Service Caseworker, 1 Director Division Residential Care position to Public Service Manger II, 1 Director
Division Adult Services Manger II and 1 Medical Care Coordinator to Comprehensive Health Planner 1.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

To fund the reorganization of the Director, Division of Residential Care to Public Service Manager II in the Bureau of

Elder and Adult Services account.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (Yes) Yes
(please explain below)

G:/ofpr/Bills/121%/Part 2AFY 04-05 Part 2 Impact Form.doc
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name:__ Human Services
. Program Name: : Elder and Adult Services - Bureau of 0140 B
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0140-01 Page # in Bill: C-18

FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund 95,000 150,000

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the appropriation of funds for homemaker services.
Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

Funds for Homemaker Services that were reduced in P.L. 2001 Chapter 20 are being restored.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (No) (No)
‘ (please explain below)

G:/ofpr/Bills/121%/Part 2AFY 04-05 Part 2 Impact Form.doc
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: ) Long Term Care - Huﬁlan Services 0420 _ -
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0420-01 Page # in Bill: C-18
FY 2003-04 | FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund 355,000 . 300,000
Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the appropriation of funds for home-based care services.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

The Home Based Care program currently has a waiting list of 700 +: These funds will allow approximately 88 new

admissions, in addition to persons who can be admitted based on attrition from this program.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? Yes (Yes)
' (please explain below)

If this funding carries into the next biennium.
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
-Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: - Long Term Care - Hur;lan Services 0420 B
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0420-01 Page # in Bill: C-18
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund (100,000) (100,000)

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the deappropriation of funds due to savings in long term care assessments.

Description of Impact on Program(s) -~ BE SPECIFIC:

The de-appropriation is based on savings from not offering a face-to-face eligibility assessment in situations unless the
person is expected to receive services within three months, because a person’s condition may change such that an earlier
assessment would no longer be valid.

Approximate]y 600 persons will be affected by the proposed change. These individuals will receive an extensive

telephone intake screening and be offered referral to other community resources while they are on the waiting list for the

program.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (No) (No)
‘ (please explain below)
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: - Long Term Care - Human Services 0420 -
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0420-01 Page # in Bill: C-18
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05

Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:

General Fund

- Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund (220,000) (220,000)

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the deappropriation of funds by putting a cap on the time allowed for assistance with

housekeeping tasks for Home Based Care consumers.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

Cap time allowed for assistance with housekeeping tasks at 10 hours per month for Level I Home Based
- Care consumers and 12 hours for Level II consumers. The average time now is 13 and 15 hours per month
respectively.

This change will affect 300+ current Home Based Care consumers who are receiving more hours
monthly than the proposed new cap. Fewer hours will mean that families or friends will have to assume more
responsibility for these tasks.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (No) (No)
(please explain below)
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: : Long Term Care - Human Services 0420 -
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0420-01 Page # in Bill: C-18
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund 100,000 100,000

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the appropriation of funds associated with re-establishing partial rate increases for
MaineCare medical and remedial private duty nursing and personal care, elderly and adults with

disabilities waiver, adult day health care and adult family care providers.
Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SFECIFIC:

The funds for these rate increases were reduced in P.L. 2001 Chépter 20 and are partially being restored on a one-time
basis for SFY 04-05. This represents the funds that will be needed to offer the same one-time rate increase to the Elder
and Disabled Adults Home Based Care progfam as will be provided to the MaineCare Private Duty Nursing / Personal
Care Services, Adult Day Health, and Elder and Adults with Disabilities waiver programs.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (No) (No)
(please explain below)
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: - Bureau of Health / Control Over Plumbing B
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0143-01 / 014-10A-0205-01 Page #in Bill: 42/47
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund (19,564) (19,216)
Federal Funds ‘
Other Special Revenue funds 19,564 19,216

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)
Description of Initiative:

To provide for the transfer of funds between accounts for 2 positions that are incorrectly charged, one
Environmental Specialist IV position and one Sanitarian II position.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

This modification will correct the funding sources for an Environmental Specialist IV (line #32-18 11) located in the
General Fund and a Sanitarian II (line # 00-2608)located in a Dedicated Revenue Fund. The Environmental Specialist IV
works for the Control over Plumbing Program but is currently funded through licenses fees deposited in the General
Fund for Eating and Lodging establishments. While the Sanitarian II works for the Eating and lodging Program but is
currently funded through plumbing permit fees received by the Division of Health Engineering, Bureau of Health. These

positions should be switched and the salary differential between these two positions will be a net savings in the General

Fund.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? Yes (Yes)
(please explain below)

This is on going.
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
. Program Name: ] Health - Bureau of 0143 i B
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0143-01 Page # in Bill: C-19
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund (300,000) (300,000)

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the deappropriation of funds allocated to Healthy Start Home Visitations by utilizing Fund
for Healthy Maine Tobacco Evaluation funds for this purpose.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

The loss of $300,000 in Tobacco Evaluation funds from the Fund for a Healthy Maine will negatively
affect the ability to measure the impact of the multiple tobacco-related initiatives of the Fund for a Healthy
Maine. Examples of the type of data obtained through evaluation include: regular updating of data related to
adult and youth smoking rate (including detailed analysis of Maine Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System
and Maine Youth Risk Behavior Surveys as well as implementation and analysis of special Adult and Youth
Tobacco Surveys, which occur every four years on a staggered schedule); analysis of consumption data
(determined by tobacco sales); evaluation of the impact of the Healthy Maine Partnership Community/School
grants, including monitoring and analysis of policy changes in local communities; evaluation of the reach and
impact of tobacco media; overall evaluation of impact of all components of the tobacco control program,
including tobacco treatment through the Maine Tobacco Help Line.

Evaluation of the success of Maine’s comprehensive tobacco control efforts is important both to monitor
program success but also to assist program managers in adjusting allocations and priorities to assure
effectiveness. Tobacco advocates will likely view this transfer of funds as a step away from the State’s
commitment to tobacco prevention and control.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (No) (No)
(please explain below)
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services

"Program Name: : Health - Bureau of 0143
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0143-01 Page # in Bill: C-19
' FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05

Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund 579,638 579,638

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund . 579,638 579,638

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

- QOther (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

" Provides for the appropriation of funds to offset the costs of five Public Health Nurse I positions and two
Public Health Nurse Supervisor positions in the Maternal and Child Health Block Grant. These
positions will be funded by targeted case management revenue earned by these position ns that by law

has to be deposited in the General Fund as undedicated revenue.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

Within the scope of Public Health Nursing practice, PHN has identified several areas of services
that can generate revenue to contribute to funding program activities. They are as follows:

Targeted Case Management (TCM) - Many years ago PHN provided targeted case management
services to the prenatal and pediatric Medicaid population. This was discontinued about 3 years ago,
when it was identified that records would not satisfy an audit. Since that time, PHN has worked to put
in place a clinical and electronic documentation system that will document services and contain the
information needed by an audit. As of this time, PHN is prepared to resume billing for targeted case
management, having worked with the Bureau of Medical Services to receive approval to provide TCM
services. Targeted Case Management requires the 1/3 match of general funds. The match will be
provided through PHN salaries paid by the general fund. This is a legitimate source of funding for some
of the services provided by PHN and has already received approval as noted in the agreement between
BMS and PHN.

Continued
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" Historically monies from the State General Fund and the Federal Maternal Child Health Block
Grant have financed Public Health Nursing services. The federal grant is at maximum financial capacity
and has dwindling funds available to support PHN services. In addition the State financial situation has
resulted in significant ongoing reductions in funds available to support PHN services. We are to the
point that if additional revenue is not available our nurses will sit at their desks and Maine residents will

not receive services as their are no funds to support travel and materials needed for the provision of PHN .

services; the othér option is to layoff nurses which will still result in a loss of services to Maine
residents. The Public Health Nursing Program has been responsible and proactive in determining other
revenue sources to support their service activities and to cover the reductions resultmg from required
cuts to the general fund allotments.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? Yes (Yes)
(please explain below)
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: X Health - Bureau of 0143 B i
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0143-01 Page # in Bill: C-21
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]: ,
General Fund (0.2) (0.2)
Federal Funds ‘ 2.5) _ ‘ (2.5)
Other Special Revenue funds 2.0) (2.0)
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease): -
General Fund (27,354) (28,436)
Federal Funds (184.944) _ (193,595
Other Special Revenue funds : (103,223) (106,713)
Other (please specify)
Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the deallocation of funds for one part time Public Health Nurse I position in the General
Fund, two seasonal Chemist Assistant positions in the Health and Environmental Testing Lab's Other
Special Revenue Fund account, one Nuclear Engineer Specialist position in the Other Special Revenue
Fund account, a half-time Planning & Research Associate II position, one Nursing Education Consultant
position, and one Public Health Veterinarian position in the Federal Project Grants account which will
be given up in return for positions to support the Office of Public Health Emergency Preparedness and

the Environmental Public Health Tracking Grant.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

We have identified 8 positions that we could give up in exchange for having 8 new positions for public health
emergency preparedness and the environmental health tracking grants.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (Yes) . (Yes)
(please explain below)
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
Program Name: ) FHM Bureau of Health 0953 -
Account Number(s): 014-10A-0953-0 Page # in Bill: C-21
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05

Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify) FUND FOR A HEALTHY MAINE | 300,000/(300,000) 300,000 /(300,000)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the reallocation of funds within the Bureau of Health Fund for a Healthy Maine, from the

Healthy Maine Tobacco Evaluations program to the Healthy Start Home Visitations program.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

The loss of $300,000 in Tobacco Evaluation funds from the Fund for a Healthy Maine will negatively
affect the ability to measure the impact of the multiple tobacco-related initiatives of the Fund for a Healthy
Maine. Examples of the type of data obtained through evaluation include: regular updating of data related to
adult and youth smoking rate (including detailed analysis of Maine Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System
and Maine Youth Risk Behavior Surveys as well as implementation and analysis of special Adult and Youth
Tobacco Surveys, which occur every four years on a staggered schedule); analysis of consumption data
(determined by tobacco sales); evaluation of the impact of the Healthy Maine Partnership Community/School
grants, including monitoring and analysis of policy changes in local communities; evaluation of the reach and
impact of tobacco media; overall evaluation of impact of all components of the tobacco control program,
including tobacco treatment through the Maine Tobacco Help Line. '

Evaluation of the success of Maine’s comprehensive tobacco control efforts is important both to monitor
program success but also to assist program managers in adjusting allocations and priorities to assure
effectiveness. This transfer of funds will likely be viewed by tobacco advocates as a step away from the State’s
commitment to tobacco prevention and control.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (No) (No)
(please explain below)
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2004-200S “Part 2” Budget Bill
_ Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name:__ : Bureau of Family Inde_pende'nce — Central 0100
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0100-01 ' Page #in Bill: _ 47
' FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]
General Fund (1.0) (1.0)
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund (40,963) (43,590)
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

To provide funds for the transfer of one Clerk Typist II position established in Public Law 2001, chapter 450
from the Bureau of Family Independence — Central account to the OMB Operations - Regional account

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

Regional support services positions usually are located in the OMB — Regiona1 account. This position was
erroneously established in the BFI — Regional account per Chapter 450 “An Act to Increase Access to Health
Care”. '

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (Yes) (Yes)
(please explain below)
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
‘Program Name: : Bureau of Family Independence — Central 0100
Account Number(s): 010 /013-10A-0100-01 Page # in Bill: _48
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]
General Fund 8.0) (8.0)
Federal Funds (7.0) 7.0)
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund | (416,316) (441,010)
Federal Funds (380,004) (402,365)
Other Special Revenue funds :
Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

To provide for the transfer of funds appropriated and allocated in Public Law 2001, Chapter 450 for 12 Family
Independence Specialists and 3 Family Independence Unit Supervisors from the Bureau of Family Independence
— Central account to the Bureau of Family Independence - Regional account

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

Family Independenée Specialist positions usually are located in the Bureau of Family Independence - Regional
account. These positions was erroneously established in the BFI — Central account per Chapter 450 “An Act to
Increase Access to Health Care”.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (Yes) (Yes)
(please explain below)
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - .
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: ) 7 Bureau of Family Independence — Rggional 0453
Account Number(s): 010 / 013-10A-0453-01 ‘ Page # in Bill: 48
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05

Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]
General Fund 3.0 8.0
Federal Funds 7.0 7.0
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)

Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund 416,316 441,010
Federal Funds 380,004 402,365

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

To provide for the transfer of funds appropriated and allocated in Public Law 2001, Chapter 450 for 12 Family
Independence Specialists and 3 Family Independence Unit Supervisors from the Bureau of Family Independence
— Central account to the Bureau of Family Independence — Regional account

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

Family Independence Specialist positions usually are located in the Bureau of Family Independence - Regional
account. These positions was erroneously established in the BFI — Central account per Chapter 450 “An Act to
Increase Access to Health Care”. ‘

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? Yes (Yes)
(please explain below)
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: - Bureau of Family Independence — R?egional 0453 B
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0453-01 Page # in Bill: C-22
. FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund (88,333) (88,333)

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the deappropriation of funds in personal services due to the projected attrition rate and

effect of the hiring freeze on this account.
Description of Impact on Program(s) - BE SPECIFIC:

The Department of Human Services gave up $265,000 in General Fund salary savings. This is one of three accounts

identified as historically having saléry savings due to the turnovers in several support services position classes.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? {No) (No)
(please explain below)
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services

"Program Name: i Bureau of Medical Services 0129
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0129-01 Page # in Bill: C-22
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05

Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund (88,334) (88,334)

- Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the deappropriation of funds in personal services due to the projected attrition rate and
effect of the hiring freeze on this account.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

The Department of Human Services gave up $265,000 in General Fund salary savings. This is one of three accounts
identified as historically having salary savings due to turnovers.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (No) (No)
(please explain below)
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: : Bureau of Medical Services 0129 B
Account Number(s): 010,013 & 014-10A-0129-01 Page # in Bill: C-22
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund 80,774/ (80,774) 81,978 / (81,978)
Federal Funds 727,367 738,698

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the transfer of funds for the continuation of 18.5 project positions established to assist at the
Bureau of Medical Services backing up staff who are dedicated to working on the development of the
Medicaid Claims Management System (MECMS) for the MaineCare Program. These positions will end
by June 18, 2005.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

These project support positions were established bvy»ﬁnancial order in fiscal year 2003. This is to request the
continuation of the project positions beginning on June 8, 2003 to prevent the interruption in services. The Financial
order language to set up the project positions states: |

“The department recognizes the need to perform day-today work and at the same time complete the project to replace the
existing Medicaid management Information System (MMIS) and achieve federal certification of the new computer
system. Without the additional assistance provided by these project positions there will be delays in claims processing,
third party recoveries, scanning, and computer project completion resulting in complaints and cost overruns. It should

be noted that there is a 90% federal matching rate for the project positions.”

Continued
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The Division of Purchases has asked that the Bureau of Medical Services establish project positions verses contracting
for services, in accordance with Human resource policy on creation of positions dated May 27, 1998. They are necessary
for the continuation of support of the Bureau of Medical Services operations to allow for the permanent staff to focus

their resources on the development and implementation of MECMS

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (No) (No)
(please explain below)
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: - Bureau of Medical Services 0129 B
Account Number(s): 010, 013 & 014-10A-0129-01 Page # in Bill: C-22
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund 100,000
Federal Funds 750,000
Other Special Revenue funds 400,000

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the appropriation and allocation of funds, from a disencumbered prior year General Fund
contract that will lapse back to the General Fund and Certificate of Need (CON) funds used for state
match, for the continuation of the development and implementation of the Medicaid Claims Management
System (MECMS) for the MaineCare Program.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

The Department of Human Services (DHS) requires $500,000 to complete the MECMS project in FY04;
replace the functions on the DHS WELFRE system; and replace the MaineCare voice response system.

‘ DHS restructured the MECMS project to deliver the absolute minimum required system for federal

system certification, but still requires $200,000 to complete the project. DHS also uses other software on the
same computer system that contains the current Medicaid claims processing system. DHS must replace this
“gap” in capability before deactivating the DHS WELFRE system. The estimated state cost to replace this
remaining critical software is $250,000. Finally, DHS has competitively selected a vendor to provide
MaineCare voice response services to replace the current leased system. The current voice response system is
no capable of accessing MECMS. The net cost difference to activate this system in FY 04 is $50,000. On-
going service costs in future years is equal to the current system lease cost.

DHS proposes to fund the state $500,000 portion of these projects in two ways. First, allocating ,
$400,000 from the Certificate of Need other special revenue in the Bureau of Medical Services (BMS) account. -
Second, un-encumber $100,000 from the NL Partners media account and re-encumber the money towards the:
MECMS contract.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (No) (No)
(please explain below)
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
_ Program Name: ) Bureau of Medical Services 0129 B
Account Number(s): » 010,013 & -10A-0129-01 4 Page # in Bill: C-22
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]: ‘
General Fund
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund (350,000) "1 (350,000)
Federal Funds (350,000) (350,000)

Qther Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the deappropriation and deallocation of funds due to savings from long term care

assessments.
Description of Impact on Program(s) - BE SPECIFIC:

This represents savings from eliminating re-assessments of 4,400 long-stay nursing home residents whose conditions are

not expected to improve, and for whom discharge is unlikely.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? No) (No)
(please explain below)
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: - Bureau of Medical Ser_viceé 0129 B
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0129-01 Page # in Bill: 16

FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)
Description of Initiative: -

Sec. P-4. Lapsed Balances. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, $100,000 of encumbered balance
forward in fiscal year 2002-2003 in the Bureau of Medical Services, General Fund account in the Department of
Human Services will be disencuxhbered and this amount lapses to the General Fund in fiscal year 2002-03.
Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

The Department of Human Services (DHS) requires $500,000 to complete the MECMS project in FY04;
replace the functions on the DHS WELFRE system; and replace the MaineCare voice response system.

The MECMS project began in 2001 with adequate state appropriation to complete the core project and
approval from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) to match the state funding contribution at
an average 85% federal participation rate. In early FY03, $821,000 of state funds was “released” from the
MECMS project with full expectation of restoration in FY04. DHS restructured the MECMS project to deliver
~ the absolute minimum required system for federal system certification, but still requires $200,000 to complete
the project.

DHS also uses other software on the same computer system that contains the current Medicaid claims
processing system. DHS must replace this “gap” in capability before deactivating the old system The
estimated state cost to replace this remaining critical software is $250,000.

Finally, DHS has competitively selected a vendor to provide MaineCare voice response services to
replace the current leased system. These services will activate with the implementation of MECMS. The
current voice response system is not capable of accessing MECMS. The net cost difference to activate this
system in FY04 is $50,000. Ongoing service costs in future years is equal to the current system lease cost.

continued
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DHS proposes to fund the state $500,000 portion of these projects in two ways. First, de-appropriate $400,000
from the Certificate of Need section of the Bureau of Medical Services (BMS) aceount and appropriate it to the
General Administrative section of the BMS account. Second, un-encumber $100,000 from the NL Partners

media account and re-encumber the money towards the MECMS contract.

. Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Bienniu;n? " (No) (No)
(please explain below)
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - .
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

-Department/Agency Name: Human Services

“Program Name: - Medical Care Paymenis to Providers 0147
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0147-01 Page # in Bill: 48/49
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05

Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund (5,248,527) (5,530,561)

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the deappropriation and transfer of MaineCare funds from the Department of Human
Services to the Department of Behavioral and Developmental Services for services for in-home support
services. '

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

These services have historically been seeded and managed by the Department of Human Services. The two Departments
have determined that in-home support services are a behavioral health policy area and should be transferred to the
Department of Behavioral and Developmental Services. This transfer will allow for better coordination of service and

better outcomes.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (Yes) (Yes)
(please explain below)
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill .
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: ] Medical Care Payments to Providers 0147 B
Account Number(s): 010/013/014 /015-10A-0147-01 Page # in Bill: 49
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund 1,277,428 1,786,552
Federal Funds (2,318,067) (3,329,985)
Other Special Revenue funds 13,090 20,206
Other (please specify) Federal Block Grant (25,292) (34,475)
Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specity)

Description of Initiative:

To adjust appropriations and allocations in the Maine Care and Foster Care programs, since the Federal.
Financial Participation rate will decline, thereby increasing the State’s share from 33.78% in FY02-03

to 33.94% in FY 03-04 and 33.99% in FY 04-0S.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

The FFP (Federal Financial Participation) Rate will decline, thus the State of Maine’s share will increase from
33.78% in fiscal year 2003, to 33.94% in fiscal year 2004, and 33.99% in fiscal year 2005. ‘

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium?

G:/ofpr/Bills/121%/Part 2AFY 04-05 Part 2 Impact Form.doc
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
. Program Name: : Medical Care Payments to Providers 0147 B
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0147-01 Page # in Bill: 49/50
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease): :
General Fund (3,786,812) (4,396,942)

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the deappropriation and transfer of MaineCare funds from the Department of Human
Services to the Department of Behavioral and Developmental Services for services to individuals who are
Eligible for Maine Care. '

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

The non-categorical or childless adult MaineCare Waiver that was passed into law in 2002 put the entire Mainecare seed
into the Medical Care Payments to Providers account. This item transfers the seed for the services traditionally managed
by the Department of behavioral and Developmental Services to that Department. This transfer will allow for better

coordination of service and better outcomes.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (Yes) (Yes)
‘ (please explain below)
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form -~ -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: - Medical Care Pavmen’}s to Providers 0147 B
Account Number(s): 010-10A-0147-01 Page # in Bill: 50
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund ‘
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund (1,736,372) (2,395,271)

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify) Federal Block Grant

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund:

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Adjusts appropriations and allocations based on reprojections of expenditures.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

The original projections were based on September 2002 data. Based on current analysis, the projected

expenditures for SFY 04 and SFY 05 demonstrate savings to the General Fund of $1,736,732 and $2,395,271

respectively.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? Yes Yes
(please explain below)
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: - Medical Care — Payment to Providers 0147 B
Account Number(s): 010 /013-10A-0147-01 - Page # in Bill: C-23
, FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund : (1,000,000) (1,000,000)
Federal Funds 1,946,376 1,946,376
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the deappropriation and allocation of funds due to a revenue maximization change in the
method MaineCare reimburses Private Non-Medical Institutions (PNMI) as a fee for service mstead of
paying a portion of their budget.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

This initiative changes the way certain Private Non-Medical Institutions are paid. This is a revenue
maximization effort. MaineCare currently pays these PNMI using a rate that identifies several cost components.
Under the new payment system, MaineCare would pay the facility on a fee for service basis that would not
~ distinguish among cost components. This change will allow MaineCare to obtain federal reimbursement for

some costs that now are paid with all state dollars. It is a continuation of an effort begun last year to maximize
federal reimbursement in this program.
This is a revenue maximization effort that does have an impact on clients and providers. It will not
affect the number of persons eligible, or the amount of monthly personal needs funds they may retain.
This proposal would require the provider to take available income from clients to cover “room and board
costs” at the facility. The client is currently paying these costs to the State, so there is no fiscal impact to the
client.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (Yes) (Yes)
(please explain below)
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P45

.w,‘{



2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
Program Name: : Medical Care — Pavme_nt to Providers 0147 B
Account Number(s): 010/013-10A-0147-01 Page # in Bill: C-23
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05

Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund (2,000,000)

Federal Funds (3,892,752)

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)
Description of Initiative:

Provides for the deappropfiation of funds due to the retroactive recovery of funds associated with the
Mental Health Parity law.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

This initiative is due to the retroactive recovery of funds associated with the Mental Health Parity Bill
signed into law during this Legislative Session.

The Part 1 Budget booked savings associated with recoveries due to the new law, as well as recoveries
allowable under the old law. This item is associated with retroactive billing of insurance companies under the
old law, and will be done for the previous 8 fiscal quarters.

There is no impact on programs or clients associated with this initiative.

This item will have a significant impact on insurance companies doing business in Maine. All estimates
of premium increases were based upon the calculations in the bill, which did not calculate any retroactive
recoveries.

There is also some question as to whether insurance companies will challenge the billing and force the
State to litigate for the retroactive claims, because they were not calculated in the bill.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (Yes) . » (Yes)
(please explain below)
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form . - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services

"Program Name: ) Medical Care — Payment to Providers 0147

Account Number(s): 010/013-10A-0147-01 Page # in Bill: _ C-23

FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05

'

Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund 250,000 250,000

Federal Funds 486,594 486,594

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund 650,000 650,000

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the appropriation and allocation of funds required to increase reimbursement rates for
municipally owned hospitals thereby maximizing revenue so that these facilities would transfer funds to

the State through an Intergovernmental Transfer (IGT).

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC: ’

This initiative is similar to the revenue maximization effort involving the Barron Center and the City of
Portland, where the State increases payments to a municipally funded facility and the municipality transfers
funding to the State through an Intergovernmental Transfer. This proposal would involve Mayo Regional
Hospital in Dover-Foxcroft, Penobscot Valley Hospital in Lincoln, and Cary Medical Center in Caribou
This proposal will have no impact on programs or clients; it is simply a revenue maximization effort.
The proposal will impaét the following groups:
The three affected hospitals will have to agree to support the budget language requiring them
to make the Intergovernmental Transfer.

The Federal Government will have to approve the new rates for the three affected hospitals,
but this will be part of the overall rate restructuring and should not present a problem.
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Note: This proposal would keep MaineCare under the Hospital Upper Payment Limit, but would bring the
program closer to the UPL. ‘ -

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? Yes (Yes)
(please explain below)
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - - A
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services

. Program-Name: : Interdepartmental Transfer

Account Number(s): Sec, P-3 Page #in Bill: _ 16

‘ FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund 650,000 650,000

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Sec. P-3. Interdepartmental transfer. The Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services shall
annually establish the amount that must be transferred from Mayo Regional Hospital in Dover-Foxcroft,
Penobscot Valley Hospital in Lincoln, and Cary Medical Center in Caribou as an intergovernmental transfer.
The amounts that must be transferred to the State as undedicated General Fund revenue from theses
municipally-funded facilities must be at least $650,000 in fiscal year 2003-04 and must be at least $650,000 in
fiscal year 2004-05

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

This initiative is similar to the revenue maximization effort involving the Barron Center and the City of
Portland, where the State increases payments to a municipally funded facility and the muﬁicipality transfers
funding to the State through an Intergovernmental Transfer. This proposal would involve Mayo Regional
Hospital in Dover-Foxcroft, Penobscot Valley Hospital in Lincoln, and Cary Medical Center in Caribou

This proposal will have no impact on programs or clients; it is simply a revenue maximization effort.

Continued

P49



The proposal will impact the following groups:

The three affected hospitals will have to agree to support the budget language requiring them
to make the Intergovernmental Transfer.

The Federal Government will have to approve the new rates for the three affected hospitals,
but this will be part of the overall rate restructuring and should not present a problem.

Note: This proposal would keep MaineCare under the Hospital Upper Payment Limit, but would bring the
program closer to the UPL.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (Yes) (Yes)
(please explain below)
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services

"Program Name: - Medical Care — Paymént to Providers 0147

Account Number(s): 010 / 013-10A-0147-01 Page # in Bill: C-23

FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund 750,000 750,000

Federal Funds 1,459,782 1,459,782

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund 2,250,000 2,250,000

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the appropriation and allocation of funds required for the additional hospital / Anthem

Insurance exchange for University employees.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

This proposal would extend the section of the Part I Budget that raised MaineCare hospital rates and made a
corresponding reduction in hospital rates paid by the State Employee health Program (through Anthem) to the
University of Maine System Employee Health Plan.

As was the case with the State Employee Health Program, there will be no loss of employee benefits or net
financial impact to Maine hospitals. There is similar language to that used for the State Employee Health Plan
that appears later in this bill.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (Yes) (Yes)
(please explain below)
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form T
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
. .Program Name: i Medical Care — Payment to Providers 0147 B
Account Number(s): 010/013-10A-0147-01 . Page # in Bill: C-23
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000})] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund . '
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund 700,000 700,000
Federal Funds 1,362,615 1,362,429

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the appropriation and allocation of funds associated with re-establishing partial rate
increases for MaineCare medical and remedial private non-medical institutions, private duty nursing and
personal care, elderly and adults with disabilities waiver, adult day health care and adult family care

providers that were reduced in P.L. 2001 chapter 51.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

This retroactive rate increase that was eliminated in chapter 51 amounted to $1,614,000 in fiscal year 2003
$1,400,000 is being added back in over a two year period. Approximately $1.2 million will be allocated to
Medical and Remedial PNMI and Adult Family Care Homes. The balance will be used for MaineCare home
_care program. The difference between the $1.6 mil. and the $1.4 mil. is being appropriated to the Home Based
- Care account to provide for the same one-time supplemental rate increases for that program.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (No) (No)
(please explain below)
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: ) Medical Care — Payment to Providers 0147
Account Number(s): 010/013-10A-0147-01 ‘ Page #in Bill: C-24
v FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund '
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund (200,000) (200,000)
Federal Funds (389,275) (389,275)

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the deappropriation and deallocation of funds due to a reduction in the Physician Incentive

Program (PIP) payments.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

This reduction requires MaineCare to save an additional $200,000 in SFY 04 and SFY 05. The Department
proposes to meet this reduction by reducing the Primary Care Physician Incentive Payment (PCPIP) by another
20% on top of the 50% ($500,000) reduction in P.L.2001 Chapter 20. The PCPIP is distributed on a quarterly
basis to an average of 640 primary care providers with payment ranging between $900.00 and $2200.00
depending upon the specialty of the primary care provider. 30% of the original payment will remain $270 -
$660.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (No) (No)
(please explain below)

.G:/ofpr/Bills/121%/Part 2AFY 04-05 Part 2 Impact Form.doc
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: ) Medical Care — Payment to Providers 0147 -
Account Number(s): 010/013-10A-0147-01 Page # in Bill: C-24
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund . 300,000 300,000
Federal Funds 583,912 583,912

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:
Provides for the appropriation and allocation of funds to partially re-establish the scope of adult

transportation services and the rates paid for adult transportation reduced in P.L. 2001 chapter 20.
Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:
| In Chapter 20>, the scope of Adult transportation was reduced saving $1,000,000 (state) per year in the

next biennium. |

Transportation services are provided to ensure MaineCare members are able to reach medically
necessary services. There are 13 full-service transportation providers, while an additional 14 agencies provide
wheelchair service. In addition to providing direct services, these agencies arrange volunteer vehicles, public
.transportation and reimburse MaineCare members at $0.15/mile for use of their own vehicle when appropriate.
In addition, members who travel out of state for certain services are reimbursed for their expénses at.the state
per-diem rate. All services that are provided that are beyond a member’s “home area” require prior
authorization.

Transportation providers bill a “base rate” for each trip they arrange. This rate has been determined
based on the provider’s costs and varies between $4.00 and $9.98 for arranging a single one-way trip. They are
then also reimbursed for the actual transportation provided.

Continued
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This proposal restores $300,00 (state) of the original reduction. If this proposal were accepted, the

reduction would now be $700,000 (state)

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (No) (No)
: - o ~(please explain below)
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: ) Medical Care — Pavmc;nt to Providers 0147 -
Account Number(s): 010/013-10A-0147-01 E Page # in Bill: C-24
| FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specify)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund (502,000)
Federal Funds ' (977,081)

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the deappropriation and deallocation of funds from a settlement due to inappropriate
prescription drug re-labeling and repackaging practices by the Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Company

Bayer.
Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

This deappropriation is possible because of a recently settled court case in which MaineCare was awarded
approximately $502,000 due to inappropriate prescription drug re-labeling and repackaging practices by the
Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Company Bayer. These inappropriate practices caused MaineCare to be over
billed by the company. There is no impact on programs or clients associated with this initiative.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (No) | (No)
(please explain below)
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services

"Program Name:. ) Health - Bureau of 0143

Account Number(s): 010-10A-0143-01 Page # in Bill: 17
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05

Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

- Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund 579,638 579,638

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Sec. P-6. Department of Human Services; revenue. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the Department
of Human Services shall seek reimbursement of expenditures under Medicaid Title XIX for targeted case
management in the amount of $579,638 in fiscal year 2003-2004 and $579,638 in fiscal year 2004-05. This

revenue must be deposited in the General Fund as undedicated revenue.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

Within the scope of Public Health Nursing practice, PHN has identified several areas of services
that can generate revenue to contribute to funding program activities. They are as follows:

Targeted Case Management (TCM) - Many years ago PHN provided targeted case management
services to the prenatal and pediatric Medicaid population. This was discontinued about 3 years ago,
when it was identified that records would not satisfy an audit. Since that time, PHN has worked to put
in place a clinical and electronic documentation system that will document services and contain the
information needed by an audit. As of this time, PHN is prepared to resume billing for targeted case
management, having worked with the Bureau of Medical Services to receive approval to provide TCM
services. Targeted Case Management requires the 1/3 match of general funds. The match will be

- provided through PHN salaries paid by the general fund. This is a legitimate source of funding for some
of the services provided by PHN and has already received approval as noted in the agreement between
BMS and PHN.

continued
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Historically monies from the State General Fund and the federal Maternal Child Health Block
Grant have financed Public Health Nursing services. The federal grant is at maximum financial capacity
and has dwindling funds available to support PHN services. In addition the State financial situation has
resulted in significant ongoing reductions in funds available to support PHN services. We are to the
point that if additional revenue is not available our nurses will sit at their desks and Maine residents will
not receive services as their are no funds to support travel and materials needed for the provision of PHN _
services; the other option is to layoff nurses which will still result in a loss of services to Maine
residents. The Public Health Nursing Program has been responsible and proactive in determining other
revenue sources to support their service activities and to cover the reductions resulting from required
cuts to the general fund allotments.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (Yes) (Yes)
(please explain below)

G:/ofpr/Bills/121%/Part 2AFY 04-05 Part 2 Impact Form.doc
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: ] Nursing Facilities 0148 B - ‘
~Account Number(s): 010/013-10A-0148-01 Page # in Bill:_50/51
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05.
Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:
General Fund
Federal Funds
Other Special Revenue funds
Other (please specity)
Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):
General Fund 372,676 491,406
Federal Funds (548,907) 734,315

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify) Federal Block Grant

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

To Adjust appropriations and allocations in the Maine Care and Foster Care programs, since the Federal
Financial Participation rate will decline, thereby increasing the State’s share from 33.78% in FY 02-03 to
33.94% in FY 03-04 and 33.99% in FY 04-05.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

The FFP (Federal Financial Participation) Rate will decline, thus the State of Maine’s share will increase from
33.78% in fiscal year 2003, to 33.94% in fiscal year 2004, and 33.99% in fiscal year 2005.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (Yes) (Yes)
(please explain below)

G:/ofpr/Bills/121%/Part 2AFY 04-05 Part 2 Impact Form.doc
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Départment/Agency Name: Human Services

- Program Name: - Nursing Facilities 0148

Account Number(s): 010/013-10A-0148-01 Page # in Bill: C-24
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05

Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund 949,200 949,200

Federal Funds 1,849,680 1,849,680

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund 400,000 400,000

Federal Funds

. Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Provides for the appropriation and allocation of funds required to increase reimbursement rates for

municipally owned nursing facilities.

Description of Impact on Program(s)‘—— BE SPECIFIC:
Federal Law limits what states can pay nursing homes to no more than what Medicare pays the nursing home.

Medicare currently pays more than MaineCare at all Maine nursing homes.

This item raises the rates paid to Maine’s only municipally funded nursing facility to the Medicare rate. This
means that the Barron Center will be paid an additional $400,000 next year.

Federal law also allows government entities to transfer funds through an Intergovernmental Transfer. This item
has the City of Portland transferring $333,333 of the increase back to the State. The City of Portland would
“net” $66,667.

The state would use $133,333 to seed the increase and the state 'Would “net” $200,000. The other $815,867 is -

the General Fund appropriation that was omitted in Chapter 20.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? ~ (No) (No)
(please explain below)

.G:/ofpr/Bills/121%/Part 2AFY 04-05 Part 2 Impact Form.doc
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services

“Program Name: ) Interdepartmental Transfer

Account Number(s): Sec. P-2 _ Page # in Bill:_16
FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05 -

Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund 400,000 ‘ 400,000

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Sec. P-2. PL 2003, ¢.51 Pt. H, 87, is amended to read:

The Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services shall annually establish the amount that mﬁst be
transferred from the City of Portland as an intefgovernmental transfer. The amounts that must be transferred to
the State as undedicated General Fund revenue from the City of Portland must be $1,000,000 in fiscal year
2002-03 and must be at least $2;000;000 $2,400,000 in fiscal year 2003-04 ancle at least $2;000,000 $2.400,000

in fiscal year 2004-05.
Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

Federal Law limits what states can pay nursing homes to no more than what Medicare pays the nursing
home. Medicare currently pays more than MaineCare at all Maine nursing homes.

This item raises the rates paid to Maine’s only municipally funded nursing facility to the Medicare rate.
This means that the Barron Center will be paid an additional $400,000 per year.

Federal law also allows government entities to transfer funds through an Intergovernmental Transfer.
This item has the City of Portland transferring $333,333 of the increase back to the State. The City of Portland
would “net” $66,667.

The state would use $133,333 to seed the increase and the state would “net” $200,000. The other
$815,867 is the General Fund appropriation that was omitted in Chapter 20.

Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (Yes) (Yes)
(please explain below)

.G:/ofpr/Bills/121%/Part 2AFY 04-05 Part 2 Impact Form.doc
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2004-2005 “Part 2” Budget Bill
Departmental Impact Form - -
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

Department/Agency Name: Human Services
"Program Name: - Department wide ] ~ -
Account Number(s): General Fund Page #in Bill: 16/17

FY 2003-04 FY 2004-05

Position or FTE Increase [i.e. (0.000)] / Decrease [i.e.(-0.000)]:

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Appropriation or Allocation Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other (please specify)

Revenue or Balance Transfer Increase / (Decrease):

General Fund

Federal Funds

Other Special Revenue funds

Other {please specify)

Description of Initiative:

Sec. P-5. Department of Human Services accounts; lapsed balances. Notwithstanding any other provision

of law, $500,000 of encumbered balance forward in fiscal year 2002-2003 in the Department of Human Services

accounts shall be disencumbered and lapse to the General Fund in fiscal year 2002-03.

Description of Impact on Program(s) — BE SPECIFIC:

Historically, the Department of Human Services lapses encumbered balances from prior year. See table below.

ENCUMBERED BALANCES THAT LAPSED INTO THE GENERAL FUND

YEAR 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
AMT ' 694,928 879,161 685,852 614,145 173,531 942,724
ENCUMBERANCES THAT LAPSED BUT BALANCE CARRIED FORWARD
AMT 50,522 89,211 89,060 1,059,093 239,562 680,467
TOTAL 745,450 968,372 774,912 1,673,238 413,093 1,623,191
Does this Initiative have an impact on the 2006-2007 Biennium? (No) (No)

(please explain below)

G:/ofpr/Bills/121%/Part 2AFY 04-05 Part 2 Impact Form.doc
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TESTIMONY SIGN IN SHEET

Page 1
COMMITTEE ON__ Appropriations and Financial Affairs
L.D. # OR CONFIRMATION: LD 1614 Part 2 Budget Bill
DATE: 7-May-03
PLEASE PRINT!!
HUM (DHS)
NAME TOWN/AFFILIATION |[PROPONENT |OPPONENT |[NEITHER FOR
NOR AGAINST
1. |Peter Walsh Acting Commissioner/Dept. of Human Services
2. |Connie Garber Transportation Director/York County X
3. Richard Cohen WHCA Transportation/Lemoine X
4, Laurie Beal Bucksport X
5. |James C. Wood Maine Care Transportation Services X
6. |Lynn Nason-Courthey Bethel X
7. |John J. Kelly Volunteer Driver R.T.P. X
8. |Jon B. McNulty Regional Transportation Program X
9. Nancy Keene Vanceboro X
10. |Donna Crowley YCCAC X
11. |Laurie A. Golden Wilton X
12. |Sherry Woodsome X
13. |Matthew Burrill Bucksport X
14. [Mark Cafbo Community Concepts X
15. |Jason Foster York County Community Action X
16. |Fran McDonald Acton (YCCAC) X
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TESTIMONY SIGN IN SHEET

COMMITTEE ON Appropriations and Financial Affairs

L.D. # OR CONFIRMATION: LD 1614 Part 2 Budget Bill
DATE: 7-May-03
PLEASE PRINT!!
HUM (DHS)
NAME TOWN/AFFILIATION |JPROPONENT |OPPONENT |[NEITHER FOR
NOR AGAINST

1. Pamela Halt WHCA Harrington X
2. |Beverly Pinkham WHCA Milbridge X
3. |Callie Parker Little Deer Isle X
4. |Joan Nunnally Volunteer Driver/Skowhegan X
5. |Cindy Tufts Community Concepts X
8. |Christine Lebeda Lewiston X
7. |Linda Belfiore WHCA X
8. |Russell Anderson Maine Assoc. of Interdependent Neighborhood X
9. |Dolores Vail Maine Council of Churches X
10. [Marc R. Mutty Roman Catholic Diocese of Portland X
11. |[Laura Lee Raymond Maine Women's Lobby X
12. [Mary Henderson Maine Equal Justice X
13. |Mary Mayhew Maine Hospital Assoc. X
14. |Doctor Jo Linder Maine Coalition on Smoking or Health X
15. |Carol Kelly Friends for Fund for Healthy Maine X
16. |Katie Fullam Harris Anthem Blue Cross/Blue Shield X
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Northern New England Assoc. of Homes & Services f/Aging x

2. Andrew MaclLean

Maine Medical Assoc,

X
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13.

14.

15.

16.

Hampden

([




Testimony by Connie Garber
before the Appropriations & Financial Affairs Committee

May 7, 2003

Senator Cathcart, Representative Brannigan, esteemed members of the Appropriations
Committee. My name is Connie Garber, I am the Transportation Director for York County
Community Action, and I am appearing before you today both in that capacity and as the Co-Chair
of the Maine Transit Association's Legislative Committee. The Maine Transit Association's
members include all of the MaineCare Full Service Transportation Providers. (Refer to attached list)

We're the people a MaineCare client calls with a trip request that they cannot peride on their

own, and we are mandated to look for the most cost effective means to get them to a physician, to

dialysis. chemotherapy. a mental health counselor, or other approved health care provider.

All of you in the"Legislature, and you, as members of the Appropriations Committee in
particular, have been forced into a triage situation this Session. As the wounded and critical are
brought before you, you are called upon to make determinations that are never easy, ones where if
the circumstances were different, you might choose differently.

Here are the "vital signs" for the "transportation patient" before you today that you will need
to include in‘ your deliberations:

First: The Part 2 Budget proposes restoring $300,000 of the $1 million cut in State funding
for adult MaineCare Transportation. If you agree to these restore these funds? there would still be a

loss of more than $1.3 million because of matching requirements for Federal Medicaid funding. (See

Maine Transportation Directory)

As it is currently proposed, the cost savings will be achieved by cutting what is called the
"Base Rates" for MaineCare Transportation providers, along with cuts to other unit cost
reimbursement. The Base Rate, a contract unit cost established in 1996 by the Bureau of Medical

Services, was intended to cover all costs of operation, other than direct costs of providing



transportation, (fuel, driver salaries and fringe, maintenance, and insurance) which would be covered
by the '""Pass Through Rates'". (Refer to attached sheet)

These rates are arrived at following BMS approval of a detailed Cost Allocation Spreadsheet,
with each Transportation Provider submitting their latest audited financial data.

For those Transportation Providers in the less densely populated areas of the state, with lower

volume of trips requested, the per trip Base Rate needs to be higher in order to cover the costs of

operation. It's a simple mathematical calculation:

Say it costs $100,000 to provide services and you only provide 10,000 trips, your rate
would be $10/trip. If you provide twice the number of trips, 20,000, your rate would be $5.00.

As aresult, there is no single Base Rate in Maine, but a range, reflecting the geographic and

operational realities of providing transportation in our rural state. -

The second '"vital sign'': In today's budget, service efficiencies are crucial and expected.

% Iknow that when I work with my staff to get a community program to change arrival
times for consumers so we can re-route buses to pick-up additional riders. We think of
this as making the pieces of a jigsaw puzzle ﬁtv--- we often need to be creative to
accomplish our goal of connecting all the people we hear from to their destinations.

% I know that when we train staff to use new technology that allows them to do their jobs
more effectively. This includes everything from a simple thing like telephone headsets, so
staff are not literally "picking up the phone" each of the hundreds of times it rings each
day, to using computer assisted scheduling and dispatching.

% Iknow that when we work with doctors offices to schedule appointments at certain times

SO our vans can group riders traveling in that direction.

But MaineCare Transportation Provider Rates have not changed for many providers since

1997. They have not kept pace with the direct costs they were intended to cover: rising fuel cost,

increased health insurance and vehicle insurance premiums. In addition, all MaineCare



Transportation Providers had their Base Rates cut by 3% on July 1, 2002 creating critical situations

for a number of those providers that were already in need of a rate increase.

A third "'vital sign"': because Maine has been in the lead nationally in coordinating the
provision of human service transportation, the current regional transportation providers use all

available funding resources to provide the most cost-effective services for all clients. If MaineCare

services were cut in a region of the state due to inadequate funding, the ripple effect could
result in the termination of all human service transports in a region. Pre-school children,
mentally retarded adults, physically disabled, elderly, could all have their transportation eliminated.
This would then have a major impact on all MaineCare health care providers whose patients would
not be able to access those services.

So now we return to the‘triage situation. Here's what we know:

v' The patient is active: In the last 9 months, YCCAC has served over 2700 different riders,
provided over 2 million miles of service through the efforts-of our Volunteer Drivers, and
people have made over 82,000 trips on our buses and vans.

v' There are a lot of people who have been ""nursing" the patient: ever since we heard
about the proposed cuts, all of us, statewide, have spent countless hours in multiple
meetings with staff at the Bureau of Medical Services, and among ourselves. We've been
looking for remedies, being creative about how we can do what needs to be done, with
the resources we have available, We understand the triage approach, we work daily with
the need to make decisions about "best choices given bad options".

The people gathered around this "transportation patient" are passionate about what they are

doing. When I was a child, and my Mom asked me what I wanted to be when I grew up, | NEVER
_ answered: a Transportation Director! But I have been at my job at YCCAC for 22 years, and there
are others in this room who have been doing it longer than that. Why? Because I see the faces, hear

the stories of the people we transport, the people who turn to us when they have no other choice.



We live in an age where the so-called nuclear family, that once lived near eachother and
could help out, has exploded and now is dispersed over the countryside, holding down multiple jobs.
We live in an age with longer life expectancies, with all the issues of larger numbers of aging
individuals in our communities. We live in a time of HMO's that move people out of the hospital
faster, and most follow-up care is on an outpatient basis. We, as a society, place value on each
person having basic things: shelter, food, medical care.

In this couﬁtry, in this state, in this room, critical decisions are made that impact the lives of
so many people.

[ ask: for those people who do not havé the means to travel, who do not own a car, can't
afford to insure it, cannot drive due to age or disability, what is the value of having an
appointment for physical therapy following a stroke if they can't get there? What is the value
of offering any medical care, developmental therapy, counseling, if the children, elderly,
persons with disabilities cannot get there?

As you complete your ‘triage deliberations, pleasé look at this transportation patient,
recognize the nurses ready to assist in the recovery process, and provide the needed funds to make
the patient whole again.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak with you.

I would like to recognize several of the YCCAC Volunteer Drivers, one of our riders, as well
as the other MaineCare Transportation Providers in attendance today. I want to express my thanks to

all the Volunteer Drivers and riders here today who have taken time to travel to speak about an issue

that they too are passionate about.



FY 04 - 05 MaineCare Cuts

Part 1 Budget

Medicaidization of
other State funds

(BFCS)

Restored Part 2

5/5/03 BMS Proposal

Cap Base Rate
at $7.00

Apply 5.79% cut
to other rates

General Fund Fed. Medicaid

($1,000,000.00) ($2,000,000.00)

$400,000.00 $800,000.00
(not new $)
$300,000.00 $600,000.00
$173,154.00 $337,060.00
$168,373.00 $327,754.00
TOTAL

to be covered by service efficiencies:

Total
($3,000,000.00)

$800,000.00

900,000.00

($1,300,000.00)

$510,214.00

$496,127.00

$1,006,341.00

($1,300,000.00)

$1,006,341.00
($293,659.00)
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In a rural state like Maine,
transportation services often
are a lifeline, covering the
long distances between where
people live and the goods and

ABOUT THE AUTHOR -

Connie Garber (e-mail:
cgarber@yccac.org) is transportation
director of York County Community Action

services they need. They help Corp.

more than 40,000 low-

income, elderly and disabled  To top of story
Mainers lead healthy and

productive lives.

That's why a $1 million cut in MaineCare (Medicaid) transportation
funding in the recently approved state budget for the next two years,
which triggered a loss of $2 million more in federal matching
dollars, is so disheartening - and so devastating.

This cut will cripple the transportation network, forcing human
service transportation to shut down in entire regions of the state,
leaving the most vulnerable Mainers without access to vital
services.

A coalition of nine regional transportation providers across Maine is
urging the governor and the Legislature to restore funding to keep
this system intact. We are working with state agencies to identify
other state dollars that could take the place of some of the funding
cut, but there is not enough available to make up the difference.
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Maine has been at the forefront nationally in creating a cost-
effective and coordinated statewide human service transportation
infrastructure since 1979, when "An Act Coordinating Regional and
Intercity Public Transportation Programs" was enacted. This act
divided the state into regions and mandated the development of a
permanent public transportation system and a coordination of funds
among all state agencies.

The strengths of this statewide system are that economies of scale
are achieved by combining multiple funding sources; all state and
local agencies purchasing transportation are assured high-quality,
professional service; the numbers of people who are able to be
transported to critical services are increased.

The daily operating costs for keeping buses and vans on the road,
including drivers' salaries and fringe, fuel, vehicle insurance and
maintenance of a fleet of vehicles, are allocated across all funding
sources.

The volunteer driver programs, where members of the community
offer their time and commitment and receive only mileage
reimbursement, are very cost-effective but also labor-intensive, The
support staff is required to manage the regional programs, beginning
with the required volunteer screening and training, taking the trip
requests and matching each with an appropriate and available
driver.

The downside to this statewide service is the interdependent nature
of the various funding partners: if one of the major purchasers of
service withdraws funding, or cuts payment rates to a level that
cannot cover costs, the whole integrated system is undermined. The
loss of significant dollars from the funding mix leaves inadequate
coverage for the overall system.

The ripple effect caused by the loss of transportation services begins
with the loss of a ride. Consider:

The teenager in need of transportation to dialysis because both
parents work. One parent would need to quit a job, perhaps finding
part-time employment for less money and fewer benefits. Fewer
benefits would mean higher out-of-pocket costs for medical
services, leading to financial stress and potential loan defaults.

The widow of a veteran, struggling with illness and physical
disabilities, who cannot afford a car and could not drive it even if
she had one. She would lose access to vital medical services,
leading to deteriorating health and possible hospitalization - at
significantly higher public cost.

http://www.pressherald.com/viewpoints/mvoice/030424yorktrans.shtml 4/24/2003
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The elderly man who relies on once-a-week rides to the grocery
store to continue to live at home. He might be forced to move to a
residential care facility, also at much higher societal cost.

For thousands of Maine residents who do not have their own
vehicle, regional transportation providers are a critical lifeline.
These services provide an opportunity for a more productive life by
providing a means to get to work or to training; to stay healthier
with trips to medical appointments; to remain independent in the
community with trips to day programs for persons with disabilities,
or trips to grocery shopping,

It is a poor policy to bring about the destruction of our state's human
service transportation network to save so few dollars, especially
when the ultimate cost is so devastating.

< Special to the Press Herald
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Testimony of James C. Wood before the
Appropriations & Financial Affairs Committee
on proposed cuts to MaineCare Transportation Services

May 7, 2003

Sen. Cathcart, Rep. Brannigan and members of the Committee Chairs and members of the
committee, [ am Jim Wood, Transportation Director of KVCAP, which provides full service

MaineCare and Social service transportation for Kennebec and Somerset Counties.

Over the last couple of months, Maine’s transportation providers have held several meetings both
as a group and with Bureau of Medical Services officials to find creative ways to narrow the gap
between the proposed funding cuts for transportation and the funds needed to run our systems.
While we have made some progress, a gap still exists that could carry some profoundly negative
implications for Maine’s citizens. While different areas of the State will be effected in degrees of .

severity, no area of the state will be immune from the effects of the budget cuts.

We recently heard the Governor’s plan for a new and innovative healthcare plan that intends to
provide access to quality and affordable heath care to all of Maine’s people. While the availability
of health care is a critical issue, access at its core can be as simple as not having a ride to the
services that are available. The best health care services will mean nothing to those vulnerable
citizens who can’t get to them. We are sending a dual message, one that says that quality
healthcare is necessary and important and another that says we are willing to compromise the

basic transportation access to these services.

In the brief time that we have had to look at the latest proposal from BMS, the impact remains
clear. Buses and vans in some areas will come off the road, volunteers who provide essential
transportation services to people will no longer be provided services and large numbers of people

will no longer have access to the health and developmental services that are so critical to a healthy

Maine.



We have narrowed that gap in the funding need to sustain our program, but not enough to avoid
some dire consequences if the proposal is implemented as planned. The public and social service
transportation system infrastructure place is based on a coordinated design in which services to all

riders and funding sources are hurt by significant cuts to one of it’s major contributors.

The volunteers that have become in essential part of the services provided to children under
protective custody will no longer be able to afford to provide the service. The recent increase in
fuel prices already put their commitment to a challenge. A further reduction in rates will make it
impossible for many of them to continue their valuable work. People with disabilities whose only
affordable resource are the accessible vans and buses operated by the transportation providers will

be left at home or be forced into more costly alternative living arrangements.

I would ask you to carefully consider all of the implications of the cuts proposed to the
transportation system.  The core issue is access. “We can’t build a better healthcare system if we - -
damage the infrastructure that thousands of Maine citizens rely on to access those vital services.
The best healthcare services are only as good as people’s ability to get to them. Please keep the

transportation infrastructure intact by restoring finding to these programs.

Thank you.



TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM

FUNDING SUGGESTIONS

By John J. Kelly — volunteer Driver — R.T.P.

DEAR LADIES & GENTLEMAN: |

It was with much surprise and sadness that I learned of the cuts being
considered in the states transportation program. If the figures are accurate
that the newspapers are reporting, that could mean that some, if not most of
the county transportation programs could be seriously compromised, if not go
out of business entirely.
This would not be good for the clients being served or those drivers who give
their time and vehicles to transport those in need. Most of all it would not be
good at all for those agencies who would be called upon, to pick up these
clients who would call them for crises services.
In way of explaining my position allow me to give you a couple of examples to
explain: if a person whe needs kidney dialysis can‘not get a ride any other way,
he is well within his rights to call an ambulance to take him. Might I point out
they would have to respond and take him to a Dialysis Center or he will die
within 3 — 5 days without it.

SECOND: If a mentally challenged patient, who could not get a ride to

his/her psychotherapist or docter to get their medication or be monitored to



see if they are taking their medication, goes into a crises situation, it’s a good
bet that the police or fire dept. and an ambulance would be called to resolve
the situation, take that person into protective custody and an ambulance
would have to transport them to a hospital.

THIRD: and lastly, Ladies and Gentleman, most transportation
volunteer programs would most probably go under, simply because there
wouldn’t be any volunteer drivers to take clients. Most of the drivers would
quit because there probably wouldn’t be enough rides to pay for the gas they
would need to use and definitely the money wouldn’t be enough to pay for the
repairs to their vehicles.

TO REVIEW: Cutting the Transportation Programs funding would
cause many of the clients we service to use emergency services in the city or
town they live in. The people who thought they were saving money by cutting
the transportation budget are really only going to spend more money in
emergency services and they really aren’t going to save any money at all. In
fact they’ll spend more money ultimately‘ because the cost of emergency
services is vastly more expensive than what Medicaid reimburses for
transportation.

I urgently request that those who will make this decision take the time to
think about what these funding cuts will cost the state in loss of volunteers,

experienced transportation program staff, and the increased costs and strain



that will be placed on local and county Emergency Service Agencies. I

strongly recommend a different solution to offset any cuts they may have to

make.

Sincerely yours,

JO& J. IQ;Y @/
Volunteer Driver and Client

5/@/03



REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM, INC.
= .

Jon B. McNulty, MSW 127 St. John Street
Executive Director Portland, Maine 04102
207-774-2666 ext:12 . Off: 207-774-2666
jonm @rtprides.org Testimony before Fax: 207-828-8899
www.riprides.org 1-800-244-0704

Appropriations and Financial Affairs

May 7, 2003
1:00 PM
State House, Augusta

RE: Reductions in MaineCare Funding for Transportation

Chairpersons: Senator Mary Cathcart
Representative Joseph Brannigan

Senator Cathcart, Representative Brannigan, Members of the Committee

My name is Jon McNulty. I am the Executive Director of the Regional Transportation
Program in Cumberland County.

First, Ithank you, the members of this committee, for restoring to the budget $300,000 of
the proposed $1,000,000 cut for human service transportation. I also thank various DHS
staff persons who have worked closely with us on this crucial funding issue. I particularly
recognize the efforts of the MaineCare staff whose time, hard work, cooperation and
creativity have resulted in potential methods to increase costs savings, and so obviate the
need for such a steep reduction in state funding for transportation.

Recognizing the good works that have been accomplished thus far, we still face a cut of
$300,000 of state funds which, when matched with federal funds on a 2 for 1 basis,
translates to a total loss of $1,800,000 for the two year budget period.

I strongly urge the committee to restore an additional $300, 000. This will ensure that
seniors, persons with disabilities, low income children, and those who must access life
sustaining medical treatment, such as dialysis, will have a strong transportation system in
place to serve their needs.

nk you.
Lo 2 L2 Z/MZ;

. McNulty
Executive Director
Regional Transportation Program, Inc.
127 St. John Street
Portland, ME

T

A United Way Agency




Transportation Hearing — State House — Augusta, Maine — May 7,2003

Good morning/afternoon. I am Nancy Keene of Vanceboro a volunteer driver for Washington- Hancock
Community Action Transportation.

I transport patients from Washington County to Ellsworth and Bangor for dialysis, cancer treatment,
surgery, eye care and other specialty medical treatment. These services are unavailable in our rural area,
requiring travel. These patients have no other way to get to the required treatment.

Failure to receive regular treatment would result in a crisis requiring ambulance services, intensive care,
nursing home, or other expensive care. Regular care is far less expensive that critical care. Being able to
remain at home with some assurance of an ability to get to regular care removes a great deal of stress from
the medical picture. Regular treatment is a matter of life or death to many of my clients.

There are ways to get the $ 200,00.00 needed to generate the $ 400,000.00 in Federal funds to continue the
present program. People would understand a sales tax increase to fund medical and education programs. It
would be similar to the containers of pennies small businesses keep at the cash register for people to put in
or remove as necessary to their needs. Those who have extra pennies leave them for those who need them.
This may be a close to a private fund raiser as we could get.

Life is difficult enough for Maines rural poor please don’t add to their burden.

Thank you

P63
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My name is Callie Parker. I am 81 ysars o d, and my white hair and wrinklss are my

Servicé'Stripes. I am a resident of Little Deer Isle, which is located on heautiful
Penobscot Bay. I have done various kinds of work; as a rsstaurant hostess, cashier
and bookkespsr, also as a. postal clerk. [ have cooked in several summer homes(one sum-.
mer for the then Prassident and CEO 6f Campbell Soup Company). I have served my community
as a Hosrice voluntesr, school board member, trsasursr of our community school district,
(CSD) AYD BOARD M7MBER OF SEVERAL OTHRR ORGAVIZATIONS, In my church I have served as a
Eucharistic Nlnisteieimgnlectnr. Most important of all, T have been a wife, mother of
8 children, and a loving homemaker. Thrse of my sons, and one daughter died as babies.
They have become a goal I work toward daily. My three living daughters and one son have
provided 15 grandchildren .and 11 great-grandchildren for me to love. God willing, there
will be anothar grsat-grandchild added to the clan in September. They all help me in
every way possible. Since they all work they are unable to drive me to doctors' appoint-
ments. I don't know any doctors who have office hours on week-euds, so that leaves me
without transportation.
I was married for nearly U8 years, and 13 years ago I became a widow., I have lived alone
since then. I sold my husband's car to help pay for his funeral expenses. Fortunately, he
happened to have a fairly decent car at the time, a step up from some of the others--the
kind you drive up to the gas pump and say, "check the gas, plesase, and fill her up with
0il." My husbhand was seversly disabled with an incurable spinal condition which gave him c
stant pain for the last 50 years of his life. As a consequence, he was unable to work stead
at anything; a truly tragic situstion which killed his spirit and robbed him of has self-
esteem.
In faith, family and friends I am ome of the richest people I have ever known. When it
comes to finances I am gravely challengsd. My monthly income totals §582.00in Social Se-
curity aﬁd Supplemental Income (SSI). Clearly, thsre is no way I can afford the main-
tenance of a car. I have relied heavily on WHCA Transportation, for which I am deeply
grateful. I live a mile from Route 15, and six miles to the nearast grocery store, The

Island Medical Center whare I go to see my doctor is 10 miles away. Blue Hill Hospital
s
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is around 4O milss from my home. In a very real sense, I feel imprisoned. This is also
true for the thousands of low incoms peorvle like myself, so you.can readily understand
that drastic cuts in tramspertation funds for the disabled and.elderly who are totally
dependent on those funds ars in a scary situation. Sincce October of 2002,.£,80¢ clients
have used WHCA transportation in the total number offw)€4@ trips.The Bigures speak of the
dire need for continuing support from the State of Maines &nd from the Federal Gozzrﬁmigt

. oll,

Wo understand that some funding has been restored, but not in the amount needed to ;eep
WHCA  SERVICES ADEQUATRLY funded.It is no exaggeration to state that Washington and Han-
cock citizens will be hard hit by lack of funding. It seems incredible to me that billions
of dollars can be sent to Iraq when our own qitizens are disregarded. Whenver I speakto
our lawmakers, I feel the need to include a quotation from President Abraham Lincoln.Having
experienced poverty himself, he must have spoken these words from his heart:

" The legitimate object of Government is to do for a community of people whatever they
need to have done but cannot do at all or cannotso well do for themselves in their separ-
ate and individual capacities."

These are also important words for every U,S. citizen to cherish : "....Covernment of the
People, for the Peopls and by the People shall not perish from the Earth.!
My sincere thanks; and may Almighty God abundantly bless each of you, and all your loved

ones.



TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION TO FURTHER
REDUCTIONS IN THE TANF PROGRAM

Marec R Mutty
Roman Catholic Diocese of Portland
May 07, 2003

Senator Cathcart, Representative Brannigan, and members of the Committee on
Appropriations and Financial Affairs, my name is Marc Mutty and I represent the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Portland. I come before you today in reference to the proposed
reductions in the Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) account before you.

The Catholic diocese has a long history of concern for the poor, the marginalized, and
those that are most in need of society’s assistance in meeting their daily needs. Those that
rely on TANF are, as you well know, individuals and families that are struggling against
tremendous odds to simply survive. They are, as Bishop Joseph suggested to you at his
annual luncheon this year, those that can least absorb reductions in services and benefits.
For them, reductions don’t simply mean a tightening of the belt but rather it may mean
the loss of fundamentals, such as a place to live, or adequate food. For these reasons we
must, as a function of good government, seek to protect the fund first, not last.

The TANF reserve fund, intended to provide a cushion for unexpected fluctuations in the
caseload, has been stripped of all its funds in the interest of balancing a budget. Now, a
two million dollar reduction is proposed in anticipation of a caseload reduction next year
under the assumption that the economy will improve. We too look with optimism to the
future but suggest that it is too risky a venture given what is at stake to bank upon it
today. Let’s assume that the economy doesn’t improve and the caseload stays the same,
or even worse, it increases next year. What then? What measures will be needed to
balance the account. Will the pressure to balance the account result in artificial measures
to force reductions? It is, as I am sure you can agree a most speculative gamble.

[ fully appreciate the responsibilities that balancing a budget places on you in these lean
times. However, in the name of Bishop Joseph, I ask you today to consider the
consequences of yet another cut to this essential program. I ask you to do what is right
and just and reject the proposed two million dollar reduction in the TANF account. It is
too risky and the stakes too high.



Maine Equal Justice
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May 6, 2003

Testimony of Mary Henderson in Opposition to the Reduction of $2 million from TANF as
Proposed in Part II of the Governor’s Proposed Budget

Senator Cathcart, Representative Brannigan, Senator Brennan, Representative Kane and
members of the Committees on Appropriations and Financial Affairs and Health and Human
Services. My name is Mary Henderson, I work for Maine Equal Justice and I am speaking today
in opposition to the cut in TANF in SFY *05 of $2 million proposed in the Governor’s Part II
Budget (page C-17 of draft Part II budget bill). We understand that the administration’s proposal
is to deappropriate, on a one-time basis, $2 million from the general fund for Community
Intervention Program funding and to replace this with $2 million in TANF block grant dollars.
We understand that the department justifies the TANF cut by anticipating a reduction in the
TANTF caseload. But the days of declining caseloads in TANF are long past. We simply do not
believe that, given the state of the economy and the recent history of cuts in TANF that we can
sustain the program adequately with this additional proposed cut.

As you know, the TANF program is our basic safety net program for low-income
families with children. It helps meet the basic needs of over 22,000 Maine children and their
parents. In addition to basic cash assistance, TANF dollars assist families with childcare,
transportation, training and other key supports necessary for them to be able to work. These
families are struggling to get by. According to a 2000 survey by the Maine Center for Economic
Policy, within the year leading up to the survey, half (55%) of TANF recipients had within the
last year received utility shut-off notices and 24 % had actually had their utilities shut off for
non-payment; a quarter (26%) hade run out of heating fuel; over 38% fell behind in their rent or
mortgage, and 28% reported skipping meals for a day or more because they could not afford

food. (MeCEP at 17, 18). Over half have in their household someone with a physical or mental



health problem that limits the parent’s ability to work. The safety net is having trouble helping
these families now and cannot sustain more pressure.

This is unsustainable for three reasons: 1) the program has already been substantially cut,
2) caseloads are not declining, and 3) federal block grant dollars are eroding.

As to recent cuts in TANF funding, Maine has now repeatedly used TANF dollars to fill
the daunting deficits that the state has been faced with. Under federal law, TANF block grant
dollars must be spent for TANF-related purposes — to help low income families with children.
The state has instead used these TANF dollars to supplant state dollars elsewhere in the budget.
In addition, the state has reduced its state funding of TANF through a variety of mechanisms,
reducing its state maintenance of effort to the very minimum required by federal law.

In 2001, for the SFY ’02 -’03 biennium, the 120" Legislature cut $3,062,000 from funds
that belonged in the TANF account. In 2002, the Legislature cut another $6,774,000 from TANF
for SFY ’03. And in the Part I budget this year, about another $5,000,000 of TANF dollars were
coaxed out of the budget for the ’04 — *05 biennium. All totaled, the program has already lost
almost $15 million in these two bienniums. The TANF program simply cannot afford the loss of
another $2 million in SFY ’05. The TANF reserve is depleted and the program is being
squeezed. There are three additional reasons these cuts cannot be sustained.

As to the caseload increase, in May 2001 it was 10,763 households, in May 2002, it had
risen to 11,162 households and now it is at 12,391 households. It is about 11% higher this month
than it was a year ago. This is not surprising given how closely the TANF caseload parallels the
state’s unemployment rate. (See attached chart). Absent a significant improvement in the
economy and the unemployment rate, it is not realistic to take savings in the TANF account
based upon a projected a lower caseload. It is a gamble that we should not take with Maine’s
low-income families. While the average monthly TANF benefit is very low—approximately
$380 a month-—the annualized impact of caseload fluctuations are significant. Just as a caseload
drop of 440 people can yield $2 million in savings for a year; a comparable increase in caseload
could just as easily leave the program $2 million in the red.

Further, the rapid caseload declines that we saw in the past will not be repeated even if
the economy does improve. As most of you know, Maine’s experience with the TANF program
has mirrored the nation’s, with cases dropping by more than half, from the approximately 23,000

families receiving benefits in 1993 to roughly 12,000 families today. ~As the caseload has



declined, a much higher percentage of the families on assistance have significant barriers to
employment. Over half have a health problem, or a child with a health problem that seriously
impacts the kind and amount of work that they can do. One in five report having recently
experienced domestic abuse from a spouse or partner.

The third point is equally critical. The value of our federal TANF block grant is eroding,
and there is no reason to hope that this situation will change anytime soon. As most of you
know, Congress is in the process of reauthorizing the federal TANF block grant. Additional
funding for TANF does not appear to be likely. This means that we must continue to operate our
state program with a block grant stuck at the value of 1997 dollars until at least 2007.

Meanwhile the cost of the services that it purchases has been and will be subject to inflationary
increases. The value of our TANF dollars is projected to fall by 22% over this 10-year period.
We simply cannot afford to cut more dollars from the program.

We understand that you have a difficult task ahead of you, but we are very worried that
these cuts will make our most vulnerable families even more vulnerable in both he short and long
run. So we strongly urge you not to make this cut.

Thank you for the opportunity to lay out our concerns about the need to protect Maine’s

TANF funding. I would be pleased to try to answer any questions that you may have.



TANF Caseload Changes January—September 2002

Month TANF Cases TANF cases Total
change over Unemployment
previous month Rate
January 2001 10,782 -7 4.2 %
February 2001 10,775 -24 4.5
March 2001 10,751 +57 4.3
April 2001 10,808 -45 4.3
May 2001 10,763 -155 4.0
June 2001 10,608 -172 4.0
July 2001 10,436 -167 33
August 2001 10,269 +132 3.3
September 2001 10,401 -40 3.7
October 2001 10,361 +8 3.9
November 2001 10,369 +155 4.2
December 2001 10,524 +155 4.0
January 2002 10,810 +286 4.8
February 2002 10,853 +43 4.9
March 2002 11,028 +175 4.8
April 2002 11,204 +176 4.4
May 2002 11,162 -42 3.7
June 2002 11,086 -76 3.9
July 2002 10,953 -133 34
August 2002 10,843 -110 3.2
September 2002 11,045 +202 3.8
October 2002 11,276 +231 4.1
November 11,671 +395 4.6
December 12,236 +565 4.6
January 12,093 -143 5.5
February 12,354 +261 5.5
March 12,505 +151
April 12,380 -125
May 12,391 +11




Chart1

TANF Caseload compared to unemployment rate 1/01 through 5/03
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. MAINE COALITION
'ON SMOKING OR

ww EALTH | Testimony
of the

Maine Coalition on Smoking or Health
Regarding

Governor Baldacci’s Draft Supplemental Budget for FY04-05
Senator Cathcart, Senator Brennan, Representative Brannigan, Representative Kane, members of the Joint
Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs and the Joint Standing Committee on Health and
Human Services. My name is Doctor Jo Linder. I am the chairman of Maine Coalition on Smoking or Health.
I am here today, on behalf of the Coalition, to comment on Governor Baldacci’s draft Fund for a Healthy Maine
supplemental budget for FY 04-05. We are a statewide coalition of organizations and individuals working
together to improve the health of Maine citizens by eliminating tobacco addiction and exposure to secondhand

smoke. We are also committed to making sure that the tobacco settlement money is used as it was originally

intended ~ for critical disease prevention and health promotion initiatives to keep Maine people healthy.

Prior to this legislative session, over 38% of tobacco settlement revenues received through FY 03 were diverted
from the FHM to the General Fund. That happened in spite of the fact that we all know that prevention
programs are less expensive than treatment after someone is ill. That happened in spite of the Legislature’s
original intention that these funds be used to supplement effective programs, not to supplant funding for

existing ones.

The tobacco program in the Bureau of Health started with an FY 01 Fund for a Healthy Maine budget of $16.5
million. The program took a cut of nearly $4 million in FY 02, only $1.8 million of which was restored for
FY 03. Now more cuts to the tobacco program are being proposed — specifically, $600,000 of evaluation
money. Since the change package for this latest budget is not yet public, there may be additional program cuts

that we are not even aware of.

As all of you know only too well, tobacco kills. In the State of Maine it is taking a huge toll on our citizens and
our economy, costing us an estimated $470 million per year in direct health care costs alone. As a result, one of
the best investments we can continue to make with our tobacco settlement money is in our comprehensive

program to reduce disease, disability, and death related to tobacco use. If Maine’s tobacco program is permitted

to operate as designed and with the funding it needs, the State should achieve the tobacco-related goals and



objectives of Healthy Maine 2010, the state’s plan for addressing Maine’s ten health priority areas for this
decade. Without that funding, we will fail. Given tobacco’s status as Maine’s top preventable killer, the

tobacco program in the Bureau of Health must be a top priority. Additional cuts would be very short-sighted.

By several measures, the tobacco program is making significant progress, but we have a long way to go.
Evaluation money is not expendable. It is evaluation money that helps us determine whether we are making
progress, and how much; whether programs are working or not. In spite of that fact, the tobacco program
evaluation line has fluctuated more than any other line item in the FHM tobacco program — from $1.2 million in
FY 01 to $500,000 in FY 02, and back to $1.1 million in FY 03. The irony is that one of the first questions
legislators tend to ask when they are thinking about cutting a program, and rightly so, is “How do we know
whether the program is working?” Our question is, “How will we know whether it is working, if we do not

have a stable source of funding with which to answer that question?”

Even at the current level of funding for evaluation, we are barely meeting the CDC guidelines for this
component of a comprehensive program. On top of that, we are concerned that although the treatment program
that is offered through the Maine Tobacco HelpLine is by all measures a smashing success, it is substantially
underfunded. It, along with the rest of the tobacco program, is already facing four more years of flat funding.
This is not the time to be taking money to address General Fund revenue shortfalls. The tobacco control

program saves the State money every day. Let’s let it work.

The draft supplemental budget before you is a result of reduced revenue projections, and realistically, none of
us have any reason to believe we have seen the last of that problem. The Maine Coalition on Smoking or
Health believes it is time to recognize the shortfall for what it is, and start looking for ways to replace some of
those lost revenues. Taking money from a program that is addressing the number one preventable cause of

death and disease in Maine simply makes no sense.

Thank you for letting us voice our concerns.
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May 7, 2003

TESTIMONY OF CRAIG NELSON ON BEHALF OF NORTHERN NEW ENGLAND
ASSOCIATION OF HOMES AND SERVICES FOR THE AGING (NNEAHSA) RELATIVE TO
PROPOSED STATE OF MAINE 2004-2005 SUPPLEMENTAL BIENNIAL BUDGET

My name is Craig Nelson. I am partner in the law firm of Doyle & Nelson here in Augusta and I am
here today representing the Northern New England Association of Homes and Services for the Aging
(NNEAHSA) in support of certain relevant portions of the proposed 2004-2005 supplemental biennial
budget. NNEAHSA represents more than 50 not-for-profit long-term care facilities providing housing
and services to nearly 5,000 in Maine and approximately 110 similar facilities in Maine, New

Hampshire and Vermont with over 10,000 residents.

In the most recent 2003 supplemental budget, which was enacted last month, approximately $1.6
million was removed from the revenue generated by the nursing home gross receipts tax and match
program that was enacted in the supplemental budget last fall. These funds were to be paid to residential
care and home health care service providers in addition to the money that would be paid to the nursing

home providers out of the tax and match revenue.

NNEAHSA was very pleased to see that, as pledged by Governor Baldacci, these funds have now
been restored in the proposed 2004-2005 supplemental budget with a total of $1.4 million being payable
to the residential care providers and $200,000.00 payable to the home health care providers over the
two-year biennium commencing on July 1* of this year. We also understand that these funds will be in
addition to the $1.6 million per year in the upcoming biennium that was included in the budget that was
enacted at the end of March of this year that would also be payable to the residential care and home
health care providers. This then represents a total of approximately $4.8 million of much needed
funding that will be payable over the biennium to these providers of essential services out of the revenue

that will be generated from the nursing home gross receipts tax and match program. Although the
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methodology has not been completely developed, we provide support for this part of the budget with the
understanding that this revenue will be provided either in the form of additional regular, periodic
payments to these providers or through a rate increase that would be implemented on or before July 1*

of this year for the biennium.

The other part of this proposed biennial supplemental budget which NNEAHSA is providing
conditional support for is what we understand to be a de-appropriation of approximately $1 million per
year of state funds due to revenue maximization changes in the method that MaineCare will utilize in
reimbursing private non-medical institutions (PNMI) in that reimbursements will now be made on a flat
per resident fee for services basis as opposed to reimbursing thc?se providers on a cost basis. This
revenue maximization is shown in the proposed biennial supplemental budget to generate $1,946,376.00
per year in federal match. Since this system will be converting from a cost basis to a flat fee basis, it is
obvious that, without some adjustments, there will clearly be winners and losers in that some providers
will, on a flat fee basis, receive more than they receive on a cost basis reimbursement and others will
receive less. Again, although the exact methodology has not been completely developed, NNEAHSA is
providing its support for this part of the budget based upon the understanding that, in the 6 to 9 months
which it is expected it will take to receive formal approval of this program from the Social Security
Administration, the Department of Human Services will be working out a system utilizing these
additional federal funds, which will allow a leveling of the payments that would be received by each
provider so that we will not have the “winners and losers” result that would occur without some type of
adjustment mechanism. Since it will take several months to obtain the necessary federal approval, we
also understand that the existing system of reimbursement on a cost basis will continue in effect until

this approval is forthcoming.

NNEAHSA supports these relevant provisions of the proposed supplemental biennial budget and is
prepared to work with the administration, the Legislature and the Department of Human Services in an
effort to establish payment methodologies for these two programs, which will establish a fair, equitable

and predictable distribution of these funds to the respective providers.



Committee Member
State House
Augusta ME 04333

Dear Member:

This letter is to express my concern about the recent cuts and proposed cuts
in the budget of the Mental Health and Human Services Departments.

TAP (Transportation Assistance Program) provides transportation for people
who are unable to use public transportation and can‘t afford taxis. These
people will no longer be able to go to their doctors’ appointments. This
especially effects those who do not live in the larger cities where public
transportation is available or who are too severely handicapped to use public
transportation.

TAP and Lynx also take people to Community Health and Counseling
Services (CHCS) day programs. These are groups and classes that give
people social interaction and life skills. With the proposed cuts to these
programs, CHCS may have to close them entirely. This would result in many
people, even those who would still be able to use TAP, staying home, alone,
with no social interaction except medical appointments. (For those who can
still reach those.) It is my opinion that a significant percentage of the people
who would lose their opportunities for social interaction would require
hospitalization much more often than they do now.

My own 2-week stay on a psychiatric ward cost $15,000 (in 1997). It would
be far cheaper to fund the transportation system and the programs that
prevent these hospitalizations than to pay for them.

Also, concerning the Lynx Program. This program was originally created to
provide transportation to the handicapped. A recent change in the agency
rules, however, has caused the Lynx to stop providing services to the people
who need them most (the severely handicapped). Specifically, people in
wheelchairs or others who need assistance to and from vehicles. The Lynx
drivers are no longer allowed to enter the clients’ houses and assist them to
the vehicle. This means that anyone in a wheelchair or using a walker or with
extremely bad balance who cannot open and close the door by themselves are
not eligible for transportation by the Lynx. Because the Maine statute does



not require taxicab companies to assist people with handicaps, this leaves the
severely handicapped, the people whom the system was designed to help,
without any transportation to social events or even doctors’ appointments and
other non-emergency medical needs.

Reducing the budget of the TAP program and other services may save a few
dollars now, but will result in a greatly increased cost to Medicaid /
Mainecare in the near future as lack of doctors’ care results in more
hospitalizations. And less social interaction results in more nervous
breakdowns and suicides.

After my own nervous breakdown, I was released from the psychiatric ward
with no home to go to (I went directly from the hospital to the homeless
shelter), no doctor to keep track of my medications or renew my
prescriptions, no psychiatrist to monitor my mental health and no psychologist
to help me recover. Ihad not received any assistance in applying for
Disability, Medicaid, or Food Stamps. - All of these were provided to me
through the services of CHCS.

The hospital was a safe haven for a few days, but without the community
services to help me put my life back together, and the continuing support I
receive in accessing available resources and developing skills that will help
me return to the work force, I probably would have committed suicide by
now. (I have bipolar disorder, PTSD, and disthymia, another form of clinical
depression, and often had thoughts of suicide before I started receiving
therapy and medication.)

Community services and social interaction are not luxuries. They are our link
to the greater community. What would your life be like if automobiles were
banned in Maine and only public transportation was allowed? But not
mcreased from its current level of availability. That is what it is like for us.

Please give this situation some thought and research the medium and long-
term effects of this budget cut.

Thank you for your time.

Priscilla Grant



April 7, 2003

To:

I’'m ¢oncemed about the Maine Care budget cuts. That involves the CAP agencies. Iam especially
concerned about WHCA transportation. 1 live in Milbridge and don’t have a car so I depend on WHCA to
get to my family doctor at HFHC, the psychiatrist in Ellsworth, and CHCS Adult Mental Health Services at
the Washington County Day Treatment Program in Machias, There are eight to ten people in our group
who take WHCA to get there, so if we don’t have the transportation our group will dissolve. We need

these mental health services!

I’'m not only advocating for myself but for all of us who regularly take WHCA. They won’t be able to
get to their doctors, therapy, kidney dialisis and chemo treatments. These treatments are a matter of life
and death. What are you people thinking? Are we supposed to go backwards in the mental health services
that keep us out of the hospital?

Please reconsider rebudgeting the allotment of money for all the transportation

N -

services in the State of Maine for the Maine Care clients. Thank You. W



/2/41{ L’gg;d&zm Senator Richard A. Nasg

N 3 State House Station

‘5, A f v Augusta, ME (04333-0003
eIW e # (207) 287-1505
Maine | PO Box 154
Acton, ME 0400}

(207) 477-2607

fe/zafe .@MWCL‘ 34( senrichard.nass@legislature. maine. gov

www.richardnass.com

April 10, 2003

Ms. Jane C. Hackett
29 Oxford Street
Sanford, ME 04073

Dear Ms. Hackett;

Thank you for contacting me regarding the twa-year budget cut as it affects
transportation programs, [ appreciate your sharing your concerns with me about this
important issue.

As you mentioned, the budget does include a $600,000 cut in MaineCare
transportation funding. Many Maine citizens have expressed their fears that these cuts
may compromise needed medical transportation for the needy and elderly if additional
funding is not secured by July 1st.

There were other plans that were being considered during the budget proceedings
in the Appropriations Committee that would have been much more favorable towards
MaineCare transportation services. Unfortunately, the Governor and a majority of
legislative members wanted the language that was ultimately adopted.

There were numerous problems with the budget that was enacted. I could not in
good conscious vote for this document knowing of the serious gaps it contained.

Again, I appreciate you taking the time to express your concerns. If you have any
further comments, please do not hesitate to contact me at any time.

/%erely,

Richard A. Nass
State Senator

Fax (207) 287-1527 * TTY (207) 287-1583 * Message Service 1-800-423-6900 * Web Site: http:/fwww.state.me.us/legis/senate



YCCAP

P.O.Box 72

11 Cottage Street
Sanford, Maine 04073

April 11, 2003

Dear friends,

Please find enclosed copies of letters and pictures that were sent to the Maine Equal
Justice Partners for lobbying on your behalf concerning recent budget cuts. I felt
compelled to help in any way that I can. Many of our clients depend on your agency for
transportation to work in our greenhouse program for adults with developmental ,
disabilities. Most of the people who work here would not be able to continue coming if

their transportation opportunities were lost.

Thank you for your great work in all that you do! Please know that you are appreciated
for your services.

Sincerely,

P Ciide.,

Holli R. Andrews
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DEAR RTP my name is Jesse Joy and T ride the bus and I would

Be lost with out the bus I enjoy the bus a lot and if you tack it away
I'would not know what to do it tickets me to morrison developmetal
Center my job is good and can be fun most all my coworkers get a rid
For RTP I would be grateful if we cloud keeper the bus thank you for
Your time
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May 1, 2003

Honoreble John 3aldacci
Governor of Maine

1 3tete House 3tation
Auzuste, Maine 684333

Dear Governor:

I am one of the users of the Transportation
3ervice performed by the York County Community
Actlon Corporation for the elderly, handicapped
and low income people, Those of us who use

- thls service have Deen notifisd that a proposed
statewide cut in Medicaid (MaineCare) funds
would take effect July 1, 2003,

Since YCCAC Transvortation cannot provide

Medlicald service at the proposed rates, and

other human service funding would not be

sufficient to cover the necessary operating -
costs for tuses and voluntzer 3rivars, there

would be left only the Sanford Transit bus

and the WAVE (Job access) vans which are not

funded with human service dcllars., Tais will

of necessity cause a discontinuance of all

the Transportation services of YCCAC.

There 1s no pudlic transportation in any of the
small towns of Maine, Therefore, we must rely
upon the transvportation services of YCCAC,

Once a week we now have the privilege of going
where there are supermarkets, drug stores,
doctors, optometrists, dentists, hospitals,
Senior Citizens' Centers, day care, etc,

Great hardship would be created if this means
of safe transportation were disgontinued.

On behalf of all of us wno would bne affected,
I appeal to you to do all in your power to
appropriate the funds necessary to continue
this vitel -service,

Copy to: Respectfully,

Acting Commissioner, 6&¢3231u1§ﬁ§;;-\

Department of Human Services

All State Senators and Anita Withers
Representatives - York Co. Box 31

YCCAC Transportation Director Newfield
. Maine 64056
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MaineCare bus budget short

by Jonathan Cook

SANFORD — Almost 2,000
York County residents who
need a ride to the doctor will
have to get there with less help
from MaineCare, the state’s
Medicaid program.

In spite of money recently
plugged into a $3 million hole in
the state's Medicaid trans-
portation budget, the total
funding for programs like York
County Community Action’s
buses — with routes to medical
destinations — will fall shy of
the projected need for the next
two years.

As part of an effort to fund
the Department of Human
Services budget at the same
level as the previous budget,
DHS staff lopped $1 million
from the requested $17.5 mil-
lion for Medicaid transporta-
tion funds, according to Public
Affairs Director Newell Auger.

But, that $1 million cut
amounted to a $3 million loss
because the federal govern-
ment matches states with $2 for
every $1 spent on Medicaid
recipients.

Yorl County Community
Action transportatien director
Connie Garber was taken by
surprise when the cut was
announced because, she says,
DHS “didn’t understand the
ramifications” on the programs
of her office or nine others like
it across the state,

However, in an effort to pre-
vent what Garber says would
have been the end of many pub-
lic ride programs, DHS got cre-
ative. Through what he termed
“Medicaidization,” Auger says
$400,000 in funds already being
spent on ride programs “tan-

. draw

gentially related to Medicaid,”
— but not currently paid for
with Medicaid money — will
now be eligible for federal
matching money.

Just how much this new
accounting returns to the bud-
get is a matter of dispute.

Auger says it’s $1.2 million
back in the budget. But Garber
says that number would include
the $400,000 already being spent
by the state. She says the only
new money would be from the
federal match of $300,000.

Another question about
“Medicaidization” arises: if
some programs are able to
funding from
Washington, why hasn’t DHS
applied for it in previous bud-
gets?

“Necessity is the mother of
all innovation,” says Auger.
Also, he says, some small pro-
grams have not been “worth the

‘time and effort and paper-

work,” to file for federal match-
ing money in the past.

Yet, even after Auger’s num-
ber of $1.2 million restores part
of the cut, $1.8 million is left
before current levels of service
can be nmaintained, says
Garber. Furthermore, she says
that current levels aren’t even
enough to get all Medicaid
recipients to all of their
appointments when they can’t
get their own ride, The
prospect of rolling back service
goes against a federal mandate
that all Medicaid recipients
have “access” to medical care,
Garber points out,

That’s why cutting trans-
portation funding could wind
up costing taxpayers more,
according to Transportation.
Director Tom Reinauer of the
Southern Maine Regional

Planning Commission, the
agency that processes grant
applications for Garber’s office.
Reinauer says that when a
Medicaid recipient can't get a
ride to a doctor’s appointment,
an expensive ambulance ser-
vice may be required.

Facing that prospect, DHS
has now announced the discov-
ery of $300,000 “in cost savings
from other Medicaid programs”
that will be applied to trans-
portation to receive another
$600,000 from Washington.

All in all, Maine’s Medicaid
program has fared better than
many other states in this time .
of national budget shortages,
according to Auger. He says
that = Massachusetts has
“knocked 36,000 (people) off the
(Medicaid) rolls.” But in
Maine, DHES wanted to make
sure “no dne would be kicked
off the program.”

In that sense, he says, the
budget has been a success.

. Although, he admits that, with

increasing MaineCare enroll-
ment, the need to “flat-fund”
the budget means each dollar
will have to go farther.

Because of the state’s fund-
ing formula, York County gets
less money per rider than other
regions. That means Garber
doesn’t know just how far the
new budget will take York
County residents, but for now,
all she can do is hope the
money will go as far as the doc-
tor’s office.
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DEVASTATING COST

@ By removing their one
link to independence, they
will become more
dependent, at a greater
cost to taxpayers.

By CONNIE GARBER

In a rural state like Maine, trans-
portation services often are a lifeline,
covering the long distances between
where people live and the goods and
services they need. They help more
than 40,000 low-income, elderly and
disabled Mainers lead healthy and
productive lives.

MAINE
VOICES

That's why a $1 million cut in Main-
eCare (Medicaid) transportation

state budget for the next two years,
which triggered a loss of $2 million
more in federal matching dollars, is
so disheartening - and so
devastating.

This cut will cripple the transporta-
tion network, forcing human service
transportation to shut down in entire
regions of the state, leaving the most
vulnerable Mainers without access to
vital services.

A coalition of nine regional trans-
portation providers across Maine is
urging the governor and the Legisla-
ture to restore funding to keep this
system intact. We are working with
state agencies to identify other state
dollars that could take the place of
some of the funding cut, but there is
not enough available to make up the
difference.

There is much at stake.

Maine has been at the forefront
nationally in creating a cost-effective
and cocrdinated statewide human

funding in the recently approved

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Connie Garber (e-mail:
cgarber@yccac.org) is
ransportation director of York
County Community Action
Corp.

service transportation infrastructure
since 1979, when “An Act Coordinat-
ing Regional and Intercity Public
Transportation . Programs”  was
enacted. This act divided the state
into regions and mandated the devel-
opment of a permanent public trans-
portation system and a coordination
of funds among all state agencies.

The strengths of this statewide sys-
tem are that economies of scale are
achieved by combining multiple fund-
ing sources; all state and local agen-
cies purchasing transportation are
assured high-quality, professional
service; the numbers of people who
are able to be fransported to critical
services are increased.

The daily operating costs for keep-
ing buses and vans on the road,
including drivers’ salaries and fringe,
fuel, vehicle insurance and mainte-
nance of a fleet of vehicles, are allo-
cated across all funding sources.

The volunteer driver programs,
where members of the community
offer their time and commitment and
receive only mileage reimbursement,
are very cost-effective but also labor-
intensive. The support staff is
required to manage the regional pro-
grams, beginning with the required
volunteer screening and training, tak-
ing the trip requests and matching
each with an appropriate and avail-
able driver.

The downside to this statewide ser-
vice is the interdependent nature of
the various funding partners: if one of
the major purchasers of service with-
draws funding, or cuts payment rates

Cuts in rides for needy do great harm

to a level that cannot cover costs, the
whole integrated system is under-
mined. The loss of significant dollars
from the funding mix leaves inade-
quate coverage for the overall sys-
tem.

The ripple effect caused by the loss
of transportation services begins with
the loss of a ride. Consider:

® The teenager in need of trans-
portation to dialysis because both
parents work. One parent would need
to quit a job, perhaps finding part-
time employment for less money and
fewer benefits, Fewer benefits would
mean higher out-of-pocket costs for
medical services, leading to financial
stress and potential loan defaults.

@ The widow of a veteran, strug-
gling with illness and physical disabil-
ities, who cannot afford a car and
could not drive it even if she had one.
She would lose access to vital medi-

‘cal services, leading to deteriorating

health and possible hospitalization
at significantly higher public cost.

@ The elderly man who relies on
once-a-week rides to the grocery
store to continue to live at home. He
might be forced to move to a residen-
tial care facility, also at much higher
societal cost. .

For thousands of Maine residents
who do not have their own vehicle,
regional transportation providers are
a critical lifeline. These services pro-
vide an opportunity for a more pro-
ductive life by providing a means to
get to work or to training; to stay
healthier with trips to medical
appointments; to remain indepen-
dent in the community with trips to
day programs for persons with dis-
abilities, or trips to grocery shopping.

It is a poor policy to bring about the
destruction of our state’s human ser-
vice transportation .network to save
so few dollars, especially when the
ultimate cost is so devastating.

— Spectal to the Press Herald
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Cuts jeopardize rides for elderly, needy

® The two-year budget
would cut money for
transportation programs.

By JUSTIN ELLIS'
Staff Writer

Transportation providers are lob-
bying the Legislature to restore fund-
ing for human services-related trans-
portation programs when lawmakers
take up the supplemental state

budget this week.

The two-year budget approved two
weeks ago included a $600,000 cut in
funding for MaineCare transporta-
tion, which supports transportation
to medical and social service
appointments for the state’s elderly
and disabled.

The reduction in MaineCare funds
would result in an additional loss of
$1.2 million in matching federal Med-
icaid funds. Without adequate fund-
ing from federal or state sources,
transportation providers say they

could be forced to close their doors.

Newell Auger, a spokesman for the
Department of Human Services, says
DHS has been working with trans-
portation providers and others to
identify savings possibilities and run
the programs as efficiently as
possible. i :

“These cuts are difficult for every:
one, but we wouldn’t have made
them in the manner that they were if
we thought they would jeopardize
our compliance with federal regula-
tions in any way,” Auger said.

Ten providers from around the
State have joined together to ask ieg-
islators to find alternatives to reduc-
ing MaineCare funding. The coalition
is also working with the Department
of Human Services’ Bureau of Medi-
cal Services to find other methods of
cutting costs or generating revenue.

Earl Phillips, 51, of Sanford says he
would be left without any means of
getting to the pharmacy or to regular
doctor’s appointments if transporta-
tion services are suspended.

Phillips requires frequent

oo ——

treatment for-a sore on his foot that
has failed to heal because of diabetes.
He’s already had surgery to, repair
his foot and worriés that another trip
to the hospital could be in his future.
Without a ride back and forth to his
doctor, he fears he could lose his foot
altogether.

“Without transportation, I wouldn’t
be able to go see the doctor or have
my foot taken care of,” he said. “But
there are people that are worse off
thanT am out there that need it.”

For more than a year, Phillips has

| STATEHOUSE 03

been :relymg on fransportation pro-

vided by the York County Commu--

nity Action Corporation. The pro-
gram not only transports the elderly
and disabled, but also low-income cli-
ents, those with mental illness and

young children going to preschool .

programs.

Please see CARE, Page 3B

|



"Maine is really one of the leaders in the country in providing
coordinated transportation services," said Connie Garber, program
director of the agency. "For more than 20 years we've had regional
transportation providers."

Garber estimates the program provides transportation services for
more than 2,000 people in York County. The program relies on
state and federal money, combined with regional funding from
other community organizations, such as the Southern Maine
Agency on Aging.

Like many transportation providers around the state, the York
County agency operates a fleet of vehicles with fixed weekly routes
and door-to-door service. The program also has volunteers who
offer their time and vehicles to make trips.

Without state and federal funding, many programs would not be

able to meet their operating costs, which include fuel, repair and
insurance, Garber says.

With a number of providers operating at a loss on MaineCare
services and an increase in the number of MaineCare recipients, she
says some might have no choice but to close their doors for good.

"If the number of MaineCare recipients eligible for transportation
goes up, that could really put us in a corner,” she said.

Staff Writer Justin Ellis can be contacted at 791-6380 or at:

jellistapressherald.com
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Cuts Would cripple transportation services

“The ripple effect of this budget cut
would be devastating to the most vul-
nerable Mainers who needs these
essential transportation services in a

By John Swinconeck
Staff Writer

York County Community Action
Corp. said Gov. Baldacci’s plan to cut
$600,000 in MaineCare transportation
funds would cripple transportation
services in York County and through-
out Maine.

According to YCCAC, the loss in
funds would mean losing $1.2 million
more in matching federal Medicaid
funds.

THURSDAY APRIL 3, 2003

AN INDEPENDENT VOICE FOR YORK COUNTY SINCE 1878
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rural state such as ours,” Connie
Garber, YCCAC Transportation
Director, said in a written statement.
“Pre-school children, mentally retard-
ed adults, the physically disabled, the
elderly, would all have their transporta-
tion eliminated.”

Over 40,000 people could be affect-
ed by the cuts, according to YCCAC.

FIVE SECTIONS/70 PAGES

Linda Belfiore of Washington
Hancock Community Agency said in
a statement that the only way o keep
the transporiation system intact would
be if lawmakers restore the funding.

State transportation providers
said the cuts would cause a ripple
effect that would cause many full
service transportation providers to
close, the providers warn.

“This would leave wheelchair
van and taxi services as the remain-
ing transport options for. MaineCare

recipients without a car, at a higher
per unit cost, with no full service
transportation provider to arrange
any trips,” Belfiore said.

Belfiore  said  MaineCare
providers would work with state
agencies to cut costs if the $600,000
cuts can be avoided.

YCCAC said MaineCare transporta-
tion providers could not absorb the $1.8
million loss in state and lederal funds.

A coalition of 10 Maine transporta-
tion providers, including Regional

Transportation Program of Cumberland
County, Community Concepts of
Ozxford and Androscoggin Counties and
Waldo County Committce for Social
Action, are asking the governor fo kecp
the funding intact.

In an e-mail, Garber said the cuis
would mean YCCAC Transportation
could not provide Medicaid service
at the rates that are now proposed.

“Because these funds comprise
almost two-thirds af our operating

See YCCA, page 17A

YCCA

Continued from page 1A

budget, if we are not doing any of
. these units, the other human service

funding we receive will be inade-
quate to cover the operating costs
for our buses and volunteer drivers,”
she said. “The only services that
would remain intact are those fund-
ed through Maine DOT with Federal
Transit Administration dollars,
namely the Sanford Transit bus and
the WAVE (Job Access) vans.”
YCCAC's transportation program
provides residents with access com-
munity services and resources which
they would otherwise not be able to get
to. The organization maintains 19 bus
routes, and has over 85 volunteer driv-
ers that operate their own vehicles and
are reimbursed for mileage and tolls.
Rhoda Emery, 89, of Elfiot said she
lakes a bus provided by YCCAC to do

her shopping, which includes the super-
markel, pharmacy and a K-Mart. She
pays $2 for the round trip, and said she’d
be willing to pay more if she had to.
“Bven a $5 charge would be
worth it,” she said. “T go every

week. They come. every Monday

morning, and they’re very prompt.”

Lucy Anderson, 73, of Kittery also

uses the bus to do her shopping once a
week. “That’s all we have here,” she
said. *“York Hospital provides free
transporiation to go to doctor appoint-
ments, if your doctor is aﬂihaled wnlh
York Hospital.”

Anderson said the bus was impor-
tani, especially to those on a fixed
income.

Garber said there has not been
any discussion of impacts on other
programs within YCCAC."

“Obviously the share of agency-
wide overhead costs currently borne
by the transportation program would

need to be re-assessed,” she said.
“The people we serve, our riders,
the community based agencies pro-
viding programming, and our human
service ‘funding sources need to
understand that YCCAC is commit-

- ted (o léoking for solutions,” she said.

—

“We will continue to work with all the

other MaineCare Transportation

providers state-wide to identify alter-

native funding so that this drastic

shutdown will not have to occur.
Efforts to obtain comment {rom

- Baldacci’s office were unsuccessful.

75
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No wheels

State should reconsider plan to
put transit programs in newlral

section, which is heard from every time major cuts are proposed. By
now, legislators and Gov. John Baldacci are no doubt getting used to
the chorus of protests set off by the budget they approved last week.

Cuts are necessary this year, when the state’s bank accounts are not just
dry but overdrawn. But not every cut is equal, or wise. The decision to
slash $600,000 from the MaineCare transportation program seems espe-
cially unwise.

We’ll give you two reasons.

One, by deciding to take the funds away from the transit program for

. E very program in state government has a constituency and a cheering

low-income Mainers, the state is forfeiting twice that amount — $1.2 mil-

lion ~ in federal transportation funds. This means that without even mean-
ing to, the state is likely to flatten the tires of transit programs that are
vital for many residents.

In York County, for instance, the bus service run by the York County
Community Action Corp. employs 17 buses, many bus drivers and a battal-
ion of volunteer drivers to transport seniors to their doctors’ appointments
and people of any age with special needs to their medical, school, work and
other destinations. The blue and white buses are a familiar sight along the
county’s roads, especially in areas not served by regular transit services.

Only a skeleton of the service will remain if the state doesn’t restore
some of the funding in its supplemental budget later this session.

Yanking this service would be a serious blow to people with serious
needs and limited means. Like child care, transportation is an essential,
daily need whose loss can cause all kinds of unintended consequences.

The second major reason for legislators to consider restoring the transit fund-
ing when possible is the rural nature of this state. If Maine were more densely
populated or better equipped with commercial transit systems, social service
agencies wouldn’t have to spend so much time thinking about transportation.

But outside of a few central communities (Biddeford and Saco have the
ShuttleBus), this is a state dedicated exclusively to the private car. Those
without wheels, and without the ability to get them because of physical or
financial limitations, are at a huge disadvantage.

With the latest budget cuts, they’re likely to be left standing at the bus
stop for a long, long time.,
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By TAMMY WELLS /Journal Tribune
twells@ijoumnaltiibune.com
SANFORD — A York County Community
program which provides
ransportation services to 3,000
elderly and disabled clients could essentially
fold by July I unless a supplemental state bud-
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Budget cuts could kill services

matching federal dollars means YCCA won't
have enough money remajning from other
sources to continue to provide service (o most
bus and volunteer driver programs, said
Connie Garber. Two programs likely to
remain in service, a Sanford transit bus and
four vans that transport workers to their jobs,

statewide from MaineCare transportation
funds which, Maine’s nine transportation
provider agencies agreed, would trigger the
loss of $1.2 million in matching federal dol-
lars statewide. The move, they added, would
collapse the human service transportation nel-
work throughout Maine, from Calais to

on the situation in the upcoming supplemental
budget.

For the program Garber directs, the
MaineCare loss totals $250,000. Aud even
though some clients’ rides are funded through
other means, she said, not ecnough remains

get restores funding, its ransportation director

are funded solely by federal id.
B pores y by federal money, she said

Kittery.
The cuts, included in the state budget

“It’s prelty serious,” said Sen. David

m YCCA

State cuts that also trigger a reduction in

A

-

approved Thursday, trim a total of $600,000

Carpenter (R-Springvale). He said he’d work

Conlinved on Page A3
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from those sources to run the trans-
portation program as it now exists.
She estimated that 90 percent of the
program would disappear.

= "I teel what we're doing makes a
difference,” Garber said,

- “Lcan’t believe they would let
this happen.”

.+ YCCA currently has 17 buses on
the road each day and has an army
of about 90 volunteers who transport
clients in their own vehicles.

'~ “For 22 years, YCCA has provid-
ed rides for senior citizens for doc-

tor’s visits and other medical .
appointments, like dialysis. It also
provides rides for pre-school special
needs children, mentally retarded
adults and those who are physically
disabled.

Cynthia Monat, 51, of Sanford,
depends on the system. She uses
Sanford Transit for in-town services,
but relies on YCCA’s volunteer dri-
vers to take her to physical therapy
and other medical appointments out
of town, she said. Her dauglter, who
also requires physical therapy, uses
the service as well.

On a fixed income, Monat does-
n’t have a car and taxis are simply
unaffordable, she said.

“The ripple effect of this budget
cul would be devastating (o the most
vulnerable Mainers who need these
essenlial transportation services in a
rural state such as ours,” said
Garber. “Pre-school children, men-
tally retarded adults, the physically
disabled, the elderly, would all have
their transportation eliminated.”

In a prepared statement Friday,
the pihe transportation providers
said Maine won't be in compliance
with a federal mandate to assure
non-emergency medical transporta-
tion for all recipients, nor with
court-ordered child welfare man-
dates, if the cuts remain.

They estimated that 40,000 chil-

dren, elderly and others would not
be able to access crifical services.

MaineCare service providers
include Penquis Community Aclion
Program, Washington Hancock
Community Agency, Waldo
Country Commiittee for Social
Action, Coastal Transportaiton,
Kennebec Valley Commnmity
Action Program, Community
Concepts, Western Maine
Transportation Services, Regional
Transportation Program and YCCA,

The potential shutdown at the
YCCA tansportation program means
laying off between 25 and 30 office
workers and bus drivers, Garber
estimated.
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May 2, 2003
To whom it may Concern:

I am writing 1o you about the tax cuts to the MaineCare
Transportation Services. I would have a very hard time
trying to find a ride to my medical appointments because
everyone I know worR during the hours I would need to

make my medical appointments. I would be totally lost
without the service CAP provides for me. I am 100 years old
and need to be seen by my ®rimary Care physician regularly
and without the service Cap provides for me my health would
be at risk, The services of Cap are much needed in Maine due

to no public transportation.
Sincerely,

Marjorie Fisher
W. Newfield, Me
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April 24, 2003

Dear Governor Baldacci

Last November I went to the polls optimistic that the Democrats

- would once again be in Augusta. As a Democrat I must say I am not

only disappointed but also angry that you and your legislature have
passed a tax cut affective July1, 2003 that will cripple the low-
income of Maine. I am speaking of the 1.08 million dollars from the
MaineCare transportation program.

I have been affiliated with York County Community Action for a
period of 9 years in both capacities as a dispatcher and now a
volunteer driver. I have totalinsight on how important this program
is for York County. This service is not a convenience to the low-
income of Maine in many cases a fife saving necessity.

I'magine being the parent of a child and not be able to receive
medical attention due to no transportation. I see the worry and
concern of parents with seriously ill children and without the help of
the volunteer driver program these children may not receive the
medical attention needed. Many of these families do not have a
vehicle or one vehicle that is needed for transport to the job that
Reeps the family going financially, without the help of

- transportation the family dynamics would certainly suffer. A

situation of this manner is frightening, as the families would have to
choose between working and caring for the critically or chronically il
Sfamily member. In my history working with the low-income of Maine
a decision in this manner would then put the family on the roles of
public welfare programs, becoming a more expensive use of

government funding programs.

Governor Baldacci, I feel privileged to volunteer my vehicle and time

for my neighbors sharing with them their worry, their grief and rejoice



in their triumphs and how grateful they are for something as simple as
a ride.

I implore you to stop this tax cut before Jufy 1, 2003, as the
repercussion of this decision will be devastating to the residents of
Maine possibly resulting in death.

Stincerely,

Fran McDonald
Acton, Maine



14 April 2003

I can not begin to believe what I have been reading in the
papers lately and seen on TV about the proposed cutting of funds
to York County Communication Action. The thought of this just
leaves me wondering what will be next.

How can some of the handicap/disabled people get to their
destination? Some (more than we realize) have no means of
transportation to their medical appointments, etc. Doesn’t seem
right that we should ask them to suffer more and worry about how
to get to their sometimes “life saving” appointments. People
that are on fixed incomes don'’t need anything else to worry
about or add to their hardship.

My daughter has 5 children and some of them have special needs
and with only her husband working, living in a rural area, and
one vehicle, it’'s very difficult for her to find a ride, or make
an appointment. Her husband works long and many times, late
days. She has an eleven (11) year old daughter who is living
with us temporarily who “MUST” go to Casco Bay Dialysis 3 days a
week from 4:00 PM till about 8-8:30 PM. She is awaiting a
kidney transplant. This is a dire need for her. As I stated,
she’s temporarily living with us. My husband is not working at
the present due to 2 separate surgeries he has had. He will be
out of work a while longer. He has taken our granddaughter to
her dialysis appointment with special thanks to YCCA drivers, on
crutches. He was not able to drive due to knee surgery. I work
‘and have to be up by 2:45 AM in order for me to be to work for
4:30. I drive to and from work daily, which is about 75 miles
per day. I take her also to dialysis a couple times a week
thanks to YCCA drivers. I would take her myself but sometimes
the dialysis runs late and I am pretty sleepy by then and due to
this I will not take a chance of driving home and having an
accident. Thanks to the courteous drivers, I can just sit back
and keep an eye on my granddaughter as sometimes she doesn’t
feel well before or after her appointment (she has had some
seizures in the past) till we get there or back home without
worrying if something will happen.

We’'ve all been asked to carpool if possible to try and keep our
alr clean and help out with less congestion on our roads and
highways. Now, they want to put more vehicles on the road and
some with handicapped drivers.

You need to put yourself in the place of some of these people.
As you sit at home, healthy, warm and cozy with your family by



your side, think of what it would be like if the tables were
turned. How would you feel if you had a disability? 1If you
were on a fixed income, health problem, no family around or all
working and had to go to an appointment that you desperately
needed? Would you get in your car (if you had one) knowing that
you might not make it to your destination? I have seen some of
these people who go to dialysis. They are in “"NO” shape to
drive before they get there and even less when they leave.
Don’t you think that they have a hard enough time dealing with
this without making their life more miserable? Don’t you think
that they wish they were like every normal person out there?

Ag for the drivers at YCCA, most of them depend on this modest
income to help them make ends meet. Some are handicapped
themselves with hearts of gold. They are caring, courteous,
polite and personable drivers. They care about their passengers
and worry when they cancel their appointments. These people are
special to those of us who need them for our own reasons.

It’s a pity that a program like this should end because of tax
cuts. I believe that tax cuts shouldn’t hinder the elderly,
children, disabled, and handicapped who have their plates full
enough now. This isn’t fair to them. They didn’t ask to be in
the situation they’re in. Let’s not do this to them.
Let’s give them some happiness, help, and comfort and

keep this program alive and running!




April 22, 2003
To whom it may Concern:

I am writing in response to the information I received that
CAP Transportation Services are to be cut due to budget
constraints. I wish to state that I object to such budget cut
because I am among those who utilize CAP Transportation
Services for my medical care. The cutting of these services
would greatly jeopardize my health care, as I would not be
able to make my medical appointments.

Sincerely,

A Maine Resident



The tax cuts coming into affect on July 1, 2003 will be
devastating to the majority of disabled, elderfy, cancer
patients, diatysis, mentally ill, developmentally delayed
children, and low-income famifies. These people will not
have the recourses to recetve medical treatment due to no
transportation. This decision of the legislature will
without a doubt close the doors to all transportation
services provided by Maine’s Community Action
Agencies. Losing these services will eliminate all non-
emergency medical treatment to low-income famifies not
fortunate enough to have their on vehicles. The
transportation programs do not only supply transport to
medical appeintments but also family visits for the
children and parents that no longer together. The bus
services takg the elderly shopping for food.and household
items, which allow them, be independent or the elderly
that need tofive with family the bus services transport
these individuals to adult daycare services which allows
the elderly to socialize with their peers and a respite for
the family caregiver. Both the Volunteer Driver Program
and the Bus Services provide transport for mentally
challenged adults to day programs or work sites again to
provide indgpendence and self esteem to this community.
The Volunteer Driver Program also transports children
and parents for visiting and counseling appointments
needed to reunite these families.

Below you will find the views of a_few York County
Residents that oppose this tax cut and how this will
affect them.



Please do npt take this very important funding from a
program that is a fifesaver to York County. My children
are transported to Kids Peace so that they may see their
Dad. Without this transportation my Rids would miss
out on thesgvisits, which are very important, to them.
Above all T am very concerned that many residents of
York County would have no way to receive the medical
treatment to [ive a healthy lifestyle.

If I did not have YCCAC Transportation Program I
would surely die as I have cancer and use this service to
receive the medical attention I need to fight this cancer.

I need to have transport to Landmark Hill Counseling
Services if ] could not receive this counseling my mental
health would decline and my life would be greatly
changed dug to no medical attention.

Over the course of two years I have been fighting to get
my son back from DIS. T have had to use YCCAC for
transportation to and_from visits with my son. My visits
and other ngeded programs are mandatory if T wish
reunification with ny boy. Please do not take away a life
fine to the betterment of my family.



If YCCAC were to close down the Transportation
Program my quality of life would decline because I
would not pe able to receive medical attention and get
the medications I need to sustain a healthier and

productive [ife.

If it was not for the Transportation Program I would
not be able to see my Rids. I have regular visits with them
in hopes to reunite my family.

If Cap was not available to me T would not be have a
normal and good life. I need transportation seven days a
week _to a cfinic so I can stay clean and sober. Please do
not allow this service to cease.

I do not think you should take the funding away from
YCCAC because a lot of people rely on the
Transportagion Program to receive medical treatment,
family visits, grocery shopping, adult daycare, adult
refiab, and school for developmentally delayed children.
My children would not be able to have visits with their
Dad if not for the Volunteer Driver Program. Please
rethink this tax cut and restore the funding, asitis a
much-needed service. :



May 2, 2003
To whom 1t may Concern:

I am writing to you about the tax cuts to the MaineCare

T1 ransportatién Services. I would have a very hard time
trying to fingd a ride to my medical appointments because
everyone I Rnow work during the hours I would need to

make my medical appointments. I would be totally lost
without the service CAP provides for me. I am 100 years old
and need to be seen by my Primary Care physician regularly
and without the service Cap provides for me my health would
be at risk, The services of Cap are much needed in Maine due

to no public transportation.
Sincerely,

Marjorie Fisher
W. Newfield, Me



April 17, 2003

Governor John Baldacci

Re: Budget Cyts to Medicaid Transportation
Dear Governor Baldacci

I am gravely concerned regarding the budget cuts that have tanked funding
away from Medicaid transporiation, which is what I do. Without
transportation many of our clients will be unable to avail themselves of
necessary and urgent medical services. York County Community Action transport
many people to dialysis, special needs children to pre-schools such as Spurwink,
Sweetser, and Waban and sometimes Headstart. The drivers transport kids and
adults in foster care and group homes to counseling, medical appointments,
rehabilitation programs, and supervised parental visits,

Many of our clients are too elderly, too young or too ill to transport themselves
and have no families that are able to transport them.

Without the continued services of volunteer driver program and bus services
many of our cfients would be at risk of certain death or definite decline in their
state of health and/or well being. This need is not a frivolous need and without
the services of the transporiation programs throughout the state of Maine the
quality of life will certainly decline.

I would appreciate your response and attention in this matter as soon das
possible.

Sincerely,
Alice Bragdon

P.O. Box 72
West Kennebunk, Me. 04094



To whom it May Concern:

The Family and Friends of the transportation recipients feel
that Governor Baldacci, Senators, and Legislatures are signing
a double-edged death warrant. Being two crucial components
to the proposal to cut transportation funding.

1. Being out of compliance with the Federal mandate to
assure non-emergency transportation to all Medicaid
recipients.

2. The second part of the Death Warrant is for mothers and
fathers without the resources to pay for needed
transportation for their families. Parents who cannot drive
or do not own cars and need to receive medical services
for their families. For families who have a loved one that
needs daily medical treatment due to a life-threatening
illnesses and the family members that are employed must
continue with their employment as that is the only source
of income to keep the financial commitments in these
trying economic times. We urge the governor’s office to
figure out a budget to restore funding to continue
transportation and other programs to support our elderly
and needy citizens of Maine.

Carlton Candage, Cornish Maine
Catherine Mayo Limington, Maine
Priscilla Day Hiram, Maine

Mary Garland West Baldwin, Maine
Wesley Candage West Newfield, Maine



April 30, 2003
To whom it may concern:

I am currgntly attending counseling for Post-
Traumatic Stress Syndrome and depend on the
services provided by York County Community
Action. Without this service I would not able to get
to my mugch needed counseling appointments due
to no vehicle.

I live with my parents and my father’s health is
failing so gy mother cannot provide a ride for me,
as my father cannot be left alone for any length of
time.

I suffer from severe depression and without
constant treatment my mental health will be
jeopardy. I implore you to please look at the budget
once agajn and reinstate the funding for MaineCare
Transportation Services.

Sincerely,

A Maine Veteran



May 4, 2003
To whom it may Concern:

| am a single-mother in York County. | am opposed to the
funding cut in the MaineCare Transportation, as this service
is detrimental-to the well being of low-income families. | have
in the past used this service provided by York County
Community Action and possibly could in the future.

A few years ago my daughter fell off her bike and pushed her
two front teeth back into her gums, which was abad and
bloody injury. A trip to the emergency was needed but it was
the follow up.care that prompted the problem. My daughter
had to see a specialist in Scarborough and | live in Sanford
without a licgnse to drive. Being a recipient of Medicaid | was
able to call YCCA and request a ride for the follow up
appointment.in ‘Scarborough. A Volunteer Driver came on the
day of the appointment and made sure we arrived on time
plus waited two hours to return us back to Sanford. Because |
was able to receive the services of the specialist my
daughter's teeth were saved and the injury to her mouth
treated for infection and once again her smile was beautiful.

Since that tirpe 1 have required my license and have a decent
running car and enjoy giving back to my community by
volunteering.my car and time to the program that was so
valuable to my family. | have had the privilege of working with
some of the ptd timers, as we call them that came to my aid
more than once plus meeting and helping the people of York
County.

For sometime now | have been driving an older gentleman to
a dialysis center in Biddeford three days a week. Due to an



incident that.eccurred last winter my client and | have been
blessed with a very special bond. My gentleman has a blood
pressure problem after his dialysis treatment and sometimes
needs extra ime and attention at the center. One cold winter
night we were on our long journey to Parsonsfield when |
noticed my friend was very quite as we usually gab all the
way. | called his name and he did not respond pulling over to
the side of the road | noticed he had some foam around his
mouth and djd not seem to be breathing. 1 have never had
anything like this happen in my life and | was scared.
Realizing myﬂFr‘le'nd was dying if not already dead I 1aid on the
gas pedal properly too fast and started looking for lights
between the trees. We were on one of the most desolated
strips on Route160 1 finally saw a dim Tight through the trees
and headed in that direction as fast as could. | pulled into the
driveway hopking my horn and flashing my Tights. The family
in the house came running and | told them to call 911 as fast
as they coulgdby now 1 knew my friend was in dire straights
The outcome to this story was a miracle and | still drive my
gentleman to-his dialysis treatment three days a week with a
total different outlook on our relationship as driver and client.
This was the scariest yet wonderful experience in my Tife and
| would not have had it without the transportation program at
YCCAC.

This is only one story of many that all of the drivers
experience some without happy endings but to be involved in
the human experience of helping one another in our time of
need is the finale reward.

| cannot express how disappointed | am over the fact that
once again the low-income will take a blow to the head.
Please consider this tax cut because the devastation losing
the Transportation Programs will have on the chronically and
seriously ill in the State of Maine.



Maine. One pever knows someday you or a family member
may need the use of a program like YCCAC'S Transportation
Program but it will not be there to help your family or other
Maine familigs.

Sincerely,

Helene Patrick
Sanford, Me.



May 4, 2003

To whom it may Concern:

I have been jpvolved with the Volunteer Driver Program for six
Yyears; during that time I have hiad the opportunity to help

many deserving people.

The child in foster care who without this program fwou&f not be
able to visit with their parents or siblings with hopes of
reunification.

The child who needs special services to be able to grow and five
a productive fife whether it be physical therapy, speech therapy,
or attending special classes.

The blind woman who is learning to use a computer hopefully
to gain employment to support herself or learn how to take care
of her own dgity needs as washing, dressing something as simple
as combing her hair. Without transportation this woman would
not have the chance to better herself and become independent.
The elderly couple that can no longer drive or own a vehicle

that needs hefp with transportation to ma;’ntaiﬁ their medical

needs or to go food shopping with the bus service.



The cancer patient too sick to drive yet needs medical treatment
sometimes on a daify basis and without this treatment they
would surelydie.

So it is with great concern that I ask you to do whatever is
necessary to yeinstate the funding for the Transportation
Programs though-out Maine.

Without the Volunteer Driver Programs/Bus Services many of
Maine’s residents will not receive these much needed services to

maintain angd normal and healthy life.

Sincerely,
Virginia L. Hasty

Porter, Maine



April 22, 2003
To whom it may Concern:

As a volunteer driver I am writing to let you know what our clients
say and how-much they appreciate what we do as volunteer drivers,
and top let you know how much time and effort we put in. Without
this service clients can’t get to dialysis treatments, chemo treatment,
or to doctors appointments, which are greatly needed, and clients
lives depend-upon.

Without our services children under BCFS care and parents of these
children would neglected. The communications between parent and
child would be at a standstill. Children under BCFS and the parents
depend on this service greatly. For some this the ONLY way they
have contact with each other.

As a volunteer driver I'm very pleased to help those in need and to
be able to offer this service. We go out in just about every kind of
weather to get our clients to where they need to go. We also absorb
the high price of fuel and put up with all kinds of setbacks [traffic
jams, accidents, construction etc.] just to get our clients to their
appointments.

We need to think of these people who are in GREAT NEED of this
service and find another solution to cutting costs. Without this
service people will be lost.

Sincerely,

Joe LeClair



Re: York County Community Action Transportation Program -

Dear

It is my understanding that the York County Community Action Transportation Program
will be dissolved as of July 1* due to lack of funding. :

As a mother of a child with a disability, this program has been critical in giving my son
access to special education services. When my son started his special education program,
he was only able to speak one word and needed intensive physical and occupational
therapy. Now my son can speak full sentences and needs only limited occupational
therapy services. In the fall, my son will be attending regular school and has a chance of
a very bright future, But, none of this could be possible without this transportation.

As a public health professional, I am very familiar with studies that demonstrate the
importance of access to health services. These studies have shown that without access to
services, there have been adverse outcomes for the people involved as well as to society
as a whole.

The same principle applies here. By denying children with disabilities the necessary
transport to attend early intervention programs, you impede access. Many children will
not be able to attend these schools and will not get the intervention that they need to Jead
full productive lives.

Children, especially children with disabilities, cannot advocate for themselves. It is your
responsibility as legislators to be a voice for them. Jeopardizing this transportation
program is, in effect, jeopardizing many children’s quality of life.

Please consider finding the funds to subsidize this program. There are children who need
your help.

Best regards,
Louise C. Merriman, MPH

7 Guinea Road
Biddeford, Maine 04005
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May 16, 2003

Dear House Appropriations Committee Member,

| am writing to request your support in the reinstatement of $214,091 targeted to cut
the volunteer driver reimbursement rate from 30 cents to 28 cents per mile in the
propesed Maine Care Transportation budget.

As Volunteer Driver Coordinator for Community Concepts Transportation, with
responsibility for over 300 volunteer drivers, | am gravely concerned over the potential
impact this reduction could have on transportation services in Maine. A reduction in
volunteer drivers would not only affect Maine Care transportation but could also.
degrade services to other consumers.

Volunteer drivers provide services from door to ddof, .éssential for those in rural areas
away from bus or other agency vehicle routes, and provide personalized assistance to
those not physically able to enter in and out of their homes and treatment facilities.
These volunteers also give passenger'é in crisis or thos'e'suffe'ring from serious injyry or
iliness the comforting support needed during their difficult times.

Children in protective custody and/or children that fall under the Bureau of Child and
Family Services are almost exclusively transported by volunteer drivers to facilitate the
Department of Human Services mandate of providing one on one transportation by a
driver who has attended the Children’s Transportation Workshop along with other

reguired-training.

With over-229,000 residents enrolled in Maine Care, volunteer drivers are an integral
and critical element of Maine’s transportation infrastructure.
Utilizing a volunteer driver is the most efficient means possible provide access to health
care for a patient who does not have the means to either transport themselves or find a
friend or family member to give them a ride. N . ,
e Rides provided by Maine volunteers generally cost much less due toAvol'u'(j't'eefs ‘
‘waiting for patients and eliminating the need for an additibnal trip to ive't:ufn"th_e
‘patient. _ .
e Mileage rates are .30 for volunteers and .68 for agency vehicles

79 Main Street (207) 795-4065 Transportation (207) 795-6073
Auburn, Maine 04210-5977 : Fax (207) 784-6882 Rental Services (207) 743-1530



s In 2002 volunteer drivers’ donated time provided $3,940,633 worth of service to
Maine citizens. This is based on a rate of $8.18 per hour as reported by the
Maine Commission for Community Service for calculating the labor value of a
driver. This includes 220,000 hours driving time and 261,740 hours waiting time
for patients at appointments. Obviously, a huge savings to the taxpayer.

» Volunteer drivers have only received one mileage reimbursement rate increase in
the last 20 years and are still 4.5 cents below the IRS allowable-rate and 2 cents
below state employees, while the cost of operating a vehicle continues to rise
and is currently at an average of 43.9 cents per mile according to the American

Automobile Association.

In summary, Maine volunteer drivers provide an extremely efficient method of providing
transportation services and are dedicated individuals serving their communities, state,
and country. It would be financially imprudent not to restore funding at current levels
for volunteer driver reimbursement. Every volunteer driver that was lost due to mileage
reimbursement rate cuts would ultimately result in increased costs per unit by having to
fill that ride with a paid driver that was an employee and pay a higher mileage rate, or
worse deny access to health care to a rural resident because an agency vehicle was not
available or would be cost prohibitive. ‘

Finally, | feel it would be morally and ethically wrong to send a message that these
volunteers are not valued or appreciated and that Maine does not support or encourage
volunteerism, which is exactly the message that would be sent if the proposed cut

stands.

Thank you for your anticipated support and please feel free to call me if you have any
questions at: ‘

795-6073 office

786-2554 home

462-3790 cell

Respectfully,

Volunteer Driver Coordinator
- Community Concepts Transportation Department
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by Abbey Casés Rice gct cuts go into effect as planned. .
© REGION — For sEven years) - “We ‘could close down (the mmsT ‘
. Dijane Hamilton of Mexico volun- portation depa:tment)," shesaid, ., .

tesred .for Western Maine Stopping ttansportation services
Transportation Services as a driver, for MameCare recipients would
taking people to doctor appoint-. havc a devastatmg effect op many
ments and -on other necessary md1v1duals said THerault,
errands. “For ‘some people, this can be life ~
These days, however, due to a _saving,” she said, noting ‘that some °
spinal cord injury in December, of  of theif clients rely on the service to
2002 that has left her numb from the . . transport them to kidney. dialysis
“waist: down, Hamilton'is in need of . appointments, radJauon treatments
transportatmn herself, as often at or other appomtmcms

'three times a week, to doclor “These are vilal servmcs .
appointments and phystcal therapy Theriault cont.mucd “We are des- - J
appointments, . perately hoping that someone (at the

But as of July 1, Hamxlton may state level) will realize that this was™ §#
 find herself out of Juck if she calle a terrible mistake.” S

' Western Maine Transportatxou to.  The state budget for 2004-2005 _

schedule aride.” .- has cat $600,000 in MameCaro A
Both Westerh Maine Tmnsporm&on tmnsportauon funds, but those cuts
and Commupity Concepts, non-profit’  translate into a total loss of $1.8 mil-
agencies that provide ride services to lion dollars when the loss of federal’

MaineCare (Medicaid) recipients, are  matching funds is factored in, -

-in danger of drastically reducing or Both Community Concepts and -
even ehmmahng those services due to  Western Maine Transportation rely
major budget, cuts in the 2004- 2005 on, volunteer. drivets. to transport -
state budget, whmh goss' mto effect their clients. The volunteers are

July 1. . Lo reimbursed from MameCare funds

" “July 1, thmgs could potenually 30) cents a mile for'gas 5 abd th use, qf i

stop,” said Rugene Skibitsky, gener-  their vehicle, . SEELE

al mauager ,of Western Maine . Commumty Conce ts, whlch

o ahsjﬁ Hation, o gy BB &s roscqgg Bxfot& !

iR NORE T g "’ Fonntes Rad asouts “&1

regulat “green bus” servxcc v.kmld be unteer dnvers, ‘while Wgstem Mame . . ‘ R AT

_ unaffected. - : Transportation has about 100, © . *  COMING TO, AN END? — Phil O’Brion, Community Ce
Community Concepts spokesPer- Commumty Concepts prov1dcs " client ‘Dianié Hamilton of Mexico out ‘of his cay a5 they N"’f'
son Mary Ellét Theriault predicts a ° -ride’ seryice. fot MairteCare recipienrs Iike Hamiltofn may <

sumlar fate fdr hcr a;ency 1f the bud- ‘ See CU’I‘S on Page 3 photo by\ Abbey Casés Rlce) I T A
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Sa nﬁ de s M trJ S 1C 'h 1 :‘t';hw
by Bruce Farrln ' , ’ town s share to SAD 43 or thb coun— monon that they halve tbat Lo just, 1 Dcrouche a'l‘so caxr
MEXICO — Tough econoimic: ty tax, both of wbmh have not been pefcent. . ¥ L Way to, save money to'{
times mean tightening the' belts; and  determine, ' “There’sa couplc people ottt  théve ing his salafy aver ther

cMa@y the selectmen and Budpet In comparison to e’ 2002: 03 " wondering why. 1 percent. Well, last . .- He- said Dy ‘cuire
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Transportatlon cuts §
Would put state out

of compl é’mce

' © ' byAbbey CasssRice - ‘
, REGION With huge budget deficits-to cprténd with, Maize law~
*makers have had 16 make tough ‘decisions dbout whers to make cuts m
the 2004-2005 budpet. SRR ,
.~ But some- say. that cuts in transponauon services to Mame(lare .
(Medicaidy recxpmms 'could Jand the state in hot water with the federal |. -
. government, ’
©, A press release from a coalinon of nine transportation prowders .
across Maine contends that the $600,000 cut (which translates into ‘a ,
total loss of $1.8 million, including the loss of federal matching funds) " .
would put the state “out of compliance: with the federal mandate to "} - .
assure non—emargency medjcal transportation for all recipients;” - .
. Furthér, becanse statefunds are.used to transport some children. to’
comnseting dnd ther court ordered child welfare mandates, the state i .
' would be out of compliance with those court orders. . o
“The feds could shut down the MaineCare/Medicaid program,” smd
Eugene Skibitsky, genera]. manager of Westem Maine Transponanon
© Services. . - ] o _
“It could happen ‘ : ;
: Skibitsky.is concerned that if the federal govemmeut were 10 step in
fo try to correct the situation “it could be a hell of a Iot more expen-
 sive? than what is in place éurrently. I
1 At'press nmc, o one fwm MameCa;e could be’ reached for com- |
.{ ent. : . ) Lo
. The threat of bmng out of cnmphance with fademl gmdehne;s and ' -
)} court ordered mandates could be.avoided if lawmakers chooser L]
restore at least' sothe’ futiding throngh a supplexesital budget, pmcess § '
before the 2004-2005 budget goes into effecton July L | - o) " b
.. Glenn Gordon, director,of community relations at WeStem Mama. N .
*[tansportation said that hc “feels hopcﬁll” that some addmonal fu:nds
could be foupd.
“Thc Fespopse (out oﬁkAugus;ﬂ) seems more pa§mve in, the 1ast

A ta degrd Fy ,-.., _“ ,," ar 244 N i
| Rl a4 TR AR G S

& ; . Gordon and others in'the transportation sector hops tha)i legmla-
mceptq vélunteer,. helps forme: voluutee tors-bee that. the1r ‘Wwoérk “has a.real impact,” -and, i$ urging those .
ve at Rumford Ho¢pital for an appointment. The | affected by tha cyts to contact. their 1egxslatom and ask them to
some to an end due to state budget cuts, (Times rcstore the fundmg R . . .
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dation by the -
he. Budget
e Chief Gary:

be paid the.
)proved, gone
r cost when
way from his
a call, which
155 hours,-

/a8 cut out was:
to do the pick:"
nup. The town,
jad this service
vith this yeat
ie cost is gener-
0. - '
not decreased,

waste increased .
$187,778, with .
& tb increase 10’
. Regional Solid,
) an increase in
er ton) assessed
landfill...
vere insurances,
220,000.
reduction in the-
little margin for:
jcacies as the
13 reduced from;
:mnt budget to just:
1, : . T
if business at the
onr. session was’
ts of $5,000 each
.0 Trailblazers
b and the ATV
thé réquest with
owards grooraing’
.maintenance.” . -
member  Herb
funding was espe-
gar as.an oversight.
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led to missing out:on 2 club grant., -

Selectman Lovise W aterhoiise

said thatigiven, the economic times, . : woulc
 the-clients; but those who serve them

ghe made @ motiof to support giving
$2’5m 10 each Cllu ..-‘ ; Fv‘. "' Boaen ..

However, Selectman Barbara,
Larameée said that because thé board
hdd: opted not to give money {0 SEV-.

eral social setvice, agencies earlier,

‘they should follow, through with that’ -~ ;
i, 0 e nable to work a regular job, being

Y

idea with these'clubs, © . . .o
The motjon 'was then.defeated by
2.1, .with’ Chairzan * Reggie

Arsenauls electing 1o absfain: The

Biidget Committee, then'voted 6-0 10
yaige zero dollars, o

Derouche " said ‘the Mexico "

Trajlblazers do bring economic
valye to the community: “The 7€r0”
that wis recommeénded. T'would:
neves promote that because they do’
a lot.for the valléy, They have,
events that go on, like Blessingof
the Showimachines; that brings dal-
lars into the valley. The bottom line -
is aboutithe bottam line this year.

_1t’s as simple as that.” ™ -

When: asked ahout the effect of

not ~'gétt|in§.r‘th,_a redquest to the town,,
Campbell said it would likely impact

how. well the 40 m
town sre maintained. -

. . »

. Like the other ag ngies, thié' Zero

dollars for these two clubs ‘will niot - ‘gssary appointments.

_appéar,on the warrant for the June 9.
fown meeting. . . . . -
Tl gnly way:to get it on .the war-
rant'i€ by petition, which Campbell

v

‘said he would do. A successful peti-
Hon will requires at-least 106 signd-,
tures of residents, which represenits
10 percent-of the: registered voters
who cast votes in the last gubémato-
rial election, Deadline for all such

petitions is May 16.., '

AR

ARANS (TR (f’:)

abput 3,000 rides s month but o
thejr Rumford office’alone, while
Western Majne Tranportation made
_about 65,000 trips Jast yeari, <
- Charlie ‘Ames; a voluhtéer with..

~ Community 'Cdncepts for about 8,

year, is concerned about:the efféct.
that the cuts would haye oot only.on+
aswell: ' .

“From.my perspective,. this affects
a Iot of people.in.a lot of wiys — -
the volunteers, the 2ldeily, the dis-
abled? -, von @ R
For Ames, who-is disabled and
_ablg to drive’ clients is important fo.
hhﬂ- . .1 P "":-"..

#It-gives me a feeling of con-
tributing, hesaid, . ¢ v

-“It's a fulfilling part of my life.’
1t's something 1':can do and I'can Sel.
myownpace.” . . s .,

Phil O'Brion, a driver;for Western
Maine Tranpsportation, also'finds’
voluntesring to be an important part
of his life. S

"A retired Radio Shack,store
owner from Jay, Q’Brion volunteers,
fivedaysaweek. ' . .

7] enjoy it. I meet a lot of nice:
people, and it’s something you can
do.”. . o '

- - As much as the volunteers would
miss the opportunity. to contribute, .

iles of trails in [}.!g“"the more devastating 'effect would

‘undoubtedly be on those who will
no longér be able-to'maks it to nee-

..

3:. ,.:' r'n ' “ : . B
know Whai.i she will do’
Commu.m’t‘y. Corceptsends ils trans-
portalion program. N

[

[y

Capyident . o0

i
1 have no idéa-I fruly-don’t héve' '
Y

.+ ‘After paying het.zent, O'Leary "
"has jess than $300:1eft evpiy:month. -

+and “there isp’t-much thérefor

axisdh

. “T'truly do depend

. Concepts.” /¢ . ~
"“If ransportation services were to
end at the fwo'local agencies, some

of the burden’might be shifted over

on’ Community "

to the nides program ‘at SenjorsPlus, °

said. SeniorsPlus Community
Relations' '

Planchart.

. The SeniorsPlus program operates -

differently from ~Community
Conceéptd and Western Maine

| ‘Manager "' and -
Transportation Manager Cathy'

_Transportation jn- that it provides

non-Medicaid reimbursable rides for
seniors in Androscoggin, Franklin
and Oxford counties, RN
Although its costs are low.com-
pared to a conventional taxi.service,
gven that is.beyond what some
seniors can pay, said Planchart.

#1f the MaineCare transportation

services dry up, the demands on our

. program - would dramatically
increase and we would have a diffi-
cult time meeting the need with our

limited capacity, and may potential-

. Iy have. to discontinue providin
rides 50 as to keep the program fro |
being operated at a loss,” Planchart

. 4] really.can’t believe they!fe ', noted. -

doing this to.us vseniors,” said -

Mexico resident Lois O’Leary. . -
_.0Q’Leary has theumatoid arthritis

end cancer, making frequent trips to . Concepts,

dottors and 'specialists as far-away
" as Portland a ngcessary part of Her
e o o e
© " Because ghe is on an extremely
" tight fixed income, affording 4 car is
_out-of the question, and does, not

‘

"H’J.' ,. _%,,

portation director at Community-
4 oy

“We do understand that ihe state

o

. «but'I think they've gone overboard
with this particular Jine item.” ‘

Daily.”

“The MaineCare dollars .are ;¢
vital,” sajd Wayne Van Blood, trans- -

"budget has to be reduced,” he said, -

L T T

“We save a Jot of people’s lives.”
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“aked“’*;zVex\ e yearsz 2
;imt ?s da J“m 3

1 $aid: '
earden collccted the chpymgs w
e inforpmally ' shis " simply. 1!

vd thein in'a "b\x.«ﬁ

J
KA %,

)», g -n“.,

aon Vlctory 3

~\‘k

mIraq before ralsmg Amieri« |/

rather than raise the ﬂags : ycar Iflt g gs thmugh as wmten, —\ L :

:aqditional, 82 mllior.if “match- N
th local Legzormaues .Ten an L ) . Y
nd R.lghatd Fan‘en 3 iﬂg f@fi&l"ﬂl aﬁJD?B \I\:V?m'd 8.180 be @ . ;
t of those: prcsent at qu- | ' ad@}'f\\ Cpirrtey. of Bethel | .

e é»wa; anvaltsble 40
Iifter ate Hnsband, Jobi, wilo .
piferedy from, -kidney, disease;: A

and' C " limt‘aeff dnvcr from * Cammumty
‘cepts prov;cle tides for Bethel dréd " “Concepfs “transported ‘hima™ three - . I
residents.. Tran.sportanon 18 offered daysa week to- Lewiston for kidney
- for . ngeds : ranging . from :p;adlcal chalysaé ag, well-ag to:egular doctor Q

flags up, but those ﬂa
dc we stilthave people getJ
's somethinig we want 105, -
thaps a. week heri the presi-
the war as opposed fo'a glar-

thetownsabxhtytokeepa T ‘t" angl
: : Appain t;rIe nts to Sef-i :appopnnénts,
o oritig Hying asof | | “Vioes Bnfoster ahﬂ,, nd-other “I“The tanspriaton -office, b LT |
aid: “chgmy:n‘tgke Gm s Qh{}d(l;@ ' W{tﬁ Bp MT [ .'.‘ e ‘;\»szﬁe& beihg 1§ ﬂlﬁpdrﬁ se%lce ‘Dei‘; j__ !
" aange . yohynteer: Acame, e:3, fo ” Courtne) C
omgxo take care@f gfwhole E "Eﬁ-iverg dtgnatgfhelr nme Ey d Vehlv M‘ f?mi Y 135: ;

i e

Ny cles; and.; are.rexmbursed 30.cents a’, ;v She -8 lg ly | blmd and wag - - N
1,2 ign(} 5;&;%%7 C}%mﬁ% >} . milef 3 'an$' othelj’ ‘able’ fo” dr%ve him herself, “John' (v |
wer% ablegto ' Ti{}cht AR . wouldn’t: THave lived -as long as he | S :
LO rzuse 1) ¢P a .dad if jt badn’t ‘been for the. trans-
O rtation, , Gommey said. E

pb,mdted ,!ast yean -
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91 =over: ﬂrewehe;_ncnt objcc-i

oi' (own ofﬁsi’als

«d and* slegned p, at a cost 10
ie1axpayers. of $773,250.

2001, the. towiigf Gmcnwood
losed on the34-aére tire-dump
for Gordon s faulu:e to_ pay

wever, ,lbe oW could not -

daseson the: 2.%acre parce! on
hthcu'alle{sslt,becameltxs
ywoed:by Gordon; bt by his

uar-m-law,,Sally AJm -Haley of -

vcnmally. ’

e I e e o Gt e ]

- Walter Moyce of ‘West Paris; hﬁ&‘_
. been a voluiteer-for {our-years. -Hes:

-t v

; Happy, haVing afnastectomy i

early | 1970s ——sand - going: pub
with it.
“No’cne talked aboul itin tho,se

days, “said” Lapham, and i wagid-
' encouraglgg

mrnmg poiiit -~

LU WM ™UA WL arv s Weasasas gy o

Lqpham had “boxes and boxes” of

- clippings stored away al the back of
3 large closet in her house.

“I'never bad time to put-them
together (ina organized way) while

raar Smememe— s -5

because the old chppmgs often lead .
ber to reread them. “I'd get done.
faster if 1 didd’t have to peruse
each article,” she said. “You can

" get addicted lo it. The tire goes by,

woodstove. . * O
Will her gluiog kecp pacmg wil
ker collecting from now on? " .
“You befter- beheve lt,” she sald’ 3

Transportation .-

Continued from page 1

[%

7T z'@@z—'z,@—x

Courtney now wormies about t%e
impact of possible service culbafrks
on other people in the Bethel arg

I find it- so scary- that. p1e
can’t get m the' serwces they needf’ :

.she Sald \f.
i ‘Courtuey sald she” lmcws of'og/‘-
ers m the area, mcludmg -k o

hildren,™

- 2"

identified by.theagencies: ;
The Com'tuey s former drivi

drives. everyone from' young’c

dren going to Héadslart to an 30-
year-oic} dmb&ﬁc WOinan who “as_

B::::ﬂifse‘L )
of conﬁdentlahty, " they - are lmt -

uatl:n.ng*

nearly,blmd. Mauy of the nders are
served through Medicaid, he said.

: Moyce ~said ~.his* older. clienis
would' likely. _suffer- the ‘most with
any cuts. “They wouldn’l be able 1o -
go amywhere;*- he szid. Some of -
themn - know thal cuts -are poss1ble
he said; “and they're very upset.”

- Moyce. daid-Tie continues 0 drive>

for a Bethel woman with a medical :
- condition. He-oftén drives people to *

Portland for-medical. treatment, he
said. He averages about 20, 00{}
miles 2 year.” - -

< If the“program is-cut; he said; “T
can’t afford to do’ the rides for

,:'Servxces acooum to tmnsp-o

Looking. for oiber funds
- Wayne Van Blood is the trans-

portation director for - Community
Concepts; which - provides services

for Oxford, -Androscoggin. and
Franklin counties.: - -

In Oxford County,. CQ provldes
appm)uma(ely "1,200:xides a ‘week,.

through about 120 vo]unieer driv- -
- -teer program; -

ers, he said. .

Gov. Jobn Baldacc1 speakmg oa
a radio program last Weck, said he
believes the transportation agencies’
can save money and -still deliver

services: by regionalizing their ad- -

ministration.
Baldacci said that currently the
multiple agencies have . separate

adminiistration- cand - b]]lmg proc— -

esses, which, be said, cut into the

Medicaid reunburscmeut lhey re-- '
- cgive.

Bul Van Blood sald Commumt}'
Concepfs’ process is efficient. “We
have a good billing service. It’s all

.computerized,” he said.
Van Blood said his “agency

learned of the planned budget cut

four weeks ago at ahcanng in Au-

gusta '
A Sl million cut, he sald “wﬂ]‘
.drop the {(Medicaid mmhmsement}

rates so low no coe can ru.u lhe
~SEIV108

. He said an effort is cumently in .
the .. works, _to -transfer ... about .. i

$400,000. . from priother “Human °

.,.,{,1

- bus” “tigpsit

-poniation for:

‘-—\./v- w&

< l—

services to heig [illy thg budgct g8y N
- Such 2 move would génerate mo;

matching foderal ﬁmﬂs he said. .
Bt ,‘Gefie ; Skxblfsky geter,
managar for, Wcstemt Aztiic Trap

- portation, saniev thiaf'n ‘may ot b

enough. Unless -other” $ources ‘g
funding can aiso bez: found, WM []
may have 16 dlscontmue 1he VOlu] 3

NEE!

“We, would.: have, to Ieduoe se

'wces, hie 'said: ““IP§ too_ bad, bR

cauise: That's the one thai hs}ps d_,
peoplethemosl j' -

A coahhon of ning transpoztahc
agencies, from “acress” the - state
“working togef.her\to try to” secu
other ﬁmds. c

Buses xvouldcontinue
Such cuts - would- “xot aﬁ‘ecl t
service” WMTS Pt
vides: - Thie: greetr” "biises. are find
‘through’ the Mizine” Depa:tment
Transponauon, jwhich did not's
significant-cuts, Sk{bltsky said. -

“Also weapmgthe.(sufs he said,
1he Mountain- Explorer:bus- servi

NOI _LU_LE{UdSNUH

. in the-Bethel area:For the past t

winters, {he bus® haspmwded trar
uniday River Skdw
employees; skiers aqd anyone el &
wishiing (o ride iti*
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am .
The Christian Civic League of

Maine may. not ]Jke that, but 11;18 the
law. :

That means the Attomey Gﬂnep
al’s Oﬁ‘ice is ent!rely, wlthm i'ts AU
thotity. 14 Told 4 & "‘ﬁf"*éhce tociay.
{o teach hlgh school studentg hotho
recngnize and, izesp;ond 1:0’ discrimi-
nati)on basad on sexual orlen‘tatmn,
Just 12 J,‘fr may teach ‘the' sanié tech‘
nlques i:o stop discriminatloﬁ based
ohrace; re]jg:{on. physmal or n:;ental
dlsablhty and natwnahty

Michagel” Heath; executive direc- ’

" tor of the Christian Ci‘%ric League of
Maine, i making it his' personal goal
to close, dowh Clvil nghts Teains
now in placé :in ‘hundrieds of Maing's
public high schools. He does not be-
lieve taxpayer funds should be 11sed
to teach tolerance for] Homosexuals,

: or what 'he’ considers "gay" ﬁropa-

o ganda.

- 0ddly, mth om- ;nations proud
history of separatmn of church and
state, an equal arguJﬂent could be
made*that taxpaye:: funds must not
b ; L}qtoteich r'aliggous tc»lqarancte;:l
o . s y i ; Ah tten d e
} "f" eitﬁ”ﬁééé cocern,
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' cLo AR themfiwlbséupshop, ' "
Gov Baldaccis human servicés : The tfed étiona In funding will 1m- .8
transportation, biidget cut will 1éave . - pact\ride,s»fbi' 40 000 chﬂdren, elder- o
the elderlyzand ‘children inrural ar;' _ )
8as wmthout h'amportaﬂon to vxtal o . a
: heam‘ A ed“°?ﬂ°ml.;a,"’? mu’l e In rural communmes the . 3
R MSii ddcel's, $600 000 cut mdthet ' optzons are frequently C
eCare‘"Transporiation,\ ge . &
afil b6 Subscauent Ibss 621 E szzted to reg;onalfull M
- lion;in matching federal. fimds: w-m Servwe tmnsportatzon .
bethe most tlevastatingto thosewho ST ‘.' n
live i furalareas and :ely on, gions P romders' u
" plofit tatisportation HRenciegio et e — d
10 more\popiﬂafeﬁ to\vnﬁ’twherq Berﬂ Te e b * L
" vicesexisti. L ' ly and ﬁisabled Main.e 01tizens and &
in, rural communifies the options prevent from accessing-critl- D
arefreq;xenﬂyﬁﬁﬁtedto“remm;arfun cal servicesifcluding dialysis; child ", b
" service” trafispdrtation  proyiders, cave, mental health; caricer- treats | v
... Thererismg else, ava.ﬂable The . ments “ndothier critical services.” &
logisﬂcs,and Gdst of providingfrans- - “A.window off opportunity exists
portation in rural arens disebiirge: when' thié, Legltlattre reviews, and  fi
privatei enféxpriserﬂ'om setting, up™, ‘approves & subplemental budget, I g
shop outside.of the service areas, ™ ?"  am the direétor of community rela-"
Thé cuts in the MaineCare budget' .. tions at Western Maine Transpor- n
create a financial strain on the non- ‘tation Servicee. and Iknow weneed b
-profit provider that mdy force,them MameCare transportation. tl
topulloffthéroad.’ '~ ' o 'Glenn Gom‘an,Hamver it
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So whé{ can you do !9 protect
wmcr at home? e

1, Be" conscnous on a dally basw.
how Jmportant water is'in your “life;
it takes water 1o, ng‘ our “food,
“make thc products we: use and often’
is where We o to swim, fish, ‘Telgx.

"2, We're: more Tikely 1o ‘nolice
leaky faricets' ifdoors, but don't for-
get 14 check outdoor f.lucels p\pes
and hoses fof lgaks.’

3

)

140 st

brush your leeth! shaveé, ete,

low-flow - - shéwerheads: - These
" actions ‘can-make a huge d]fference
in your-water consumption, "~ " "
Thé informatjon for’ thls edmon
‘of In Our Bac‘kyard comes from the’
International Year of Fiesh-Water
2003 website, - Yon can. v:sit the."
website c
WWW.uREsCO, org/water/)nyZImdex.
shtml
- This -column was submitted by
" Marianne Pubois; 'a° Geblogist, w1th
the Maine DEPs Bureau of ’
and Waler Quallly .
.In Our Back Yard is a weekly col
umn ‘of the’ Muine Deparlment of
" Environmental "Protéction.’ E-mail

R T TS T a0 T A SR

. infodep@state.me. s or sénd thein

| “toIn Our Back Yard, Maine DEY, 17

{ State’ House Statlon, Augusta, ME
| 043337
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Govemor s budget cut in

to many elderly
To,the Editor: .- . ¢ »
Govemor Baldaccm human sef-

— e ——

leave the elderly. and children, in
_rural areas without transportation to

- social service appointments, .
Governor' Baldacei's. $600,000

cut i the MaineCare Transportation

Budget and the subscquent loss of

in $1i2 lll ehing federa]
tds i EB ,ggt‘}ﬁvd;.tatmg to

ey — —

'

{g o=

- on nanprofit transportation agencies
. to' get to the more populated towns
where the servicas exist, ..

o Agam, for: Boy ScoutuTroop 544

¥
5 3

[

Camd il s Cee wrot

3. Turn off the \\.uter while you

4. Take shon shoWers and insta]l o

Y

-your environmental - quesuons to ¢

transportation devustatlng ;

vices tmnsportatxon ‘budget cut will.

vital healthcare; educational and

those who livein rural areas.and rely .

WESTERN ME TRQNSPDRTQTIDN

207 364 5671

This photo shows F. Allen Richards at thie gas: pump in front of
is courtesy of the Mexxco Hlstoncal Soclety o

A Window of oPpormmty ‘exists
when the. legxs]ature meets (O 1eview
. and approve a 3upp]=mén!a] budget.
If you rely of public transportation, T, .
‘would encovrage you to contact'the '. -

" In rural oommumucs,v the options

are frequently limnitéd to the regional
foll-servics transportation providers:
There i$ nothing else available,

The. logistics and cost of provid-
ing transportation in rural areas dis-
courage private enterprise’from set-
ting up shop outside of the service
areas. The 'cuts in the MamcCare
budget create a financial stfain ‘on

the nou-profit ‘provider thet will -

force them to pull off the road.

In Western Maine; Westem
Maine Transportation ‘Services “and
v Commumfy ; Coneepts
" Transportation: provide ‘MaineCare

and Department of Human Services
transportation throagh a network of

..agency vehicles; public transporta- |

tion services and volunteer drivers.

- Both agencies have stated that the X
ciit may cause them to close up shop.

7The , reductions in- funding will
impdct rides for 40,000 children,
’eldu'l‘yﬁhndﬁdmmledﬁhofaim icitizens
‘randprévént?cheli tfionl) acpesing
.critiedl® services -including rdialysis,

childcare, - mental'« health,: . cancer -

treatments and other cntxcal scr-
vxoes 2 T

a e
K

B L .:' : 3 : . " .
30. scoonds; Allow to. co0l before
AT Y T Y p aven BB

. eormndrieey

Govemor or your local legislator to
te]] thern. to vole fo.restore fuiiding

for MameCare transportation.-
i " Glerin Gordon,

Westem Mamc Transpm'tat)on
Servmes

Thanks for dcmatfons
. To the Editors. - ..
"'The ,Rumford Haad Start O-

would like to thank. .organizations for .

their donatlons to our. Good’ Guys n
Head Start: Dmncr
. The donatlons were used as, door

pnzes followmg our dinner and.con-

vexsanon with, our facﬂltator Paul
Marsh, ‘who' spoke of the challenges
of parenting,
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" Gomp-i, therpwGieatess. Rumfoxd

Comrmuuty Center,  Wal- Mart Mt.
Blue *, -Stafe | Park Subway,

' Hannéford, R:te "Aid, Torpedo ‘and

the: Parent Groups of the Hcad Star

Programs. -
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STOP TRANSPORTATION FUND CUTS

As some you know, The Governor's Budget reduction plan for Maine residents results in Mainecare
Transportation Funding Program losing up to $1 Million dollars. As .well as a reduction of close to $2 Million
dollars from the Federal matching Medicaid fund. :
If these reductions take place, Fuil services transportation providers, such as Western Maine
Transportation, and Community Concepts Transprotation Programs would be forced to close there doors,
There are more than 40,000 children,elderly, and disabled residents in Maine that depend on these
programs everyday. Some people going to high risk appointment like Cancer Treatment Clinics, and Dialysis.
Children being transported to childcare facilities, Child Development services, Mental Health Services for
troubled youths and children. There have been over 375,000 hours donated by volenteer drivers to
fransport residents to and from appointments, and all they ask is reimbursement of fuel.
What most of the Polititions in Maine seem not to understand is that not all of maine residents are
fortunate financially. Most of them are working class people with large families and not always enough money
to support there growing families hopes for the future. These people dont alway like to but at some point
thru it all they have to ask for help. And have to be reassured that when it is needed the help will be here.
‘Alot of people have to depend on programs like Western Maine Transportaion and/ or Community Concepts
Transportation to keep their lives on track, others use them as devices to help them thru hard times till
they can get things straightened back out as normal as there lives and be expected to be in the long run..
With out these programs they would not be able to keep up with Doctor appointments, Theorpy
appointments,or even visitation with their children, If by some chance the Department of Human Services,
has taken there children till they can make there home and or environment a safer place for the children to
be brough up in. DHS to Whom also use transportation programs in everyday work environments transporting
children in the custody of Human Services back and forth between Foster Homes and vistation facilities so
that the transistion between foster homes and parents Homes are not as trying on the child's or the
parents' mind.
If they past this reduction in the State of Maine Budget, many of maine residents will be without
transportation that.has always been offered to them incase of emergency or low income families. Maine is
supposed to be a great place to work,live, and raise a family. But how are we to teach our children the
right things to do in life, if we do not first teach them that we have to help our less fortunate residents as
well as our wealthier more prominant ones. '
If indeed, The State of Maine, passes this reduction. They will be out of compliance with Federal Mandate
to assure non-emergency medical transportation for all Mainecare recipients.

In closing Please sign this Petition to Stop Reductions in Maine Transportation Funds..
Maybe youor someone you know hs hadto call upon these services in a great time of need. What would have
happened if the Program was not available at the time when it was needed???
Thank you for you Time, Consvider'aﬁon, and Patience with me, and OUR issue...

Sponsered by:
In conjuction with Volenteer drivers for Community Concepts Transportaion Services and Clients.
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