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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

683,

Sec. 1. 29-A MRSA §2054, sub-§2, JF, as enacted by PL 1993, c.
Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read:

F. Only vehicles 1listed in this paragraph, rural mail
vehicles as provided in paragraph C, subparagraph (5) and
school buses may be equipped with, display or use a red
auxiliary or emergency light.

(1) Emergency lights wused on an ambulance, an
emergency medical service vehicle, a fire department
vehicle, a fire wvehicle or a hazardous material
response vehicle must emit a red light or a combination
of red and white light.

(2) The municipal officersy,--when --approved--by or a
designated municipal official, with the approval of the
fire chief, may authorize an active member of a
municipal or volunteer fire department to use a
flashing red signal 1light not more than 5 inches in
diameter on a vehicle, The light may be displayed but
may be used only while the member is en route to or at
the scene of a fire or other emergency. The light must
be mounted as near as practicable above the
registration plate on the front of the vehicle or on
the dashboard. A light mounted on the dashboard must
be shielded so that the emitted 1light does not
interfere with the operator's vision,

(3) Members of an emergency medical service licensed
by Maine Emergency Medical Services may display and use
on a vehicle a flashing red signal light of the same
proportion, in the same location and under the same
conditions as those permitted municipal and volunteer
firefighters, when authorized by the chief official of
the emergency medical service,

STATEMENT OF FACT

Under current law, in order for a member of a municipal or

volunteer fire department to use a flashing red signal light,
approval must be obtained from the municipal officers. This bill
gives the municipal officers the ability to designate an official
who may give permission.
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(TITLE 4)
(JUDICIARY)

(CHAPTER 5)
(DISTRICT COURT)

§ 164. Duties of Chief Judge

12. Violations bureau. Notwithstanding any other
statute or law, establish the violations bureau.

A. The violations bureau has jurisdiction over all
traffic infractions committed in this State. Unless
otherwise ordered by a court, trial of a traffic
infraction must be in the division in which the alleged
infraction was committed.

B. The Chief Judge by order, which may from time to time be amended, shall
designate the amount of fines imposed for traffic infractions.

C. The Maine Rules of Civil Procedure applies in all
traffic infraction proceedings.

D. The clerk of each division has the authority to
accept pleadings and fines on behalf of the violations
bureau;

E.



(TITLE 29-A)

§ 2413. Driving to endanger

1. Definition. A person commits a Class E crime if,
with criminal negligence as defined in Title 17-A, that
person drives a motor vehicle in any place in a manner that
endangers the property of another or a person, including
the operator or passenger in the motor vehicle being driven.

2. Allegation of facts. 1In pleading under this
section, it is not necessary to allege specifically the
facts that constitute criminal negligence.

3. Penalties. 1In addition to any other penalty, the
court shall suspend the driver's license for not less than
30 days nor more than 180 days, which minimum may not be
suspended. If the court fails to suspend the license, the
Secretary of State shall impose the minimum period of
suspension.

4. Exception. This section does not apply to the
operation of a vehicle:

A. 1In racing events and exhibitions at which the
public does not have access to the operating area; or

B. On private land to which the public does not have
access when used by or with authorization of the
landowner.

5. Notice. The court shall give notice of the
suspension and take physical custody of a driver's license
as provided in section 2434.



Proposed Amendment LD 221
3/7/795

Amend the bill in {F subparagraph 2 by striking "or a

designated municipal official,"” (p.1l, lines 17-18) and
replacing it with the following: "or a municipal official

designated by the municipal officers,"”

STATEMENT OF FACT

This amendment clarifies that the municiapl official is
designated by the municipal officers.
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Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of
the House.

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
117TH LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT " " to H.P. 173, L.D. 221, Bill, "An
Act to Allow Municipal Officials to Approve the Use of Flashing
Lights by Fire Department Members'

Amend the bill in section L, paragraph F, subparagraph 2, in
the first and 2nd lines (page 1, lines 17 and 18 in L.D.) by
striking out the underlined words and punctuation "or _a

designated municipal official," and inserting in its place the

underlined words and punctuation ‘'or a municipal official

designated by the municipal officers,’

STATEMENT OF FACT

This amendment clarifies that the municipal official is
designated by the municipal officers.

Page 1-LR1993(2)
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Transportation

An Act to Allow Municipal Officials to Approve the Use of
Flashing Lights by Fire Department Members

LD 221 has No Fiscal Impact
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THE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

to which was referred the following:

An Act to Allow Municipal Officials

to Approve the Use of Flashing
Lights by Fire Department Members.

H.P. 173 L.D. 221

has had the same under consideration, and asks leave to report that the same

OUGﬁT TO PASS AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ",

i

Westbrook
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For the Commiittee.
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