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An Act to Enforce Reasonable Use of Sirens on Emergency Vehicles.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 29 MRSA §946, as amended by PL 1989, c. 32, §1, is
further amended to read:

§946. Police and fire vehicles

Police, fire department, forest fire control vehicles and
ambulance vehicles, when operated in response to calls, or when a
police officer is in pursuit of a motor vehicle operator for
which the police officer has probable cause to believe that the
operator has committed or is in the process of committing a
violation of law, and vehicles of the Department of Corrections
making use of a blue light and alone or in conjunction with a
siren shall have the right-of-way. These emergency vehicles, when
operated in response to calls, must emit a flashing light. When
the emergency vehicle operator determines it to be reasonably
necessary and effective as an alerting device, the operator must
cause the vehicle to sound a siren, On the approach of any such
vehicle, from any direction, and when sueh that vehicle is
sounding a siren and or emitting a flashing light, the driver of
every other vehicle shall immediately draw that driver's vehicle
as near as practicable to the right-hand curb and parallel
thereto, clear of any intersection, and bring it to a standstill
until such public service vehicles have passed.

Sec. 2. 29 MRSA §946-A, sub-§3, as amended by PL 1987, c. 644,

§5, is further amended to read:

3. Audible signals; visual signals. The exemptions granted
in this section to an authorized emergency vehicle apply only
when that vehicle is making use of an audible signal as reguired
authorized in sections 946 and 1362 and or visual signals as
required in sections 946 and 1367-B, except that an authorized
emergency vehicle operated as a police vehicle need not be
equipped with or display a special visual signal visible from in

front of the vehicle.

STATEMENT OF FACT

The purpose of this bill is to allow drivers of emergency
vehicles to wuse their discretion in determining when it is
necessary to use their vehicles' sirens. The bill grants certain
public service vehicles the right-of-way even if the appropriate
flashing light is being emitted without a siren.
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STATE OF MAINE
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
295 Water Street

~_.Augusta, Maine 04330

Tel. 207-289-3953

LD 2087 "AN ACT TO ENFORCE THE REASONABLE USE OF S1RENGY

TESTIMONY PRESENTED AT PUBLIC HEAR NG, JANUARY 22, 1990 BY

»

KEVIN K. MCGINNIS, DIRECTOR; ON' BEHALF 0OF THE STATE BOARD OF EMS

Current law generally requires that emnergency vehlcles use constant
emergency lights and siren to maintain tne right of way and to makes
use af exemptions from restrictions on gpeed, direction, stop signs
and lights, and parking. While welli-intended, this law, in regard to
siren use, defles common-sSense and wmakes cceiwminals or emergency
vehicle operators who employ state-or-tne-srt driving practices and
accomplices of those of us who teach thase practices.

While siren-use, particularly constznt use. can dangerously increass
cardiac load and anxiety for the alresdy 111 or.injured horizontal
passenger in an ambulance, this L.D is not just an EMS issue.

The following are excerpts from an Fme: ooy vehicle operators
terthook., While this particular text .= Lelred Lo ambulanos vehiol .o

driving, its trehtmént3of{siren use ig similar to any text based an
the U.S.D.0.T. Emergency Vehicle Operatars Course Curriculum:

B . . .
"Inatead or eliminating all potential reoc trouble, the siren invites
trouble. While the crew often views tne ziren as indigpensahle whiite
teydng to get through traffic, EMT’=s musrt realize that it has only
negative efrects on everyone concerned. It doesn’t matter how
experienced the driver may be, the sound or the siren will have a
tendency to cause him to drive a littie taster than he otherwise
should...and exclites the sympathetic necvous System, This putfliow or
adrenalin may in turn cause the driver 1o talie rishks he ordinarily’
wauldn't take..." and "can cause a kind or hypnosis, This hypnosis
can cause the driver to become less stientive,.." and "Thus he will
not recognize potentially hazardous situavicns until it's too late.

f

il

"The sound produced by the siren occupies the same audio frequencies
as human spzech. Thus, siren use can malke verbal communication
within the vehicle difficult.™ ",.. the driver may have difficulty
differentiaring similar sound, not even realizing it He may think
the digpatcher is telling him 734 for¢ an adaress, while in reality it

may be 1134, an error of four bilocks" (oi. in Maine, four miles).
"If the siren can have deleterious eTiects on the crew, even when
conditioned to it, what kind of effect will it have on the general

public?® "The siren can create tremenaous anxiety in other drivers.
They may perform irrational acts such as impulsively pulting into a
congested intersection or changing lancs without looking."

[=]

"The siren should not be used when it wiili Lo inerfective... The
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT " " H.P. 1507, L.D. 2087, Bill, "An Act
to Enforce Reasonable Use of Sirens on Emergency Vehicles"

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the
enacting clause and inserting in its place the following:

Sec. 1. 28-A MRSA §2212 as amended by PIL 1987, c. 644, §1,
is repealed.

Sec. 2. 29 MRSA §1 (1-B) as amended by PL 1985, c. 108,
§8, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

1-B. Authorized emergency vehicle. "Authorized emergency
vehicle" means a police department or bureau vehicle, a vehicle
operated by a sheriff or deputy sheriff, a vehicle operated by
a city or town police chief or assistant police chief, a
Department of Conservation vehicle operated by a Baxter State
Park ranger, a Department of Corrections vehicie operated by
corrections personnel, a Department of 1Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife vehicle operated by an inland fisheries and wildiife
warden, a Department of Marine Resources vehicle operated by a
marine patrol officer, a Department of pPublic Safety vehicle
operated by a capitol security officer, a fire inspector or a
liquor enforcement officer, a United States Govermment law
enforcement department vehicle, a fire department vehicle, a
city or town fire inspector vehicle, a vehicle operated by a
city or town fire chief or assistant fire chief, a Department
of Conservation vehicle operated by forest fire control
personnel or an ambulance, provided such a vehicle i5 equipped
with a siren and emergency light.

Sec. 3. 29 MRSA §946 as amended by PL 1989, c. 32, §1, is
repealed and the following enacted in its place:

§946. Right-of-way; authorized emergency vehicles

1. Right-of-way. Any authorized emergency vehicle, as
designated in subsection 3 shall have the right-of-way over
other vehicle. On the approach of any such vehicle, from any
direction, and when that vehicle is emitting a flashing
emergency light, the operator of every other vehicle shall
immediately bring that other vehicle to a stop as near as
practicable to the right-hand curb or shoulder and parallel to
it, clear of any intersection, until the emergency vehicle has

passed.

2. Siren. The operator of an authorized emergency vehicle
shall sound a siren when attempting to gain the right-of-way
and when exercising the privileges under section 946-A, unless
the operator determines that use of the siren will be unsafe,
ineffective or unnecessary as an alerting device.

3. Authorized emergency vehicles, The following
authorized emergency vehicles may exercise the privileges under
this section and section 946-A.




A. A police department or bureau vehicle, a vehicle
operated by a sheriff or deputy, a vehicle operated by a
city or town police chief or assistant police chief, a
Department of Conservation vehicle operated by a Baxter
State Park ranger, a Department of Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife vehicle operated by an inland fisheries and
wildlife warden, a Department of Marine Resources vehicle
operated by a marine patrol officer, a Department of public
Safety vehicle operated by a capitol security officer and a
United States Government law enforcement department
vehicle, when operated in response to calls or in pursuit
of a motor vehicle operator whom the 1law enforcement
officer has probable cause to believe has committed or is
in the process of committing a violation of the law;

B. A Department of Corrections vehicle operated by
corrections personnel when responding to escapes of
committed offenders or performing high-security transfers
of committed offenders;

C. A Department of Public Safety vehicle operated by a
liquor enforcement officer when discharging law enforcement
responsibilities In connection with sections 1312 and
1312-B and Title 28-A;

D. A fire department vehicle, a city or town fire
inspector vehicle, a Department of Public Safety vehicle
operated by a fire inspector, a vehicle operated by a city
or town fire chief or assistant fire chief and a Department
of Conservation vehicle operated by forest fire control
personnel, when operated in response to but not returning
from a fire alarm or other emergency call; and

E. An ambulance when responding to but not returning from
an emergency call.

Sec. 4. 29 MRSA §946-A, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 1981, c.
88, §2, is repealed and the following enacted in its place.

1. Exercise of privileges. The authorized emergency
vehicles as described under section 946, subsection 3, may
exercise the privileges set forth in this section.

Sec. 5. 29 MRSA §946-A, sub-§3, as amended by PL 1987, c.
644, §5, is further amended to read:

3. Audible signals; visual signals. The exemptions
granted in this section to an authorized emergency vehicle
apply only when that vehicle is making use of AA AUAIVIS £i4hAl
a siren as required in AA¢£i6rg section 946 And 1362 and visual
signals as required in #A4¢¥ib6hgd 946 and described in section
1367-B, except that an authorized emergency vehicle operated as
a police vehicle need not be equipped with or display a special
visual signal visible from in front of the vehicle.




Sec. 6. 29 MRSA §1362, 2nd ¢, as amended by PL 1989, c.
32, §2, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

No signaling device may be unnecessarily sounded nor any
braking or acceleration unnecessarily made so as to cause
harsh, objectionable or unreasonable noise. No bell or siren
may be installed or used on any vehicle other than an
authorized emergency vehicle as defined in section 1,
subsection 1-B.

Sec. 7. 29 MRSA §1367-B, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 1987, c.
644, §8, is amended to read:

3. Blue 1lights. Emergency 1lights used on police
department or bureau vehicles, on Department of Corrections
vehicles and other motor vehicle operated by chiefs of police,
assistant chiefs of police, capitol security officers, state
fire inspectors, inland fisheries and wildlife wardens, marine
patrol officers, Baxter State Park rangers, sheriffs, deputy
sheriffs, 1liquor enforcement officers and United States
Government law enforcement officers shall emit only a blue beam
of light. No other vehicle may be equipped with or display a
blue light.

STATEMENT OF FACT

This amendment attempts to make the statutes more clear as
to the definition of an authorized emergency vehicle and when
the operator of such a vehicle shall make use of a siren, the
statutes are presently unclear in that various types of
vehicles are allowed to have both emergency lights and a siren
while not all of them are afforded the right-of-way and other
related privileges.
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STATE OF MAINE
114TH LEGISLATURE
SECOND REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "." TO L.D. 2087, An Act to Enforce
Reasonable Use of Sirens on Emergency Vehicles.

Amend the bill in the title to read: An Act to Authorize
Discretion in Use of Sirens on Emergency Vehicles.

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the
enacting clause and inserting in its place the following:

Sec. 1. 29 MRSA §946 is repealed and replaced by:

§946. Right of way; authorized emergency vehicles

1. Right of way. Any authorized emergency vehicle, as
desigdnated in subsection 2 shall have the right-of-way over
other vehicles. On the approach of any such vehicle, from any
direction, and when that vehicle is emitting a flashing light,
the driver of every other vehicle shall immediately bring that
other vehicle to a stop as near as practicable to the
right-hand curb and parallel to it, clear of any intersection,
until] the emergency vehicle has passed.

2. Authorized emergency vehicles. The following are
authorized emergency vehicles under this section and section
946-A: :

A. Police vehicles, when -operated in response to calls or
in pursuit of a motor vehicle operator whom the police
officer has probable cause to believe has committed or is
in the process of committing a violation of the law;

B. Fire department vehicles, when operated in response to

calls;

C. Forest fire control vehicles, when operated in response
to calls;

Office of Policy and Legal Analysis Draft ............... Page 1



D. Ambulance vehicles, when operated in response to calls;
nd

E. Department of Corrections vehicles when responding to
escapes of committed offenders or performing high-security
transfers of committed offenders:

2. 29 MRSA §946-A, sub-§3 is repealed and replaced by the
following:

3. Flashing lights. The privileges granted in this
section to an authorized emergency vehicle only apply when that
vehicle is making use of the flashing lights authorized in
section 1367-B as follows:

A. Blue lights on police vehicles, or Department of
Corrections vehicles; or

B. Red lights on ambulances, fire department vehicles, or
forest fire control vehicles.

Sec. 3. 29 MRSA §946-A, sub-8§3-A is enacted to read:

3-A. Audible signals. When an emergency vehicle is
exercising the privileges granted in this section or the
right-of-way privilege granted in section 946, that vehicle
must be equipped with a bell or siren as authorized by section
1362. The emergency vehicle operator must sound that bell or
siren when the operator determines that it is reasonably
necessary and effective as an alerting device, but not
otherwise. For purposes of this section an air horn shall be
considered a siren.

STATEMENT OF FACT

The amendment carries out the purpose of the bill, to allow
drivers of emergency vehicles discretion on the use of sirens,
while retaining the right-of-way and other special privileges
as long as they are using their flashing lights. The amendment
clarifies the law and applies this concept to authorized
emergency vehicles, including police, fire, ambulance, forest
fire and corrections vehicles under specified conditions.

HW/1k
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29 § 944-A | MOTOR VEHICLES

§ 946. Police and fire vehicles

Police, fire department, forest fire control vehicles and ambulance vehicles, when
operated in response to calls, or when a police officer is in pursuit of a motor vehicle
operator for which the police officer has probable cause to believe that the operator has
committed or is in the process of committing a violation of law, and vehicles of the
Department of Corrections making use of a blue light and a siren shall have the
right-of-way. On the approach of any such vehicle, from any direction, and when such
vehicle is sounding a siren and emitting a flashing light, the driver of every other vehicle
shall immediately draw that driver’s vehicle as near as practicable to the right-hand curb
and parallel thereto, clear of any intersection, and bring it to a standstill until such public
service vehicles have passed.

§ 946-A. Authorized emergency vehicles

. 1. Exercise of privileges. The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle, when
responding to but not upon returning from an emergency call or when in the pursuit of an
actual or suspected violator of the law or when responding to but not upon returning
from a fire alarm, may exercise the privileges set forth in this section, but subject to the
conditions stated in this section.

2. Parking; proceeding past stop sign; stopped school bus; exceeding speed limit.
The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle may:

A. Park or stand, irrespective of the provisions of this chapter;

B. Proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, but only after slowing down as
may be necessary for safe operation;

C. Exceed the maximum speed limits so long as he does not endanger life or
property;

D. Disregard regulations governing direction of movement or turning in specified
directions; and

E. Proceed with caution past a school bus which is stopped and which has red lights
flashing only:

(1) After coming to a complete stop; and

(2) When signaled by the school bus operator to proceed.

3. Audible signals; visual signals. The exemptions granted in this section to an
authorized emergency vehicle apply only when that vehicle is making use of an audible
signal as required in sections 946 and 1862 and visual signals as required in sections 946
and 1367-B, except that an authorized emergency vehicle operated as a police vehicle need
not be equipped with or display a special visual signal visible from in front of the vehicle.

4. Duty to drive with due regard for safety. The provisions of this section do not
relieve the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle from the duty to drive with due
regard for the safety of all persons, nor do these provisions protect the driver from the
consequences of his reckless disregard for the safety of others.

6. Limited privileges authorized. Vehicles designated by the Department of Correc-
tions to carry blue lights and sirens may exercise the privileges of emergency vehicles in
accordance with this section except that they may not exceed the maximum speed limits,
notwithstanding subsection 2, paragraph C.

1981, c. 88, § 2; 1985, c. 686, eff. April 15, 1986; 1987, c. 644, §§ 5, 6.
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STATE OF MAINE
114TH LEGISLATURE
SECOND REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "." TO L.D. 2087, An Act to Enforce
Reasonable Use of Sirens on Emergency Vehicles.

Amend the bill in the title to read: An Act to Authorize
Discretion in the Use of Sirens on Ambulance Vehicles.

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the
enacting clause and inserting in its place the following:

Sec. 1. 29 MRSA §946 is amended to read:

§946. Right of way; police, fire and correétions vehicles

Police, fire departments and forest fire control vehicles
and-ambulanee-vehieles, when operated in response to calls, or
when occupied by a police officer is in pursuit of a motor
vehicle operator for which the police officer has probable
cause to believe that the operator has committed or is in the
process of committing a violation of law, and vehicles of the
Department of Corrections making use of a blue light and a
siren shall have the right-of-way. On the approach of any such
vehicle, from any direction, and when such vehicle is sounding
a siren and emitting a flashing light, the driver of every
other vehicle shall immediately draw that driver's vehicle as
near as practicable to the right-hand curb and parallel
thereto, clear of any intersection, and bring it to a
standstill until sueh-publie-serviee-vehieles-have the police,
fire or corrections vehicle has passed.

Sec. 2. 29 MRSA §946-A, sub-§3 is repealed and replaced by
the following:

3. Flashing lights. The privileges granted in this
section to an authorized emergency vehicle only apply when that
vehicle is making use of the flashing emergency lights
authorized in section 1367-B as follows:

Office of Policy and Legal Analysis Draft .........c...... Page 1



A. Blue lights on police vehicles or Department of
Corrections vehicles; or

B. Red lights on ambulances, fire department vehicles, or
forest fire control vehicles.

3-A. Audible signals. The privileges granted in this
section to an authorized emergency vehicle only apply when that
vehicle is equipped with a bell or siren as authorized by
section 1362 and when that vehicle is making use of the bell or
siren in accordance with section 946 or 946-B, as appropriate.

Sec. 3. 29 MRSA §946-B is enacted to read:

§946-B. Right of way, ambulances

1. Authorized emergency vehicle. This section applies to
ambulances which are authorized emergency vehicles under 29
MRSA §1, sub-§1-B, and which are responding to, but not
returning from an emergency call.

2. Right of way. Any ambulance shall have the
right-of-way over other vehicles. On the approach of any such
vehicle, from any direction, and when that vehicle is emitting
signals in accordance with subsections 3 and 4, the driver of
every other vehicle shall immediately draw that driver's
vehicle as near as practicable to the right-hand curb and
parallel thereto, clear of any intersection, and bring it to a
standstill until the ambulance vehicle has passed.

3. Flashing light. The operator of an ambulance shall
operate a flashing emergency light when attempting to gain the
right-of-way and when exercising the privileges of section
946-A.

4. Siren. The operator of an ambulance shall operate a
siren when attempting to gain the right-of-way or _when
exercising the privileges of section 946-A, unless the operator
determines- that use of the siren would be unsafe, ineffective
Or unnecessary as an alerting device.

Sec. 4. Review. The Department of Public Safety, and the
Division of Emergency Medical Services in the Department of
Human Services, and the Department of Corrections shall review
the laws governing right-of-way and special privileges for
emergency vehicles and report their findings and
recommendations to the First Regular Session of the 115th
Legislature, by January 1, 1991. The Department of Public
Safety shall chair the review group and provide clerical
assistance as needed. That review shall consider: how best to
meet the need for emergency response while protecting the
safety of other members of the public; the appropriate

Office of Policy and Legal Analysis Draft .........c.c00.. Page 2



privileges to be extended to emergency vehicles; the audible
and visible signals to be used to gain those privileges; which
vehicles are to be included among the privileged group; and the
need for driver training prior to the exercise of emergency
vehicle privileges.

The President of the Senate shall appoint one Senator and
the Speaker of the House shall appoint one Representative as
liaison to the review group, but no per diem or expenses are
authorized. These appointments shall be made no later than 30
days after the effective date of this Act. The President and
the Speaker shall notify the Commissioner of Public Safety upon
making their appointments.

STATEMENT OF FACT

The amendment carries out the purpose of the bill, to allow
drivers of emergency vehicles discretion in the use of sirens,
while retaining the right-of-way and other special privileges
as long as they are using their flashing lights, but it limits
this concept to ambulances. The bill also requires a
departmental review of special privileges for emergency
vehicles.

HW/ 1k
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MARTHA E. FREEMAN, DIRECTOR
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DAVID C. ELLIOTT, PRINCIPAL ANALYST
GILBERT W. BREWER

TODD R. BURROWES

PATRICK NORTON
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BRET A. PRESTON, REs. AssT.
JOHN B. KNOX STATE OF MAINE ST
OFFICE OF POLICY AND LEGAL ANALYSIS
ROOM 101/107/135
STATE HOUSE STATION 13
AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333
TEL.: (207) 289-1670
January 22, 1990
To: Joint Standing Committee on Transportation
2D
From: Hay‘eﬁrg@gfé‘s’fde, Legislative Analyst
Re: Bill Analysis, LD 2087 (Hearing 1:30 p.m., 1/22/90)
LD 2087 An Act to Enforce Reasonable Use of Sirens on Emergency Vehicles.

SPONSOR(S): Rep. Greenlaw, Sen. Collins, Sen.
Rep. Carroll for the Dept. of Human Services

Theriault,

SUMMARY: Present law requires emergency vehicles to use both a
flashing light and a siren in order to gain the right-of-way. The

bill would make the use of the siren optional.

FISCAL IMPACT: None

COMMENT: This issue was discussed in connection with LD 1303 last
year. This committee requested permission to hold the bill over

but that was denied. However, the State Police agreed to discuss
the matter with Maine Fmergency Medical Services over the summer.

HW/1k/377/12GEA
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L.D. 2087

(Filing No. H- )

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
114TH LEGISLATURE
SECOND REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT " " to H.P. 1507, L.D. 2087, Bill, "An
Act to Enforce Reasonable Use of Sirens on Emergency Vehicles"

amend the bill by striking out all of the title and
inserting in its place the following:

‘An Act to Authorize Discretion in the Use of Sirens on Ambulance
Vehicles"'

Further amend the bill by striking out everything after the
enacting clause and before the statement of fact and inserting in
its place the following:

*Sec. 1. 29 MRSA §946, as amended by PL 1989, c. 32, §1, is
further amended to read:

§946. Right-of-way; police, fire and corrections vehicles

Police, fire departmentr and forest fire control vehicles
and--ambulance--vehieles, when operated in response to calls, or
when a police officer is in pursuit of a motor vehicle operator
for which the police officer has probable cause to believe that
the operator has committed or is in the process of committing a
violation of law, and vehicles of the Department of Corrections
making use of a blue 1light and a siren shall have the
right-of-way. On the approach of any such vehicle, from any
direction, and when such vehicle is sounding a siren and emitting
a flashing 1light, the driver of every other vehicle shall
immediately draw that driver's vehicle as near as practicable to
the right-hand curb and parallel thereto, clear of any
intersection, and bring it to a standstill until sueh-public

service-wvehieles-have the police, fire or corrections vehicle has
passed.

Sec. Z. 29 MRSA §946-A, sub-§3, as amended by PL 1987, c. 644,

§5, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

Page 1-LR3458(2)
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3. Flashing lights. The privileges granted in this section
to an authorized emergency vehicle apply only when that vehicle
is making use of the flashing emergency 1lights authorized in
section 1367-B as follows:

A. Blue 1lights on police vehicles or vehicles of the

Department of Corrections: or

B. Red lights on ambulances, fire department vehicles or
forest fire control vehicles,

Sec. 3. 29 MRSA §946-A, sub-§3-A is enacted to read:

3-A. Audible signals. The privileges granted in_ this
section to an authorized emergency vehicle apply only when that
vehicle is equipped with a bell or siren as authorized by section
1362 and when that vehicle is making use of the bell or siren in

accordance with section 946 or 946-B, as appropriate.

Sec. 4. 29 MRSA §946-B is enacted to read:

§946-B. Right-of-way: ambulances

1. Authorized emergency vehicle. This section applies to
ambulances that are authorized emergency vehicles under section
1, subsection 1-B, and that are responding to, but not returning

from an emergency call.

2. Right-of-way. Any ambulance has the right-of-way over
other vehicles. On _the approach of an ambulance, from__any
direction, when that ambulance is emitting signals in accordance
with subsections 3 and 4, the driver of every other vehicle shall
immediately draw that vehicle as near as practicable to the
right-hand _curb and parallel to the curb, clear of any
intersection, and bring the vehicle to a standstill until the

ambulance has passed.

3. Flashing light. The operator of an ambulance shall
operate a flashing emergency light when attempting to gain the
right-of-way_and when exercising the privileges of section 946-A,

4, Siren. The operator of an ambulance shall operate a
siren when attempting to gain the right-of-way or when
exercising the privileges of section 946-A, unless the operator
determines  that use of the siren would be ineffective or

unnecessary as an alerting device,

Sec. 5. Review. The Bureau of State Police and the Office of
the State Fire Marshall in the Department of Public Safety, the
Division of Forest Fire Control in the Department of
Conservation, the Office of Emergency Medical Services in the
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Department of Human Services, and the Department of Corrections
shall review the laws governing right-of-way and special
privileges for emergency vehicles and report their findings and
recommendations to the First Regular Session of the 115th
Legislature, by January 1, 1991. The Department of Public Safety
shall provide the chair of the review group and provide clerical
assistance as needed. The review group shall consult with other
interested groups that operate emergency vehicles included in the
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 29, section 1, subsection 1-B, or
sections 946, 946-A or 946-B, That review must consider how best
to meet the need for emergency response while protecting the
safety of other members of the public, the appropriate privileges
to be extended to emergency vehicles, the audible and visible
signals to be used to gain those privileges, which vehicles are
to be included among the privileged group and the need for driver
training prior to the exercise of emergency vehicle privileges.

FISCAL NOTE

Enactment of this bill requires a departmental review of
certain privileges for emergency vehicles. All costs associated
with the proposed reporting requirement, specified clerical
assistance and other miscellaneous expenses would be absorbed by
the Department of Public Safety utilizing existing resources.
Also, this bill stipulates that the legislative review group
members will not be compensated for their services.'

STATEMENT OF FACT

This amendment carries out the purpose of the bill to allow
drivers of emergency vehicles discretion in the use of sirens
while retaining the right-of-way and other special privileges as
long as they are using their flashing lights, but it limits this
concept to ambulances. The amendment also requires a
departmental review, led by the Department of Public Safety, of
special privileges for emergency vehicles.
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