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Good afternoon Senators Breen and Dill, Representatives Pierce and O'Neil and Members of the
Joint Standing Committees on Appropriations and Financial Affairs and Agriculture, Conservation
and Forestry. My name is Amanda Beal and I am the Commissioner of the Depaiiment of
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry (DACF). I am here today to testify in support of LD 221,
the Governor's Biennial Budget proposal for State fiscal years 2022 and 2023. This testimony
addresses each item and proceeds sequentially starting on page A-40 through A-69.
As Governor Mills has said, at a time when Maine people are hurting, when small businesses are
struggling to keep their doors open, when the ranks of the unemployed have swelled, and when
we are fighting a deadly virus all around us, we are proposing balanced budgets as required by
the Constitution that continue efficiencies, good fiscal management and curtailments to cover
projected revenue shortfalls for all three fiscal years. They focus on combatting the COVID-19
pandemic by continuing to rebuild the State's public health infrastructure and protecting essential
health care, education, and life-saving services. They do not change Maine tax rates, and they
maintain the Budget Stabilization Fund. With a future made unpredictable due to the ongoing
pandemic, these budgets make good on the promise of government, which is to protect and
support the wellbeing of our people and institutions.
DACF is charged with promoting and advancing Maine's agricultural resources; protecting and
enhancing nearly 18 million acres of forestland: managing more than 700,000 acres of state
parks and public lands; and administering numerous science-based programs focused on resource
management, land use planning, and conservation. The impact of our work is also quite
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extensive, and supports a large part of our overall natural resource-based economy, as our
agriculture, forestry, and outdoor recreation sectors combined contribute more than $20 billion to
our State's economy annually and supports approximately 140,000 jobs.
Our Department staff oversee and carry out a wide range of duties, from protecting the food we
eat, preventing and fighting wildfires, mapping the ocean floor, keeping our parks and public lands
pristine and accessible, ensuring wise land utilization and conservation, and providing regulatory
oversight and technical assistance to forest and farmland owners and managers. We take collective
pride in our efforts to provide excellent customer service through our hundreds of activities and
programs, which are carried out by 697 employees, where 404 are year-round positions and the
remaining are seasonal positions.
In the past year, our Depaitment has broken many records, with demand for our services both
straining our resources, while also reinforcing the need for the time, talent, and expertise of our
staff. Maine's State Parks have seen increasing visitation numbers year after year, and in 2020,
broke all-time records for both day-use and camping, and for the first time ever, total State Park
attendance topped 3 million visitor-days. Meanwhile, our Maine Forest Rangers responded to a
record number of fires (224% increase over 2019) and rescues of injured outdoor recreation
enthusiasts (418% increase over 2019). And our Bureau of Agriculture, Food and Rural resources
staff responded to a 25-50% increase in food insecurity across our state, as well as a significant
increase in consumer interest in accessing Maine-grown food, resulting in Maine meat facilities
requiring state inspection increasing production by 33% between FY19 and 20, while state
inspected Maine poultry facilities increased production by 43% over the same period in some cases
- as a result, some Maine livestock and poult1y producers must now wait until 2022 for an
appointment to have their animals harvested and processed at facilities in Maine.
As we now move toward reviewing specific DACF biennial budget initiatives for FY 22/23, there
are a few overarching aspects that it may be helpful to note before moving into discussing specifics:
•

•

•
•

All of the initiatives listed reflect fundamental needs of the Department. Many are tied
to the health and safety of either state employees or the public, while others have direct
ties to economic impact, whether it be resolving inspector bottlenecks that inhibit
business growth or ensuring that our State Parks provide a safe, enjoyable setting for
tourists who visit them, as well as our residents, and keep people coming back year
after year.
Of the 52 initiatives and 5 language items you will be asked to vote on in this budget,
18 initiatives and all language pieces are generally housekeeping in nature. These
items include reallocating positions between accounts and establishing capital
allocation in the current biennium for many Other Special Revenue accounts.
Ten initiatives in this budget are related to budget reductions.
This budget funds some additional critical needs, including parks positions, PFAS
testing, and two limited period positions to supp01t our meat inspection program.

Hopefully, these introductory comments provide helpful background infonnation as you consider
the following initiatives.

Animal Welfare Fund
The baseline budget for Animal Welfare Fund may be found on page A-41. This program ensures
humane and proper treatment of animals. Staff are responsible for investigating animal crnelty,
abuse, and neglect complaints, training animal control officers, inspecting and licensing boarding
and breeding kennels, animal shelters, pet shops, and research facilities. It is also responsible for
the "Help Fix ME" spay/neuter program for dogs and cats owned by low-income residents of
Maine and administers the statewide dog-licensing program in cooperation with municipalities,
including the successful licensing on-line program. There are no new initiatives for this program.
Bureau of Agriculture
The baseline budget request for the Bureau of Agriculture is on page A-42. This program is
responsible for animal and plant health, farm and consumer quality assurance, and agricultural
product marketing.It also helps to promote rnral educational events and seeks to develop the public
understanding of Maine agriculture's importance to the State's economy, the vitality of rnral
communities, and Maine's quality of life. This program includes the Divisions of Agricultural
Resource Development, Animal and Plant Health, and Quality Assurance.
The first initiative on page A-42 reduces funding in General Fund All Other by $50,000 in each
year of the biennium to recognize one-time savings from reduced travel expenses.
The next initiative, on page A-42 continues one Planning and Research Associate II position
established by Financial Order in FY2 l. This position is funded 100% in the Federal Expenditures
Fund and will help The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEF AP) and the Commodity
Supplemental Food Program address recommendations from a FY2019 audit of these programs to
provide adequate staffing to ensure compliance with TEF AP regulations. This initiative increases
allocation in Federal Expenditures Fund Personal Services by $85,491 in FY22 and $89,522 in
FY23 and Federal Expenditures Fund All Other by $2,538 in FY22 and $2,658 in FY23.
The next initiative on page A-43 establishes one limited-period Inspection Process Analyst
Coordinator position in FY23, funded 50% by the General Fund and 50% by the Federal
Expenditures Fund. This initiative provides General Fund Personal Services of $46,477 and
General Fund All Other of $3,000 in FY23 and increases allocation in Federal Expenditures Fund
Personal Services by $46,472 and Federal Expenditures Fund All Other by $4,469 in FY23. This
position will administer day-to-day operations in the Maine Meat and Poultry Inspection program,
which has experienced increasing demand with the new Cooperative Interstate Shipment program
and address a weakness identified by USDA-Food Safety Inspection Service during an onsite audit
in 2018.
The next initiative on page A-43 provides funding in General Fund All Other for $13,000 in each
year of the biennium to continue PFAS testing in foods as recommended by the Governor's PFAS
Task Force. This will allow the Department to conduct sampling, perform laboratory analysis, and
obtain specialized supplies to continue monitoring Maine's milk supply at the cmTent level and
pace.
The next initiative on page A-43 reallocates one Consumer Protection Inspector position from
100% Federal Expenditures Fund to 100% Other Special Revenue Funds to align work eff01i with
the proper funding source. This initiative will reduce allocation in Federal Expenditures Fund
Personal Services by $89,688 in FY22 and by $93,510 in FY23 and in Federal Expenditures Fund

All Other by $2,662 in FY22 and by $2,776 in FY23 and will increase allocation in Other Special
Revenue Funds Personal Services and All Other by the same amounts each year.
The next initiative on page A-43 establishes one limited-period Consumer Protection Inspector
position funded 50% by the General Fund and 50% by the Federal Expenditures Fund. Demand
for the Maine Meat and Poultry program's inspection services increased in FY20, as livestock
volumes at State inspected meat processing facilities exceeded FYl 9 output by 43%. This position
will provide inspection services to meet growing demand and reduce wait times for livestock
producers. This initiative provides General Fund Personal Services of $42,568 in FY22 and
$44,583 in FY23, and General Fund All Other of $3,000 in FY22 and FY23, and increases
allocation in Federal Expenditures Fund Personal Services by $42,563 in FY22 and $44,579 in
FY23, and Federal Expenditures Fund All Other by $4,352 in FY22 and $4,412 in FY23.
The next initiative on page A-44 recognizes one-time savings in General Fund All Other of
$28,739 in FY22 and $14,000 in FY23 for decreased contracts and general operating expenses in
the biennium.
The final initiative for this program on page A-44 recognizes one-time savings of $5,000 in
General Fund All Other, and $5,149 in Federal Expenditures Fund All Other in FY22 for
contracted lab services.
Certified Seed Fund

The baseline budget request for the Certified Seed Fund is on page A-45. This program ensures
the high quality of seed potatoes by conducting field and shipping point inspections in Maine for
regulated diseases, and also certifies seed oats and barley, and issues phytosanitary certificates for
agricultural and forest products destined for export to other countries. There are no new initiatives
for this program.
Division of Forest Protection

The baseline budget request for the Division of Forest Protection is on page A-46. This program
provides forest fire and forest resource protection to Maine's 17.7 million acres of forest lands.
The Division has responsibility for wildfires and protecting landowners through wildfire readiness,
prevention, detection, suppression, and natural resources law enforcement. A portion of funding
for this Division is cunently reflected in the Forest Resource Management program.
The first initiative, on page A-46 provides funding in General Fund All Other for $42,000 in each
year of the biennium for increased cost of uniforms.
The next initiative on page A-46 provides funding in General Fund All Other for $35,000 in each
year of the biennium for increased training costs for all rangers.
The next initiative on page A-46 provides funding in General Fund All Other for $30,000 in FY22
and $10,000 in FY23. This initiative provides funding for $20,000 in FY22 to send the new pilot
to Bell helicopter training and will provide ongoing funds of $10,000 in both years for water crash
survival training for all pilots.
The next initiative on page A-47 increases allocation by $100,000 in each year of the biennium
in the Other Special Revenue Funds Capital Expenditures for capital improvements.

The next initiative on page A-47 increases allocation in Other Special Revenue Funds Personal
Services by $38,236 in each year and in Other Special Revenue Funds All Other by $1,375 in each
year to allow the charging and reimbursement of Personal Services and related All Other costs
associated with non-fire flights conducted for other state agencies.
The next initiative on page A-47 increases allocation in the Federal Expenditures Fund Capital
Expenditures by $350,000 in each year for ongoing maintenance of aircraft.
The next initiative on page A-47 provides funding in General Fund Capital Expenditures for
$35,000 in each year to overhaul 2 Huey helicopter fuel control units.
The next initiative on page A-47 provides funding in General Fund Capital Expenditures for
$20,000 in FY23 to overhaul the main rotor blades on one Huey helicopter.
The next initiative on page A-47 reduces funding for $100,000 in General Fund All Other for
each year of the biennium by allocating operating expenses to allowable federal funding sources
for one-time only.
The next initiative on page A-47 increases allocation in Other Special Revenue Funds Capital
Expenditures by $125,000 in FY22 and $175,000 in FY23 to overhaul a main motor hub, replace
rotor blades, and a fuel control unit, and to paint the Jet Ranger helicopter.
The next initiative on page A-48 provides funding in General Fund Personal Services of $1,159
in FY22 and $1,160 in FY23 and increases allocation in the Federal Expenditures Fund Personal
Services by $1,256 in both years, and in Federal Expenditures Fund All Other by $45 in both years,
for a proposed reorganization of one Laborer I position to a Laborer II position. Forest Protection
has 3 regional office locations. Two of these offices have a Laborer II, and this reorganization will
provide the third office location with staff to assist with wildland fires and operate wildland fire
equipment.
The next initiative on page A-48 reallocates the cost of 81 positions and All Other funds from
71 % in Forest Protection General Fund and 29% in Forest Resource Management General Fund,
to 100% Forest Protection General Fund to segregate Forest Protection activity for transparency.
This initiative provides General Fund Personal Services of $2,370,164 in FY22 and $2,412,695 in
FY23, and General Fund All Other of $642,325 in each fiscal year. You will see the other half of
this initiative showing a General Fund reduction for the same amounts in each fiscal year in the
Forest Resource Management program. These 2 initiatives have a net-zero impact within the
Bureau of Forestry.
The next initiative on page A-48 provides funding in General Fund All Other for $35,000 in each
year to begin replacing Bendix King pmtable radios for Forest Protection. This ongoing funding
will replace 12 radios per year. These radios are the national standard for portable radios and are
used by Rangers on wildfire incidents both in Maine and across the counh-y. The cmTent radios
that need to be replaced are more than 10 years old and are reaching the end of their useful life.
The next initiative on page A-48 provides funding in General Fund All Other for $14,000 in each
year of the biennium to replace ballistic vests on a rotational basis. These vests have a 5-year
service life, and this initiative will allow the Division to begin replacing these vests on a rotational
basis rather than total replacement every five years.

The next initiative on page A-48 provides funding in General Fund All Other for $18,000 in each
year of the biennium for ammunition and training supplies for mandatory semi-annual firearms
training.
The next initiative on page A-48 provides funding in General Fund All Other for $40,000 in each
year of the biennium to cover increased insurance rates for aviation coverage.
The next initiative on page A-49 provides funding in General Fund All Other for $48,000 in each
year of the biennium for equipment installation in vehicles, including radios and emergency lights.
The final initiative on page A-49 reduces funding in General Fund All Other by $41,000 in each
year of the biennium to recognize one-time savings by driving fewer miles.
Forest Resource Management
The baseline budget request for Forest Resource Management is on page A-50. This program
preserves the overall health of Maine's forest resources by protecting forest, shade, and ornamental
tree resources of the state from significant insect and disease damage, and providing pest
management and damage prevention. An annualized, 5-year cycle inventory of Maine's forest
resources is conducted by this program. Technical assistance, scientific and economic information,
and educational services to Maine's family forest owners, the forest industiy, landowners, and the
public are also provided by this program. A portion of funding for the previously mentioned
Division of Forest Protection is also in this program.
The first initiative on page A-50 provides funding in General Fund All Other for $2,500 each year
for standard equipment installation in vehicles, including radios.
The next initiative on page A-50 provides funding in General Fund Personal Services for $15,250
in FY22 and $16,138 in FY23 for the reorganization of one Regional Management Coordinator
position to a Public Service Manager II position as approved by the Bureau of Human Resources
on May 14, 2020.
The next initiative on page A-51 provides funding and reallocates one Office Associate II position
from 50% General Fund and 50% Federal Expenditures Fund, to 100% General Fund to align work
effort with the appropriate funding source. This initiative will increase General Fund Personal
Services by $33,359 in FY22 and by $34,654 in FY23, and will reduce allocation in Federal
Expenditures Fund Personal Services by the same amounts, and will reduce allocation in Federal
Expenditures Fund All Other by $1,199 in FY22 and $1,246 in FY23.
The next initiative on page A-51 reduces funding in General Fund All Other by $4,860 in each
year of the biennium to recognize one-time savings by driving fewer miles.
The next initiative on page A-51 reallocates the cost of 81 positions and All Other funds from
71 % in Forest Protection General Fund and 29% in Forest Resource Management General Fund,
to 100% Forest Protection General Fund to segregate Forest Protection activity for transparency.
This initiative reduces General Fund Personal Services by $2,370,164 in FY22 and by $2,412,695
in FY23 and General Fund All Other by $642,325 in each fiscal year. This is the second half of
the initiative that was discussed on page A-48. These 2 initiatives have a net-zero impact within
the Bureau of Forestiy.

The final initiative on page A-51 provides funding in General Fund All Other for $7,070 in FY22,
and $3,470 in FY23, to purchase 6 Garmin GPS units and for ongoing funds to pay the annual
subscription for these units. These units will provide communication capabilities to field staff for
safety issues and provide coverage where other radios do not work.
Geology and Resource Information

The baseline budget request for Geology and Resource Info1mation is on page A-53. This program
includes the Maine Geological Survey, Floodplain Management, and Municipal Planning
Assistance. The Maine Geological Survey focuses on groundwater (the source of drinking water
for more than 50% of the State's citizens), aquifer analysis, coastal geology including coastal
hazards, and mapping the geologic framework of the State. Furthering the mission on hazard
mitigation, Floodplain Management carries out the objectives of the National Flood Insurance
Program under the Federal Emergency Management Agency by assisting municipalities and
individuals with assessments of flood risks and protection options. The Municipal Planning
Assistance Program implements specific elements of the Growth Management Act, including
providing municipal technical assistance, with an emphasis on climate adaptation. It acts as the
State liaison with regional planning organizations. It also coordinates across State programs to
ensure growth and economic development and to balance the use and protection of the State's
natural resources.
The first initiative on page A-53 adjusts funding by allocating Personal Services work effort to
allowable federal funding sources. This initiative will reduce General Fund Personal Services onetime by $40,000 in each year of the biennium and increases allocation in the Federal Expenditures
Fund Personal Services by $40,000, and in Federal Expenditures Fund All Other by $2,251, in
each year of the biennium to recognize one-time savings in the General Fund.
The next initiative on page A-53 reallocates the cost of one Planner II position from 70% General
Fund and 30% Federal Expenditures Fund to 100% General Fund in the Floodplain Management
program. This initiative will increase General Fund Personal Services by $25,539 in FY22 and by
$25,711 in FY23, and will reduce allocation in the Federal Expenditures Fund Personal Services
by the same amounts, and Federal Expenditures Fund All Other by $1,437 in FY22 and $1,447 in
FY23. This initiative will align work effort with appropriate funding to allow the Department to
carry out objectives of the National Flood Insurance Program without affecting flood insurance
across the state.
Harness Racing Commission

The baseline budget request for the Harness Racing Commission may be found on page A-54.
This program provides oversight, support, and promotion for Maine's harness racing industry to
ensure the integrity oflive racing and wagering at facilities in Maine. There are no new initiatives
in this program.
Land for Maine's Future

The baseline budget request for the Land for Maine's Future Program is on page A-55. This
program coordinates and finances the acquisition of lands and easements for conservation, water
access, outdoor recreation, wildlife and fish habitat, farmland, and working waterfront
conservation. There are no new initiatives for this program.

Land Management and Planning

The baseline budget request for Land Management and Planning is on page A-56. This program
manages the State's public lands and performs sustainable timber management under the principles
of multiple use, and are Sustainable Forestly hlitiative (SFI) and Forest Stewardship Council
(FSC) ce1iified.
The first initiative on page A-56 increases allocation in Other Special Revenue Funds All Other
by $11,000,000 in each year of the biennium for Contracts for Logging Services (CLS). This
initiative was requested and approved as Capital Expenditures in the last biennial budget. The
Controller's Office advised the Department to account for these expenses under All Other instead
of Capital Expenditures. This initiative will establish baseline allocation in the c01Tect line
category.
The next initiative on page A-56 increases allocation in Other Special Revenue Funds All Other
by $400,000 and Capital Expenditures by $3,000,000 in each year of the biennium for construction
materials, improvements to bridges and roads, and other improvements to recreational trails and
sites used by the public.
The next initiative on page A-56 increases allocation in Other Special Revenue Funds Personal
Services by $51,658 and All Other by $2,478 in FY22, and Personal Services by $52,556 and All
Other by $2,522 in FY23, for unrealized attrition and collective bargaining increases. The
Department cannot do financial orders in this account. This initiative will allow the Department
to fill vacancies as they occur. There is also language in Part W related to this initiative.
The final initiative for this program on page A-57 transfers and reallocates the cost of multiple
positions in various programs within the Bureau of Parks and Lands to realign funding for some
positions to match current work effort. This initiative increases allocation in Other Special
Revenue Funds Personal Services by $59,625 and All Other by 2,861 in FY22, and Personal
Services by $63,610 and All Other by $3,052 in FY23. These positions are funded in 3 programs,
so there are 2 corresponding initiatives for this realignment, which will be seen on pages A-63 and
A-67.
Maine Conservation Corps

The baseline budget request for the Maine Conservation Corps is on page A-58. This program
provides job skills training while supp01iing and preserving Maine's natural resources, and is
closely aligned with the national AmeriCorps program. It is geared towards encouraging youth
volunteerism. There are no new initiatives in this program.
Maine Farms for the Future Program

The baseline budget request for the Maine Farms for the Future Program is on page A-59. This
program provides technical assistance and grants to farmers for developing business plans and
implementing those plans in a two-phase process. There are no new initiatives for this program.

Maine Land Use Planning Commission

The baseline budget request for the Maine Land Use Planning Commission is on page A-60. This
program serves as the planning and zoning board for the 421 unorganized townships, 31
plantations, 7 organized towns, and over 300 unorganized coastal islands, which covers 10.4
million acres - about half the state. There are no new initiatives for this program.
Milk Commission

The baseline budget request for the Milk Commission may be found on page A-61. This program
sets the minimum wholesale and retail price of milk. The Commission staff manages daily
operations, conducts audits of dairy product processors to ensure proper payment to fanners, and
conducts studies required by statute to establish retail milk prices.
The only initiative in this program on page A-61 increases allocation in Other Special Revenue
Funds All Other by $112,863 in FY22 and by $89,133 in FY23 to recognize revenue changes
approved by the Revenue Forecasting Committee in November 2020.
Natural Areas Program

The baseline budget request for the Natural Areas Program is on page A-62. This program collects,
maintains, and disseminates field-based inventory information on habitats of statewide
significance to guide natural resource management and acquisition. In addition to tracking the
status and trends of at-risk species and habitats, this program also serves as the central repositmy
for information on the identification and management of Maine's terrestrial invasive plants. The
program works proactively with developers to avoid and minimize impacts to Maine's unique
natural areas, thereby potentially heading off costly conflicts and/or delays. There are no new
initiatives in this program.
Off-Road Recreational Vehicles Program

The baseline budget request for the Off-Road Recreational Vehicles Program is on page A-63.
This program plans, develops, and maintains snowmobile and ATV trails directly, and through
grants-in-aid to clubs and municipalities; manages approximately 300 miles of state-owned or
leased multi-use rail trails; purchases, builds, and maintains state-owned public boat launch sites;
is responsible for marking navigational hazards in selected lakes; and provides grants and technical
assistance to municipalities and others in developing and maintaining locally owned boat launch
sites. Studies have shown that these recreational activities have a positive economic impact on
Maine's economy.
The first initiative for this program on page A-63 transfers and reallocates the cost of multiple
positions in various programs within the Bureau of Parks and Lands to realign funding for some
positions to match current work effort. This initiative increases allocation in Other Special
Revenue Funds Personal Services by $19,366 in FY22 and by $19,487 in FY23. These positions
are funded in 3 programs. This is the second of 3 initiatives. The first initiative was seen on page
A-57, and the last initiative will be seen on page A-67.
The second initiative on page A-63 increases allocation in Other Special Revenue Funds All Other
by $1,259,801 in each year of the biennium for snowmobile grants. Public Law 2015, chapter 237
increased snowmobile revenue through registration fee increases. This initiative will provide the

increased allocation necessaiy to provide grants with the additional revenue. This will also
eliminate the need for the Department to do financial orders to allot this increase in revenue.
Office of the Commissioner

The baseline request for the Office of the Commissioner may be found on page A-64. This
program provides leadership, oversight, and operational direction for the Department. This
program is responsible for the centralized budget for the Office of Information Technology,
Natural Resources Service Center, and the Attorney General's Office.
The first initiative on page A-64 was also mentioned on page A-43 and establishes one limitedperiod Inspection Process Analyst Coordinator position in FY23 in the Bureau of Agriculture.
This initiative provides funding in General Fund All Other for $3,247 in FY23 and increases
allocation in Other Special Revenue Funds All Other by $667 in FY23 to cover the infonnation
technology costs associated with the new position.
The second initiative on page A-64 reduces funding in General Fund All Other by $4,135 in each
year and reduces allocation in Other Special Revenue Funds All Other by $832 in each year to
recognize savings from turning in 17 vehicle radios. The Department is switching these radios in
some Forestry vehicles to In-Reach units that have better coverage in remote locations. This
initiative recognizes the net savings from this change.
The next initiative on page A-64 provides funding in General Fund All Other for $36,728 in FY22
and $48,213 in FY23 for increased expenses for services provided by the Attorney General's
Office.
The next initiative on page A-65 provides funding in General Fund All Other for $358,700 in
each year of the biennium and increases allocation in Other Special Revenue Funds All Other by
$72,350 in each year of the biennium based on rates published from the Office of Information
Technology.
The next initiative on page A-65 increases allocation in Other Special Revenue Funds All Other
by $99,719 in FY22 and $121,209 in FY23 for same level of services, due to increases in costs for
financial, accounting, and human resource management services provided by the Department of
Administrative and Financial Services through the Natural Resources Service Center.
The next initiative on page A-65 reduces funding in General Fund All Other by $10,000 in each
year of the biennium to recognize one-time savings from reduced travel expenses.
The final initiative on page A-65 reduces funding in the General Fund All Other by $4,400 for
discretionary grants.
Parks - General Operations

The baseline budget request for Parks-General Operations is on page A-66. This program
manages approximately 100,000 acres, including 48 state parks and historic sites, and serves over
3 million visitors each year and offers many public service activities such as the Take It Outside
(TIO) program, an initiative to bring kids and their families into the outdoors for recreation yearround. This program also provides for recreational opportunities and the construction and
management of fire-safe public campsites in the West Branch Penobscot River C01Tidor.

The first initiative on page A-66 establishes 6 seasonal Assistant Park Ranger positions and
provides funding in General Fund Personal Services for $102,648 in FY22 and $106,500 in FY23.
This initiative will reinstate 6 of 24 positions that were eliminated in fiscal year 2017-18, and will
help the Department to better maintain facilities, meet public safety requirements, and address
increasing visitation rates and park facility use by the public.
The second initiative on page A-66 provides allocation in Other Special Revenue Funds Capital
Expenditures for $430,000 in each year of the biennium for maintenance of infrastructure and
capital improvements.
The third initiative on page A-66 provides allocation in Other Special Revenue Funds Capital
Expenditures for $100,000 in each year of the biennium for maintenance of infrastructure and
capital improvements in the Allagash Wilderness Waterway.
The final initiative for this program on page A-67 transfers and reallocates the cost of multiple
positions in various programs within the Bureau of Parks and Lands to realign funding for some
positions to match current work effort. This initiative reduces funding in General Fund Personal
Services by $30,661 in FY22 and $34,426 in FY23. It also reduces allocation in Federal
Expenditures Fund Personal Services by $33,979 in FY22 and $34,235 in FY23, and in Federal
Expenditures Fund All Other by $1,630 in FY22 and $1,643 in FY23. It also reduces allocation in
Other Special Revenue Funds Personal Services by $14,351 in FY22 and $14,436 in FY23, and
Other Special Revenue Funds All Other by $689 in FY22 and $693 in FY23. These positions are
funded in 3 programs. This is the final initiative for these positions. The first initiative was seen
on page A-57, and the second initiative was seen on page A-63.
Pesticides Control-Board of

The baseline budget request for the Board of Pesticides Control may be found on page A-68. This
program was established to protect the public health and safety as well as the public interest in the
soils, water, forests, wildlife, agricultural and other resources of the state by assuring scientific and
proper use of chemical pesticides. There are no new initiatives in this program.
Statewide Hunger Relief Program

The baseline budget request for Statewide Hunger Relief is $1 million in each year on page A-69.
This program was established by Public Law 2019, chapter 514 and provides funds to contract
with a nonprofit organization that provides statewide hunger relief services to allow that
organization to engage in statewide hunger relief services, including, but not limited to, the
purchase of food from Maine food producers and processors, to provide grants to local hunger
relief programs and to pay the operational and distribution expenses of the organization. There
are no new initiatives in this program.
Submerged Lands and Island Registry

The baseline budget request for Submerged Lands and Island Registry is on page A-69. This
program administers 2.3 million acres of submerged lands and 1,333 coastal islands that belong to
the State. There are no new initiatives in this program.

LANGUAGE
Part V on page 24 changes the Deputy Director position from serving at the pleasure of the
Commissioner to a classified, confidential position.
Part W on page 24 would allow the Department to submit Financial Orders in the Public
Reserved Lands Management Fund account and adjusts the budget report submission date in
odd-numbered years to align with the submission of a biennial budget from a Governor-elect.
Part X on page 25 authorizes a transfer in each year of the biennium of all funds in excess of
$200,000 from unencumbered balance fmward in the Personal Services line category and all
funds in excess of $300,000 from unencumbered balance forward in the All Other line category
in the Division of Forest Protection, General Fund account to the Capital Expenditures line
category within the same account to fund the overhaul of existing helicopters.
Part Yon page 26 renames the Office of the Commissioner program to the DACF
Administration program to more aptly describe the central services provided by this program.
Expenses for department-wide technology, finance, human resources and legal services provided
by the Attorney General's Office are paid from the accounts and represent 75% of the costs in
this program.
Part Z on page 26 authorizes a tr·ansfer of the remaining cash balance in the Federal-State
Inspection Fund account, Federal Expenditures Fund to the Division of Quality Assurance and
Regulation account, Other Special Revenue Funds. This account was transferred to Other
Special Revenue Funds last year, but the remaining cash balance was not transferred at that time.
This language will allow the Department to complete the cash transfer.

This concludes my presentation on our 2022-2023 biennial budget. I would be glad to respond to
any questions you may have.

Testimony of Eben Sypitkowski, Director
Baxter State Park
Before the Joint Standing Committees on
Appropriations and Financial Affairs
and Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
Hearing Date: March 5, 2021
LD 221 "An Act Making Unified Appropriations and Allocations for the Expenditures of
State Government, General Fund and Other Funds, and Changing Certain Provisions of
the Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of State Government for the Fiscal Years
Ending June 30, 2021, June 30, 2022 and June 30, 2023"

Good afternoon Senator Breen and Senator Dill, Representatives Pierce and O'Neil and
Members of the Joint Standing Committees on Appropriations and Financial Affairs and
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry. My name is Eben Sypitkowski and I am the Director of
Baxter State Park. I am here today to testify in support of LD 221, the Governor's Biennial
Budget proposal for State fiscal years 2022 and 2023. This testimony addresses each item and
proceeds sequentially starting on page A-87 through A-88.
Baxter State Park is not part of the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, but is
instead an independent quasi-state agency and a large public trust. This world-class wilderness
and outdoor recreation destination was generously gifted to the State of Maine to hold in trust for
the benefit of the people of Maine by Governor Percival Baxter beginning 90 years ago this
week--March 3rd marked the 90th anniversary of his first gift and was proclaimed Baxter State
Park Day by Governor Mills. These gifts were structured as a three legged stool, as Governor
Baxter left us
• a great wild landscape and stipulations around how he wanted it managed,
• a unique governing structure called the Authority to oversee it,
• and a sizable endowment of funds that allows the Park to be independently funded.
With each of 28 gifts accepted by the legislature and included in the Special and Private Laws of
Maine, Governor Baxter described a Park where the protection of natural resources would take
primacy o".er recreational opportunities. He also described the governance structure he wanted
to oversee his Park, called the Baxter State Park Authority, which consists of the Director of the
Maine Forest Service in the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, the
Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, and the Attorney General. Governor Baxter
intended for the Park to remain independent through his donation of a large portion of his estate
upon his death, which has grown into an endowment which funds half to two-thirds of our
annual operating budget. Entrance to the Park is free to Maine residents.
The baseline budget for the Baxter State Park Authority can be found on page A-87. The entire
budget for Baxter State Park comes from Other Special Revenue Funds, using no General Fund
dollars. Again, the main source of revenue for the park is the charitable trust that was
established by Governor Baxter. Other sources of revenue for the Park include visitor fees and

revenue from timber cut and sold from the Scientific Forest Management Area in the northwest
comer of the Park.
The first initiative on page A-87 increases 4 seasonal positions by 4 weeks for each position,
extending their season through November to provide necessary coverage at the southern and
northern gates of the park.
The second initiative on page A-87 establishes one seasonal Trail Crew Leader and 3 seasonal
Trail Crew Laborer positions and provides an allocation for 2 vehicles to supplement existing
staff in maintaining and improving Baxter State Park's 225-mile trail system and associated
footbridges. This work has been performed through contracted trail crews in the recent past.
The third initiative on page A-87 provides a one-time allocation to maintain infrastructure and
for capital improvement projects in Baxter State Park. Maintenance of the aging road
infrastructure is necessary to comply with best management practices for resource protection,
safety, and resilience in the face of more intense stonn events.
The final initiative on page A-87 provides a one-time allocation to replace roofs and aging rental
lean-tos, and upgrade cabins to improve the visitor experience and maintain visitor safety.
The next initiative can be found on page A-88. This provides a one-time allocation to replace 2
trucks, 4 snowmobiles and 2 trailers.
The second initiative on page A-88 provides an allocation for dispatch services provided by the
Houlton Regional Communication Center within the Department of Public Safety.
The third initiative on page A-88 provides a one-time allocation to purchase a law enforcement
package as a vehicle add-on for one truck. This equipment add-on is required for law
enforcement duties.
The final initiative on page A-88 increases the number of weeks for one seasonal Baxter Park
Trail Specialist position from 25 weeks to 52 weeks. This will change the position from a
seasonal to a year-round position to assist with maintaining the extensive trail system in Baxter
State Park.
This concludes my testimony on our 2022-2023 biennial budget. I would be glad to respond to
any questions you may have at this time. Thank you for this opportunity.
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Eric Venturini, Executive Director, Wild Blueberry Commission of Maine
Testimony in Support of LD 221, An Act Making Unified Appropriations and Allocations for the
Expenditures of State Government, General Fund and Other Funds and Changing Certain Provisions of
the Law Necessary to the Proper Operations of State Government for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30,
2021, June 20, 2022 and June 30, 2023
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs and Joint Standing Committee on
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
March 5 th, 2021

Senator Breen, Representative Pierce, members of the Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and
Financial Affairs, and Senator Dill, Representative O'Neil, and members of the Joint Standing Committee
on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, my name is Eric Venturini and I am the Executive Director of
the Wild Blueberry Commission of Maine. I appreciate this opportunity to testify in support of the
proposed Biennial Budget as it relates to the Wild Blueberry Commission of Maine.
History, Purpose and Goals of the Wild Blueberry Commission of Maine

The Wild Blueberry Commission ("Commission") is a successful public-private partnership with the
Legislature that has thrived for over 70 years. Pre-dating the Commission was the establishment of the
Wild Blueberry Tax, which was created in 1945 (the Legislature simultaneously appropriated $25,000 for
the establishment of a blueberry research farm, today known as Blueberry Hill Farm in Jonesboro).
Revenue from the tax was originally dedicated to the University of Maine to be used for research and
extension. Also established in 1945 was the Blueberry Advisory Committee, formed to advise the
director of the research farm and the University of Maine's agricultural extension services. The Advisory
Committee today helps guide wild blueberry research and extension efforts by awarding funds to
University of Maine faculty and staff to carry out research and extension that align with the Advisory
Committees funding priorities. The Commission itself was statutorily established in 1971 as public
instrumentality of the State.
The Commission's mission is to provide the foundation upon which Maine's wild blueberry farmers and
businesses can build sustainable, profitable enterprise. As stated in statute,

the production and marketing of wild blueberries is one of the most important agricultural
industries of the State, and this chapter is enacted into law to conserve and promote the
prosperity and welfare of this State and of the wild blueberry industry of this State by fostering
research and extension programs, by supporting the development of promotional opportunities
and other activities related to the wild blueberry industry. 36 M.R.S.A. § 4301.
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Serving the Public Interest

The Commission works on behalf of Maine's 485 growers and processors by supporting: (1) Research
and Extension (Development); (2) Promotion; and (3) Other activities such advancing state and federal
agricultural policy.
Research & Extension (Development)
Research and Extension is the foundation of Maine's Wild Blueberry industry. Due to advancements at
the University of Maine in concert and collaboration with the efforts of farmers and businesses, the
industry can produce over 100 million pounds of fruit per year. The University of Maine is the only
institution in the United States that does research and extension work on wild blueberries. An example
of the success of this partnership is the University's mobilization of effort to help the industry first
understand, and then respond to invasive pests such as the spotted-wing-drosophila. A game-changing
pest capable of decimating our crop if not thoughtfully managed. This guidance is in constant
development, ever informed and refined by the latest University research and the all-too frequent
incursions of new pests and diseases.
University of Maine Research and extension programs and experiment stations are critical to addressing
new threats such as climate change and its related concerns of increased drought frequency, increased
likelihood of late frosts, invasive pests and disease, and unpredictable weather at critical times in the
cropping cycle. Our partnership with the University is one of the pillars of this industry and the fulcrum
of this partnership is the Wild Blueberry Commission of Maine.
Promotion
For over 35 years, Maine's wild blueberry farms and businesses have heavily invested in promotion to
increase consumer demand. The Wild Blueberry Association of North America (WBANA) was formed to
promote wild blueberries, and the Commission remains affiliated with this promotional organization
today. WBANA's promotional dollars focus on educating consumers on the health benefits of eating wild
blueberries, their provenance, performance as an ingredient, and convenience. It is because of this
promotional effort that our consumers are aware that wild blueberries are one of the healthiest tasty
foods you can eat. Our investments in WBANA's promotional work raised the wild blueberry antioxidant
story over a decade ago. In 2020, consumer's knowledge of the health benefits of wild blueberries paid
off again, when during the pandemic the consumer's first response was to purchase healthy, long-lasting
frozen wild blueberries, driving a 52% increase in consumer demand for wild blueberries over the last
year. This surge outpaced the 38% growth seen in the frozen fruit category and the 30% growth in the
frozen cultivated blueberry category. This indicates that the Maine wild blueberry industry's
promotional strategy is extremely effective, especially considering that our major competitors, the
cultivated blueberry industry's national promotion organization, outspend our Maine wild blueberry
promotional investment approximately 10 to 1.
Our industry today is looking ahead to continued high levels of demand and the Commission is striding
ahead to ensure that the benefits of that demand are felt across the industry. We are leaving a period of
depressed prices that followed our production peaks and excess supply in 2014, 2015, and 2016 and are
hopeful that we can stem the trend seen in the last 5 years of growers leaving the businesses due to a
lack of profitability.
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The wild blueberry industry clearly acknowledges and seeks to address many challenges. Our greatest
market threat is the increasing global production of cultivated, or highbush blueberry. The United States
grows or imports approximately 1.3 billion pounds of cultivated blueberries annually. Nearly 50% of the
US crop is frozen and is a fierce competitor to Maine's frozen wild blueberries. A top priority of the Wild
Blueberry Commission is to better differentiate wild blueberries from cultivated blueberries, and Maine
wild blueberries from Canadian wild blueberries.
Continued promotion to grow and maintain consumer awareness of our product's healthful qualities,
and to differentiate and support Maine's state berry is critical, as are our efforts to create opportunities
for our farmers and businesses. This year the Commission is:
•

launching the first ever Wild Blueberry Weekend, an agritourism event that will provide on-farm
experiences for consumers on wild blueberry farms across the state

•

prioritizing our in-state and regional promotional efforts using the input of the relatively new
Fresh Pack and Value-Added Committee, a group that represents the small but growing fresh
wild blueberry sector

•

increasing the connectivity of Maine wild blueberry farms and businesses to local and regional
markets, and piloting a model of connecting farms and businesses to state and institutional
buyers

•

and investing time and resources in expanding and improving our industry communications and
outreach to better engage the entire wild blueberry community in the Commission's work

In addition, we are continuing our successful School Foodservice Program that has doubled the use of
Maine wild blueberries in schools across the country to almost 3 million pounds since 2017. We
continue to foster agricultural literacy with Maine Agriculture in the Classroom. We carry out public
education and outreach at Maine fairs and events, promote Maine wild blueberries at the Big E
agricultural fair in Massachusetts, serve as the industry's representative to the press, seek out, create,
and leverage partnerships to create opportunities for Maine wild blueberry farms and businesses,
advance agriculture and business policy at the state level, and work with Maine's delegation on Farm
Bill, Federal funding opportunities, and Federal policies.
Economic Impact
Wild blueberries directly support the Maine economy, with $43 million dollars in farm gate receipts in
2019. Through direct and indirect contributions, our industry contributes $250 million to Maine's
economy each year.

Funding
The Current and Budgeted funding for the Commission can be found in the Biennial Budget Part A, page
A-89.
Department

Actual

Current

Budgeted

Budgeted

Summary-All Funds

2019-20

2020-21

2021-22

2022-23

$1,875,000

$1,875,000

$1,875,000

$1,875,000
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The Commission's funding is Special Revenue, not General Fund. The Wild Blueberry Tax consists of 1 ½
C per pound paid by growers and processors (see 5 M.R.S.A. § 4303).
Budget Priorities

The Commission must maintain its focus on research and development, promotion, and public policy,
while continuously reassessing and strategically reallocating resources to support and address the needs
of Maine's wild blueberry farmers and businesses. We believe the following priorities support the
objectives of the Administration and the Legislature to maintain and grow important sectors of the
Maine economy such as food and agriculture. These efforts are also true to our legislative mission.
2021 budget initiatives include:
Wild Blueberry Research and Extension Program - University of Maine
•

Fund University of Maine wild blueberry research in alignment with Advisory Committee
published research priorities (e.g., food safety, integrated crop management, climate variability)

•

Reassess, evaluate, and update stated research priorities and include input from groups external
to the Advisory Committee

•

Increase focus on climate change and allocate more grant dollars to climate change challenges

Wild Blueberry Promotion - USA and Off-Shore Markets
•

Allocate additional resources to in-state and regional promotion efforts, including the launch of
Wild Blueberry Weekend

•

Continue National School Foodservice Program (encouraging increased sales of frozen wild
blueberries to public schools nationwide)

•

Allocate funding to support WBANA's wild blueberry promotion program, health research
mission, and foreign market development

Other Activities - Examples
•

Engage in state and Federal food and agriculture policies

•

Support Maine Agriculture in the Classroom programs

•

Support Maine state wild blueberry fairs and events

•

Launch first annual Maine Wild Blueberry Weekend

•

Support efforts to value-add and diversify product offerings

•

Increase market connectivity via online market platforms through state funded Agricultural
Development grant

Senator Breen, Representative Pierce, members of the Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and
Financial Affairs, and Senator Dill, Representative O'Neil, and members of the Joint Standing Committee
on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, I sincerely thank you for your time and consideration and
would be happy to answer any questions that you may have.

MacMaster, Marianne
From:

Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

Carlton, Aimee M <Aimee.M.Carlton@maine.go v>
Tuesday, March 16, 2021 11 :03 AM
MacMaster, Marianne
Beal, Amanda; Cheryl McGowan ACF/SLG Committee Clerk; Nadeau, Karen; Figueroa,
Kirsten; Ashcroft, Beth
DACF response to AFA public hearing questions
ACF_FY22_23Budget_ResponseToQuestions_PublicHearing_030521.pdf

Good morningAttached please find our response to unanswered questions from the public hearing on the 2022-23
budget, March 5, 2021.
Thank you
Aimee M. Carlton
Business Operations Manager, Department of Agriculture, Conservation & Forestry
22 State House Station
18 Elkins Lane, Augusta ME 04333-0022
Phone (207) 287-5783 Fax (207) 287-2400

**Reminder, YOU matter and what you DO matters! Stay Safe!
This e-mail is intended for the exclusive use of the individual or entity above. It may contain information which is privileged and/or
confidential under both state and federal law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified that any further dissemination,
copy or disclosure of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this e-mail in error, please immediately notify me
and destroy this e-mail. Your cooperation in protecting confidential information is greatly appreciated.

1

STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION

& FORESTRY
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AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333

JANETT. MILLS
GOVERNOR

AMANDA E. BEAL
COMMISSIONER

March 16, 2021

Senator Breen
Representative Pierce
Members of the Joint Standing Committee on
Appropriations and Financial Affairs
Senator Dill
Representative O'Neil
Members of the Joint Standing Committee on
Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry
Please see our responses to unanswered questions received during our public hearing on the FY22-23 Budget,
Friday, March 5, 2021.

Rep Pluecker
A-43 - if DACF had additional PFAS funds, how would the department use those funds to protect farmers and
the public?
The discovery of farmland impacted by PFAS is time-consuming and the department currently
does not have dedicated staffing or funds to support this work. This is also a dynamic - not a
static - issue that has a devastating effect on the lives and livelihoods of farmers who have
learned that their landbase is contaminated. There is also a great need for research on
mitigation, specific to Maine. If we had more funds available, priority actions would include
these activities listed below, which we have been actively advocating for at the federal level, as
PFAS contamination is a national issue that ultimately will require a federal response. Our short
and long-term needs include funding for:
•

Dedicated staff and addressing data management needs.
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Conducting more frequent retail or on-farm milk samples and help alleviate some costs,
currently shouldered by DEP, for on-farm sampling, shipment, and analysis of soils, feed,
and water. Farms suspected of PFAS contamination require multiple media samples
across the farm to determine the source of contamination and also to find fields and
water sources that may allow for farm operations to continue or be adjusted, in order to
maintain farm viability.
Conducting limited live or post-mortem plasma, blood, and tissue samples in livestock
(i.e., beef). This is an area that we have only been able to begin exploring with the
assistance of FDA and USDA covering initial costs. However, this is very expensive, and
if done post-mortem, should include covering the price of the animal and processing
costs.
Supporting more robust research design and implementation for alternative cropping
system studies (likely done by cooperating research institutions) to help farmers
understand possible farm viability options in the face of PFAS contamination and/or
underwrite a desktop analysis of other PFAS agronomic studies in the US and worldwide
to understand what other crop-specific research is being advanced on this topic.
And, ideally, there would also be funds to help support farms facing PFAS
contamination, so that farm debt, cash flow, feed costs, sampling costs, etc., could be
covered to help farms remain viable.

Rep Martin
A-66 - what is planned for the Allagash Wilderness Waterway for each year of the biennium ($100,000
capital)?
FY 2022 - ADA entry to both Chamberlain Lake Ranger Office and Michaud Farm Ranger Office,
Campsite improvements, and Churchill Dam Damage Rehab. FY 2023 - Churchill Barn (jack and
level foundation; replace cedar shingle roof), Boarding House - engineering, steel roof
replacement.
Do you have a plan to address concern around the Forest Service providing aerial fire coverage in Northern
Aroostook County this year?
Please see memo from Chief Forest Ranger Hamilton.
We would be happy to address any further questions should they arise.
Sincerely,
~o;r--<CXA.

~ ' Q~

Amanda E. Beal
Commissioner
cc: Kirsten Figueroa, Commissioner, OAFS
Beth Ashcroft, Budget Officer
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TO:

AFA/ACF Committees

FROM:

Bill Hamilton, Chief Forest Ranger

DATE:

3/15/2021

SUBJECT:

Maine Forest Service Aviation Plan and Serving Northern Maine

The Maine Forest Service (MFS) aviation strategies, planning and staging are an almost daily
exercise considering the limited number of aircraft and pilots who cover the nearly 21 million
acres of Maine. The Forest Protection Division's highest priority is wildfire suppression and
associated wildfire readiness activities. However, there are agencies from several departments
that utilize rotary/fixed wing aircraft services only available through the MFS. Some of these
include infectious disease/insect surveys, forest inventory, moose surveys, law enforcement
missions, forest practices, mountain top radio repairs/maintenance and the rescue of injured
persons to name a few. The cost to obtain these services from private entities makes it unfeasible
or impossible. For example, over the last five years OIT has saved around $1,300,000 by using
MFS aircraft. Private helicopters are also not readily available and require advanced scheduling
which may need to be made weeks in advance.
The MFS is continually assessing several factors to decide where each aircraft will be located
during any specific time period, and through this ongoing evaluation, we are able to manage the
fleet in a way that allows us to respond to any part of the state in adequate time with our current
staging plan (see attached 30-minute helicopter response map). The typical staging locations are
Augusta, Old Town and Ashland. Occasionally other areas are used like Island Falls, Jonesboro,
Greenville or other tempormy locations where mission proximity, fuel and security are possible.
Other issues to consider are aircraft maintenance needs, since rarely are all aircraft flight capable
at the same time. Ranger pilots have scheduled days off and leave time which means that at least
forty percent of our pilots may be off on any given day.
Finally, and most importantly, when considering staging locations, we must consider current fire
weather indices, predicted weather and current wildfire occurrence trends. It isn't tactically
sound to have a helicopter in Augusta while we have very dry conditions and active wildfires in
Aroostook County. Conversely, it isn't feasible to have a pilot and helicopter in Ashland with
low fire danger and very little fire activity while we are experiencing numerous wildfires daily in
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Downeast Maine. The point is we need to move the machines and pilots to where the need exists
based on current mission requirements.
For the 2021 wildfire season our strategy for Northern Maine will be to stage a Bell HU-1 Huey
helicopter at Ashland or Island Falls considering the following criteria:
Wildfire weather indices
When fire weather indices hit ce1tain trigger points, aircraft will be staged at one of these
locations. The ship will remain there as long as necessary. We will rotate ranger pilots as
necessary.
Predicted weather
Occasionally, cumulative fire weather indices may be moderate or low, but predicted
weather will make it necessary to stage aircraft in anticipation of changes due to weather.
Instances like this include predicted high winds or a very low relative humidity (RH)
front moving into an area.
Wildfire occurrence trends
Population density has a direct influence on wildfire starts. In short, people cause
wildfires. Even though much of Maine may be experiencing nearly the same weather and
fuels conditions, there may be areas where wildfire occurrence is much more prevalent.
For example, an area may have a wildfire arsonist at work, or it may be blueberry barren
burning. The railroads may be working on the tracks causing fires. As the winter
snowpack recedes from southeast to northwest people, are burning grass/debris and their
bums often escape. For all these reasons and more we need to attempt to stage the aircraft
as close to where the majority of the concern exist. (See the attached 2016-2020 wildfire
occurrence map.)
Pilot availability
Currently we have four ranger pilots that are fully qualified. We have one new pilot who
is qualified in the Huey, but not the Bell 407. He will need to attend the Bell 407 training
before he will be able to fly the 407 without a senior pilot with him. Considering
regularly scheduled days off that leaves us with two fully qualified pilots many days. We
are looking at the pilot schedule to see ifwe can adjust it so that we will have three pilots
most days, one available for each region of the state. We have worked out a plan with
OIT to use pilots on their regularly scheduled day off to do much of the critical
mountaintop radio maintenance work, as a force multiplier. We are working with US
Customs and Border Protection to provide grant funding so that pilot costs could be
covered should we need to stage an aircraft and ranger pilot, who is scheduled off, in
Aroostook County.
Aircraft availability
For the spring of 2021 we will have nearly all of our aircraft signed off for required
annual overhauls and ready to fly. Two of the aircraft will need to begin their annual
phase inspections mid-summer. This may have some effect on aircraft staging locations.
However, it's too early to know for sure.
If aircraft or pilot availability is an issue, we will stage the aircraft at Island Falls as
needed. This is a good location because it is in the county reducing response time there,
while still available for Downeast, central Maine, Baxter, or the Greenville area.

Non-wildfire mission assignments
The Chief Ranger Pilot maintains a schedule for non-wildfire missions, both for fixedwing and rotary winged. As stated, wildfire suppression is primary to all other missions.
If conditions in Northern Maine meet our trigger points, then non-wildfire missions will
be rescheduled, and an aircraft/pilot will be in Ashland or Island Falls. However, as
weather, fire activity and pilot availability allow, we will assist our partners across state
government and the public as appropriate.

Maine Forest Service
30 Minute Helicopter Response Map

•

*r

Commercial Jet Fuel
Maine Forest Service Jet Fuel

Based on flight cruising speed of
Bell UH-1 H at 90 knots from
bases in Augusta, Old Town and Ashland

Wildfire Occurrence Map
Wildfire Starts from 2016 - 2020
By Cause
Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry
Maine Forest Service
Forest Protection
March 15, 2021
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Senator Breen
Representative Pierce
Members of the Joint Standing Committee on
Appropriat ions and Financial Affairs
Senator Dill
Representative O'Neil
Members of the Joint Standing Committee on
Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry
Please see our responses to unanswered questions received during our public hearing on the FY22-23 Budget,
Friday, March 5, 2021.

Rep Pluecker
A-43 - if DACF had additional PFAS funds, how would the departmen t use those funds to protect farmers and
the public?
The discovery of farmland impacted by PFAS is time-consuming and the departmen t currently
does not have dedicated staffing or funds to support this work. This is also a dynamic - not a
static - issue that has a devastating effect on the lives and livelihoods of farmers who have
learned that their landbase is contaminated. There is also a great need for research on
mitigation, specific to Maine. If we had more funds available, priority actions would include
these activities listed below, which we have been actively advocating for at the federal level, as
PFAS contamination is a national issue that ultimately will require a federal response. Our short
and long-term needs include funding for:
•

Dedicated staff and addressing data management needs.
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Conducting more frequent retail or on-farm milk samples and help alleviate some costs,
currently shouldered by DEP, for on-farm sampling, shipment, and analysis of soils, feed,
and water. Farms suspected of PFAS contaminatio n require multiple media samples
across the farm to determine the source of contaminatio n and also to find fields and
water sources that may allow for farm operations to continue or be adjusted, in order to
maintain farm viability.
Conducting limited live or post-mortem plasma, blood, and tissue samples in livestock
(i.e., beef). This is an area that we have only been able to begin exploring with the
assistance of FDA and USDA covering initial costs. However, this is very expensive, and
if done post-mortem, should include covering the price of the animal and processing
costs.
Supporting more robust research design and implementati on for alternative cropping
system studies (likely done by cooperating research institutions) to help farmers
understand possible farm viability options in the face of PFAS contaminatio n and/or
underwrite a desktop analysis of other PFAS agronomic studies in the US and worldwide
to understand what other crop-specific research is being advanced on this topic.
And, ideally, there would also be funds to help support farms facing PFAS
contaminatio n, so that farm debt, cash flow, feed costs, sampling costs, etc., could be
covered to help farms remain viable.

Rep Martin
A-66 - what is planned for the Allagash Wilderness Waterway for each year of the biennium ($100,000
capital)?
FY 2022 - ADA entry to both Chamberlain Lake Ranger Office and Michaud Farm Ranger Office,
Campsite improvements, and Churchill Dam Damage Rehab. FY 2023 - Churchill Barn (jack and
level foundation; replace cedar shingle roof), Boarding House - engineering, steel roof
replacement.
Do you have a plan to address concern around the Forest Service providing aerial fire coverage in Northern
Aroostook County this year?
Please see memo from Chief Forest Ranger Hamilton.
We would be happy to address any further questions should they arise.
Sincerely,
~o.rr---rk,-._

£ '.Q.u:,_Q_

Amanda E. Beal
Commissioner
cc: Kirsten Figueroa, Commissioner, DAFS
Beth Ashcroft, Budget Officer
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Maine Forest Service Aviation Plan and Serving Northern Maine

The Maine Forest Service (MFS) aviation strategies, planning and staging are an almost daily
exercise considering the limited number of aircraft and pilots who cover the nearly 21 million
acres of Maine. The Forest Protection Division's highest priority is wildfire suppression and
associated wildfire readiness activities. However, there are agencies from several departments
that utilize rotary/fixed wing aircraft services only available through the MFS. Some of these
include infectious disease/insect surveys, forest inventory, moose surveys, law enforcement
missions, forest practices, mountain top radio repairs/maintenance and the rescue of injured
persons to name a few. The cost to obtain these services from private entities makes it unfeasible
or impossible. For example, over the last five years OIT has saved around $1,300,000 by using
MFS aircraft. Private helicopters are also not readily available and require advanced scheduling
which may need to be made weeks in advance.
The MFS is continually assessing several factors to decide where each aircraft will be located
during any specific time period, and through this ongoing evaluation, we are able to manage the
fleet in a way that allows us to respond to any paii of the state in adequate time with our current
staging plan (see attached 30-minute helicopter response map). The typical staging locations are
Augusta, Old Town and Ashland. Occasionally other areas are used like Island Falls, Jonesboro,
Greenville or other temporary locations where mission proximity, fuel and security are possible.
Other issues to consider are aircraft maintenance needs, since rarely are all aircraft flight capable
at the same time. Ranger pilots have scheduled days off and leave time which means that at least
f011y percent of our pilots may be off on any given day.
Finally, and most importantly, when considering staging locations, we must consider current fire
weather indices, predicted weather and current wildfire occurrence trends. It isn't tactically
sound to have a helicopter in Augusta while we have very dry conditions and active wildfires in
Aroostook County. Conversely, it isn't feasible to have a pilot and helicopter in Ashland with
low fire danger and very little fire activity while we are experiencing numerous wildfires daily in
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Downeast Maine. The point is we need to move the machines and pilots to where the need exists
based on current mission requirements.
For the 2021 wildfire season our strategy for Northern Maine will be to stage a Bell HU-I Huey
helicopter at Ashland or Island Falls considering the following criteria:
Wildfire weather indices
When fire weather indices hit ce1iain trigger points, aircraft will be staged at one of these
locations. The ship will remain there as long as necessary. We will rotate ranger pilots as
necessary.
Predicted weather
Occasionally, cumulative fire weather indices may be moderate or low, but predicted
weather will make it necessary to stage aircraft in anticipation of changes due to weather.
Instances like this include predicted high winds or a very low relative humidity (RH)
front moving into an area.
Wildfire occurrence trends
Population density has a direct influence on wildfire starts. In short, people cause
wildfires. Even though much of Maine may be experiencing nearly the same weather and
fuels conditions, there may be areas where wildfire occurrence is much more prevalent.
For example, an area may have a wildfire arsonist at work, or it may be blueberry barren
burning. The railroads may be working on the tracks causing fires. As the winter
snowpack recedes from southeast to northwest people, are burning grass/debris and their
burns often escape. For all these reasons and more we need to attempt to stage the aircraft
as close to where the majority of the concern exist. (See the attached 2016-2020 wildfire
occurrence map.)
Pilot availability
Currently we have four ranger pilots that are fully qualified. We have one new pilot who
is qualified in the Huey, but not the Bell 407. He will need to attend the Bell 407 training
before he will be able to fly the 407 without a senior pilot with him. Considering
regularly scheduled days off that leaves us with two fully qualified pilots many days. We
are looking at the pilot schedule to see if we can adjust it so that we will have three pilots
most days, one available for each region of the state. We have worked out a plan with
OIT to use pilots on their regularly scheduled day off to do much of the critical
mountaintop radio maintenance work, as a force multiplier. We are working with US
Customs and Border Protection to provide grant funding so that pilot costs could be
covered should we need to stage an aircraft and ranger pilot, who is scheduled off, in
Aroostook County.
Aircraft availability
For the spring of 2021 we will have nearly all of our aircraft signed off for required
annual overhauls and ready to fly. Two of the aircraft will need to begin their annual
phase inspections mid-summer. This may have some effect on aircraft staging locations.
However, it's too early to know for sure.
If aircraft or pilot availability is an issue, we will stage the aircraft at Island Falls as
needed. This is a good location because it is in the county reducing response time there,
while still available for Downeast, central Maine, Baxter, or the Greenville area.

Non-wildfire mission assignments
The Chief Ranger Pilot maintains a schedule for non-wildfire missions, both for fixedwing and rotary winged. As stated, wildfire suppression is primaiy to all other missions.
If conditions in Northern Maine meet our trigger points, then non-wildfire missions will
be rescheduled, and an aircraft/pilot will be in Ashland or Island Falls. However, as
weather, fire activity and pilot availability allow, we will assist our partners across state
government and the public as appropriate.
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Testimony of Behalf of the University of Maine System
Presented by Hannah Carter, Dean of University of Maine Cooperative Extension
In Support of Extension-Related Appropriations On Pages A490-A491
of the FY22-23 Biennial Budget (LD 221) - March 5, 2021

Senators Breen and Dill, Representatives Pierce and O'Neil, and distinguished members of the
Joint Standing Committees on Appropriations and Financial Affairs and Agriculture, Conservation
and Forestry: My name is Hannah Carter. I am a proud native of Aroostook County and a
graduate of the University of Maine at Presque Isle, who left a leadership role at the University of
Florida to return to Maine two years ago to become Dean of University of Maine Cooperative
Extension. I am here today to encourage your support of the special revenue allocations that
advance the activities of UMaine Extension, which you will find on Pages A490 and A491 of the
Governor's biennial budget proposal.
I'd like to start by reminding you that Extension brings university research, education and outreach
to homes, schools, farms, and communities in your legislative districts. Through our 16 county
offices, research farms, 4-H camps and learning centers, and online, UMaine Extension has
statewide impact, which has never been more apparent than during the pandemic.
When restaurants shut down and producers were left with product, we partnered with a
cheesemaker to create an online directory of farms that would sell directly to consumers. More
than 460 farms are now listed, some reporting stronger sales than ever before. When Mainers on
stay-at-home orders turned back to the land, our home horticulture programs were there to help,
providing education to more than 10,000 gardeners, directly responding to more than 6,000
submitted questions, and even distributing free tomato plants through local food cupboards. And
when kids couldn't go to school and camps - including our own popular 4-H camps, we provided
families learning-at-home resources and interactive virtual programming, including virtual meetups to link teens to UMaine researchers and hopefully spark interest in STEM careers. This rapid
response was possible thanks to our statewide connections and commitment to being relevant,
dynamic and flexible, and because of your investment in Extension through the appropriations for
the University of Maine System, including for university research (MEIF). Thank you.
Tick Lab & Pest Management Fund/UM Cooperative Extension Pesticide Education (A490)

The two initiatives on Page A490 (2290 and 2059) were created in response to legislation
enacted last session (P .L. 2020, Ch. 548) that established a 15-cent container fee on most
registered pesticides purchased in the state, charged to consumers at the point-of-sale. Some of
that fee must go to retailers to cover their collection costs and to Maine Revenue Service (MRS)
and the Board of Pesticides Control (BPC) for various aspects of implementation. The remaining
revenue is intended to help support the operations of the tick program at the UMaine Extension
Diagnostic and Research Laboratory in Orono, including public tick testing and medical and
veterinary pest management (2059); public education and outreach on pest management and
pesticide safety (2059); and targeted UMaine research on pests of statewide significance, like
browntail moth (2290).
The University of Maine· University of Maine at Augusta· University of Maine at Farmington· University of Maine at Fort Kent·
University of Maine at Machias· University of Maine at Presque Isle· University of Southern Maine· University of Maine School of Law

The new fee went into effect last June just two weeks before the close of FY20 and in the midst of
a global pandemic that has been especially challenging for Maine's retail industry. Because of
this and technical issues in automating the fee charge, implementation has been inconsistent
despite the best efforts of the BPC and retailers. MRS reports no revenue received for FY20 and
$98,283.73 so far in FY21. Legislation has been introduced to make it easier for retailers to
comply, and conversations about the future of this fee are ongoing. Given this, UMS has not yet
drawn down any of these funds from the State, and has no plans to do so until these issues are
resolved. We continue to be grateful to the Legislature and the people of Maine for their
investment in our state-of-the-art lab, including in support of our tick program which last year
processed samples submitted from Mainers in 354 different towns, 36.8% of which tested positive
for Lyme.

University of Maine Cooperative Extension (A491)
There is no new initiative for the Extension program on Page A491, which is funded by special
revenue and supports our integrated pest management (1PM) program, as well as other pesticide
education activities including in-person and online applicator training attended by more than
1,500 Mainers in 2020.
1PM is a science-based approach to pest management that reduces the use of pesticides and
their impact to public and environmental health while preserving the crop being treated. In FY20,
the State's investment leveraged $336,500 in external funding to extend the impact of our proven
1PM programs. We estimate that in 2020, our 1PM recommendations generated $10.SM in
increased crop/yield and reduced pesticides costs just for Maine's potato industry. Grower
surveys suggested that support from our 1PM program had a $5.SM impact on Maine's apple
industry, reducing crop losses due to pest damage by 31 %. There are similar success stories for
the state's strawberry, cranberry and sweet corn growers, and with this allocation, we can
continue this important work to grow Maine's agriculture economy.
I want to thank you again for your continued commitment to University of Maine Cooperative
Extension and to Maine's public universities. Your investment - and partnerships like those we
have with the Maine DACF, the Maine Wild Blueberry Commission and the Maine Potato Board,
who are also fully deserving of your support - are what allow us to help Maine's people help
themselves through education.
Thank you, and I look forward to taking your questions.
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James Nadeau
Portland

Hello, my name is James Nadeau. Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to
offer an opinion as to the impmiance of a well-supported floodplain management
program in the State of Maine. A little about myself, I am a private consultant located
in Portland, deeply embedded in the National Flood Insurance Program as a land
surveyor, real estate agent, and educator providing continuing education to
municipalities and consultants within the real estate and land use industries. I
currently hold three National Flood Insurance Program designations and am the
survey member on the Technical Mapping Advisory Council, a federal advisory board
that reports to FEMA on strategies to improve the national program. This background
allows me to competently understand public needs, address disconnects, but more
importantly today, to speak to the importance of the Maine Floodplain Management
Program. First of all, I am not here to discuss specific budget requirements, but to
strongly request that the Planner II position be moved to the 100% general fund due to
the extreme value of the Maine Floodplain Management Program. Approximately 10
years ago, when I first expanded my land surveying services to include flood
consultation, the Maine Floodplain Management Program had a staff of 4, which in
my eyes, appeared to be deficient at that time considering the number of pmiicipating
communities and the geographic size of our state. A few years later, the program was
reduced to a 3 person staff and is now down to a staff of 2. As the State of Maine
continues to move forward, the stability and existence of its floodplain management
program have never been more important. Technological advances over the last few
years have resulted in many counties receiving newly fonnatted flood maps, some
created with new flood studies and some without. Many stakeholders do not
understand the differences between the flood map formats. As well, the National
Flood Insurance Program continues to undergo reform, the proposed Risk Rating 2.0
initiative will also change how insurance policies are rated, and much uncertainty will
continue to exist among policyholders and other stakeholders. Being a member of the
federal advisory council assisting FEMA with transition insight, national program
changes must continue to have a state program that provides the appropriate conduit
to each community. The federal message will fall extremely short if the Maine
Floodplain Mmiagement Program is not recognized as extremely important. They are
the go-to resource for state-specific guidance for community officials, the public, and
many stakeholders providing flood products and consultation services. If the state
program is inadequately staffed and supported, stakeholder questions would likely be
inefficiently forwarded to the FEMA regional office, where federal regulations may
not coincide with the higher standards of the state. Confusion and liability will
increase. It should not be underestimated how many requests for guidance the state
program receives daily; it is the p1imary resource for floodplain guidance in the state.
Approximately 94% of our state communities, organized or unorganized, currently
paiiicipate in the program. Though I do not have an exact quantity of participating
communities, our state has over 900 towns, cities, townships, and plantations. The
Maine Floodplain Management Program aids in the customization of each community
floodplain ordinance built from the state model floodplain ordinance. Each
community has specific needs. Who would provide this service if the state program is
unable? New England is different from other parts of the country in that its floodplain
programs fall under the "Home Rule" which specifically means that a floodplain
ordinance is not county-specific, it is community-specific. The program oversees this
process for all paiiicipating communities and will continue even after all communities
have made the transition to the countywide maps. Community floodplain
administrators and other government officials that require floodplain guidance utilize
the program. Due to the consistent turnover of municipal officials, the reliable
resource is the state program. Community training is cmTently deficient in my
opinion due to the low staffing of this program. This deficiency cannot increase in
any way. In terms ofreal estate, the Maine Real Estate Disclosure docmnent lists only
one ambiguous question relating to flood risk. Having a resource for real estate

licensees to better understand the differences between map risk and actual flood risk
is greatly benefitted from the Maine Floodplain Management Program. Making the
connection between value and risk is extremely important for mitigation and
sustainability strategies to be accepted in each community. In closing, with continued
climate change, sea-level rise, development, loss of coastal wetlands, erosion, and
vegetation, actual flood risk will continue to increase. The flood maps will always be
challenged to keep pace with all these changes. The best solution to prepare for a
storm similar to Sandy, Katrina, or Harvey is to have a fully functional,
adequately-supp01ied staffed Maine Floodplain Management Program. Hunicane
Irene, which devastated Vermont in 2011, is a sound reminder that coastal stonns or
large precipitation events can make any state very vulnerable to flood risk. Maine
will have this large event enter into our lives in the near future and it is my opinion
that the Maine Floodplain Management Program may be the most important program
in the entire state to enhance public safety while protecting life, real estate assets, and
our environment. Our future must include the long-tenn economic sustainability of
this state program. Again, thank you for allowing me the opportunity today.

The Nature
Conservancy
Protecting nature. Preserving life~

Testimony before the
Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs
By Kaitlyn Bernard, Natural Resources Policy Advisor
March 5, 2021
Re: Biennial Budget Proposal for the Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and
Forestry
Senator Breen, Representative Pierce, members of the Joint Standing Committee on
Appropriations and Financial Affairs, and members of the Joint Standing Committee on
Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry, my name is Kaitlyn Bernard and I am the Natural
Resources Policy Advisor for The Nature Conservancy in Maine. I appreciate this opportunity to
testify in support of the biennial budget proposal for the Department of Agriculture,
Conservation, and Forestry.
The Nature Conservancy is a nonprofit conservation organization dedicated to conserving the
lands and waters on which all life depends. We have been working in Maine for more than 60
years protecting land, restoring rivers and streams, rebuilding groundfish populations in the Gulf
of Maine and developing innovative solutions to address climate change.
Conservation is at our core and we are proud to be the 12th largest landowner in the state, owning
and managing roughly 275,000 acres. We work in tandem with our partners at the Department of
Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry to both advance our conservation projects and support
their role in planning, conservation, management, and research. Maine's public lands, state
parks, and forests are incredible assets that underpin our quality of life and economic
opportunities. The Nature Conservancy supports robust funding for the Department of
Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry and its many divisions and programs.
The Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry biennial budget proposal maintains
capacity and programs at an essential state agency that supports Maine's economy and rural
communities. Over the last year, Maine has seen a significant uptick in outdoor recreation in part
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Many local people and visitors have a newfound appreciation
for all the outdoor resources our state has to offer, and Maine's parks and public lands saw
record breaking use in 2020. Maintaining the Department's programs and making small
investments in key areas will go a long way towards furthering their mission.

In particular, TNC supports the modest increases proposed in these two programs:

Land Management and Planning, initiative on page A-56.
As previously mentioned, Maine's parks and public lands saw a significant increase in
public use in 2020. This increase in use spanned not only Maine's most iconic parks but
drew increased attention to many small and rural DACF managed areas. Investing in
improvements to recreational trails, bridges, roads, and infrastructure in these places will
make them more resilient to the increased usage and maintain their value as a public
resource.
Parks - General Operations, initiative on page A-66.
In addition to investing in the infrastructure needs, an investment in staff capacity at
Maine's parks is necessary to maintain the high level of customer service the Department
prides itself on. This initiative proposes to establish 6 seasonal Assistant Park Ranger
positions, re-instating just¼ of the positions that were eliminated in fiscal year 20172018. Building back these positions is critical to better serve visitors, maintain park
facilities, protect natural resources, and most importantly maintain public safety
requirements. The increase in visitation alone demonstrates the clear need for additional
staff capacity and bringing on six new staff is an excellent step in the right direction.
TNC also supports the funding levels proposed for the following important DACF programs: the
Land for Maine's Future program, the Land Use Planning Commission, the Municipal Planning
Assistance Program, Division of Forest Protection and Forest Resource Management, and many
others. We hope the Committee will support maintaining adequate funding for these provisions.
This biennial budget maintains the Department's capacity while making a reasonable investment
in key areas in response to needs identified over the last year. The Department of Agriculture,
Conservation, and Forest1y's work helps make Maine communities strong and supports the
quality oflife that we as Mainers enjoy. We thank Governor Mills, Commissioner Beal and the
Department for putting forward this proposal, and we strongly urge the Committee's support.

MAINE FARMLAND TRUST
Testimony of Ellen Stern Griswold, Policy and Research Director, Maine Farmland Trust,
before the 130th Legislature's Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial
Affairs and Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry

March 5, 2021
Good afternoon Senator Breen, Representative Pierce, and members of both the Joint Standing
Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs and the Joint Standing Committee on
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry. My name is Ellen Griswold, and I am testifying on behalf
of Maine Farmland Trust (MFT) in support of the Maine Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry's (DACF} Bureau of Agriculture requests within LD 221-An Act
Making Unified Appropriations and Allocations for the Expenditures of State Government,
General Fund and Other Funds, and Changing Certain Provisions of the law Necessary to the
Proper Operations of State Government for the Fiscal Years Ending June 30, 2021, June 30, 2022
and June 30, 2023.
MFT is a member-powered statewide organization that works to protect farmland, support
farmers, and advance the future of farming. Since 1999, MFT has helped to permanently
protect nearly 300 farms and keep over 60,000 acres of farmland in farming, while supporting
over 800 farm families with a range of services. MFT believes that to revitalize Maine's rural
communities, farms must be economically viable. In order to achieve those ends, MFT has
collaborated with farmers, food-related businesses, and economic development organizations
to create programs and enterprises focused on establishing a vibrant and resilient agricultural
sector and food system in Maine. At the same time, MFT is developing new infrastructure and
community outreach programs to grow the demand for local food and expand markets for
Maine farmers.
The Bureau of Agriculture within DACF provides critical support and services to Maine's farm
businesses, including those related to animal and plant health, farm and consumer quality
assurance, and agricultural product marketing. The Bureau helps promote rural educational
events, and seeks to develop both the public understanding of Maine agriculture's importance
to the State's economy, and the vitality of rural communities and Maine's quality of life.
Maine farmers would greatly benefit from additional support and resources from the Bureau of
Agriculture. Between August 2018 and January 2019, in collaboration with a group of
agricultural service providers and farm business owners, MFT helped to organize a series of
listening sessions with farmers across the state to identify what is needed to strengthen farm
businesses and grow Maine's agricultural economy. During those sessions, farmers indicated
that their greatest need is for increased access to information, resources and training to
support their day-to-day operations. 1 The Bureau of Agriculture budgetary requests would

Skakalski, Ellen M., "Results from a Statewide Engagement Process: Maine Farmers' Needs and Priorities," (2019),
4-5, available at: https://www.mainefarmlandtrust.org/research-farmer-engageme nt-report/.
1
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establish important positions to provide this type of needed technical support and resources for
farmers and the agricultural industry across the state.
Agriculture is a key component of Maine's economy, contributing over $3.6 billion in economic
impact and supporting over 27,000 jobs statewide according to an analysis by Farm Credit East. 2
But agriculture could play an even greater role in Maine's economy if farmers were provided
with the support and resources they need to grow their operations and access new markets.
The requested positions in DACF's Bureau of Agriculture can help to provide these crucial
resources for farmers and help to grow Maine's agricultural and rural economies.

2

Farm Credit East, "Northeast Economic Engine: Agriculture, Forest Products and
Commercial Fishing," (2020), available at: https://www.farmcrediteast.com/knowledgeexchange/Reports/2020%20Northeast%20Economic%20Engine.

