
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from electronic originals 
(may include minor formatting differences from printed original) 

 
 



STATE OF MAINE 
132ND LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Disposition of bills and summaries of all laws enacted or finally passed 

 
JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON 

ENERGY, UTILITIES AND TECHNOLOGY 
 
 

August 2025 
 
 
 
 
 

 MEMBERS: 
 SEN. MARK W. LAWRENCE, CHAIR 
 SEN. NICOLE GROHOSKI 
 SEN. MATTHEW HARRINGTON 
  
 REP. MELANIE F. SACHS, CHAIR 
 REP. CHRISTOPHER J. KESSLER 
 REP. VALLI D. GEIGER 
STAFF: REP. SOPHIA B. WARREN 
LINDSAY J. LAXON, LEGISLATIVE ANALYST 

 

REP. WALTER GERARD RUNTE, JR. 
OFFICE OF POLICY AND LEGAL ANALYSIS REP. KILTON M. WEBB 
13 STATE HOUSE STATION REP. STEVEN D. FOSTER 
AUGUSTA, ME  04333 REP. NATHAN J. WADSWORTH 
(207) 287-1670 REP. REAGAN L. PAUL 
http://legislature.maine.gov/opla REP. MATTHEW DAVID MCINTYRE 

 



JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON  
ENERGY, UTILITIES AND TECHNOLOGY 

 

ENACTED LAW SUMMARIES 
132ND FIRST REGULAR AND FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS – 2025 

Page 15 of 18 

provide all types of investments and financial services authorized under the accelerator to 
renewable energy generation and grid technology projects.  By January 29, 2028, the trust must 
provide a report on the pilot project to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having 
jurisdiction over energy matters, and the committee may report out a bill related to the report to 
the Second Regular Session of the 133rd Legislature. 
 
 
LD 1726  An Act to Enhance the Coordination and Effectiveness of Integrated Distribution 
Grid Planning 
 
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY 
 
Public Law 2025, chapter 293 does the following. 
 
1. It requires the Governor’s Energy Office to seek to ensure consistency in energy planning and 

analysis, including through the use of an energy forecasting method consistent with the method 
used by the office in preparing the comprehensive state energy plan. 

 
2. It requires grid plans filed by certain transmission and distribution utilities, when appropriate, 

to consider the energy forecasting method used to prepare the comprehensive state energy plan.  
It also specifies that available and emerging technologies, which must be analyzed in the grid 
plan filing, include the use of advanced conductors and grid-enhancing technologies.  These 
changes to the grid plan filing established by the law take effect February 1, 2026. 

 
3. It allows the Public Utilities Commission, in a competitive solicitation, to use grid plan filings 

to develop requests for proposals, evaluate bids and negotiate agreements in order to optimize 
grid capacity. 

 
4. It requires the commission, in consultation with the Efficiency Maine Trust and the Office of 

the Public Advocate, to conduct a review of the nonwires alternative investigation and 
recommendation process established in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3132-
C.  By March 1, 2026, the commission must provide a report of its recommendations to the 
Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology. 

 
5. It requires the commission to explore and evaluate the feasibility of adopting emerging flexible 

interconnection options in order to use distributed energy resources, increase grid capacity, 
decrease grid instability and reduce costs.  By February 15, 2026, the commission must submit 
an initial report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 
energy and utility matters summarizing the commission’s activities and, by February 15, 2027, 
the commission must submit a final report to that committee. 
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