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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

creates the Working Waterfront Advisory Council to address issues affecting the State's working
waterfronts and requires the council to submit a report by February 1, 2026, and annually
thereafter, to the joint standing committees of the Legislature having jurisdiction over economic
and community development matters and marine resources matters on the status of the condition
of, the current and future challenges concerning and recommendations related to working
waterfronts in the State. The law also requires the director of the Maine Office of Community
Affairs to submit a report by February 1, 2026 and annually thereafter to the joint standing
committees of the Legislature having jurisdiction over matters related to the Maine Office of
Community Affairs on the status of initiatives regarding working waterfronts, including
information from coalitions, task forces and engagements with municipal and tribal governments.

LD 1246 Resolve, Directing the Department of Economic and Community Development to
Convene a Working Group to Review the Process of Setting Impact Fees

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2025, chapter 85 requires the Department of Economic and Community Development, in
collaboration with the Office of Policy Innovation and the Future and the Maine Office of
Community Affairs to convene a working group to study the process by which municipalities
impose impact fees under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 30-A, section 4354. The working
group must include representatives of municipalities and developers associated with municipal
infrastructure improvements and others with relevant experience. The state agency responsible
for overseeing the Housing Opportunity Program must submit a report based on the study to the
Joint Standing Committee on Housing and Economic Development. The committee may report
out legislation related to the report to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature.

Resolve 2025, chapter 85 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective June 18, 2025.

LD 1287 An Act to Support Workforce Development by Establishing the Housing Stability
Fund

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2025, chapter 498 establishes the Housing Stability Support Program within the Maine
State Housing Authority to prevent the eviction of individuals whose household income is below
30% of the median income for the area. Services available under the program include financial
assistance toward rent and security deposits, employment assistance, navigation service and
essential stability and case management services. Rental assistance is limited to $3,000 per
household per calendar year and is paid directly to the participant’s landlord in an amount not to
exceed $300 per month, except when the assistance payment is for a security deposit.

The Maine State Housing Authority is required to delegate administration of the program to a
community action agency, municipal housing authority or other qualified entity with demonstrated
experience administering similar programs and providing job-seeking assistance to program
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