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LD 241 An Act to Authorize the Public Utilities Commission to Approve Rate Adjustments
for Low-income Water Utility Ratepayers

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2025, chapter 137 allows a water utility or a group of water utilities to petition the
Public Utilities Commission to approve a low-income assistance program. The commission may
approve a proposed program if it determines that the proposal is a cost-effective way to keep water
affordable for low-income residential ratepayers.

LD 293 An Act to Increase the Debt Limit of the Boothbay Region Water District
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Private and Special Law 2025, chapter 2 increases the maximum debt limit for the Boothbay
Region Water District from $12,000,000 to $19,000,000.

LD 300 Resolve, to Direct the Governor’s Energy Office to Study Expanding the Use
of Hydroelectric Power and the Development of a Geothermal Power Plant in the State

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2025, chapter 39 requires the Governor’s Energy Office to conduct two studies in
consultation with the Public Utilities Commission, the Department of Environmental Protection
and the Maine Emergency Management Agency within the Department of Defense, Veterans and
Emergency Management.

The office must conduct a study reviewing the current operation of and opportunities for the
expansion of hydroelectric power and energy storage in the State for the purpose of evaluating
methods to revitalize the hydroelectric power industry. The study must include a review of
findings of any previous studies of hydroelectric power facilities in this State; a review of new
technologies being used in hydroelectric power facilities; consultation with hydroelectric power
facilities in three other states; and identification of locations in the State that may be suitable for
the development of pumped storage hydropower systems.

The office must also conduct a study to evaluate the potential for the development of a geothermal
power plant or other geothermal power generation system or space heating and cooling system in
the State. In conducting the study, the office must consult with persons with expertise in the
geologic engineering field regarding the feasibility of establishing a geothermal power plant in the
State and must assess the potential for developing district geothermal systems on brownfield sites
or state-owned properties or at state-owned facilities.
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