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LD 1971  An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Right To Know Advisory 
Committee 
 
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY 
 
Public Law 2021, chapter 611 implements the recommendations of the Right To Know Advisory 
Committee concerning remote participation by members of a public body subject to the Freedom 
of Access Act. 
 
Current law does not authorize members of a public body to participate in a public proceeding 
when not physically present unless the public body has properly adopted a remote participation 
policy that meets the requirement of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 1, section 403-B.  Chapter 
611 authorizes a public body to adopt the required remote participation policy through remote 
participation via a two-step process. 
 
1. If the chair of the public body determines that an emergency or urgent issue exists that prevents 

the public body from meeting in person, the chair may call a meeting of the public body in 
which the members may participate by remote methods.  Public notice of the meeting must be 
provided and must include information about how the public can participate in the meeting.  
The proposed remote participation policy must be included with the notice of the remote 
meeting or the notice must include instructions on how to obtain a copy of the proposed policy 
in advance of the meeting.  Once the meeting is convened, the members must vote on whether 
to support the chair’s determination that an emergency or urgent issue exists that prevents the 
public body from meeting in person. 
 

2. If at least two-thirds of the members vote in support of the chair’s determination, after an 
opportunity for hearing, the members may vote on adopting a policy authorizing remote 
participation. 

 
Chapter 611 also amends the current law that applies to the obligation of public bodies to make 
documents available to the public to ensure that access to the proposed remote participation policy 
is provided in advance of the remote meeting called to adopt the policy. 
 
 
LD 1972  An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Right To Know Advisory 
Committee Concerning Public Records Exceptions Related to Research and Aquaculture 
Leases 
 
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY 
 
Public Law 2021, chapter 581 amends the public records exception in the laws governing research 
and aquaculture leases to clarify that a copy of a seeding and harvesting report provided to a 
municipality is confidential. 
 
 

LLRL
Highlight




