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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

collaboration with the Department of Defense, Veterans and Emergency Management, Maine
Emergency Management Agency and interested parties, to develop a framework for the collection
and safe storage of prohibited firefighting and fire-suppressing foam that have not been returned
to the manufacturer of the foam pursuant to a recall until the foam can be safely disposed of. The
Department of Environmental Protection is required to submit to the Joint Standing Committee on
Fnvironment and Natural Resources by March 1, 2022 a report that includes such framework and
any recommended legislation and the committee is authorized to report out a bill.

LD 1541 An Act To Support and Improve Municipal Recycling Programs and Save
Taxpayer Money

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2021, chapter 455 establishes a stewardship program in the State for packaging
material, to be operated by a stewardship organization contracted by the Department of
Environmental Protection following a competitive bidding process. Under the program, producers
of products contained, protected, delivered, presented or distributed in or using packaging material
pay into a fund based on the amount of packaging material associated with the products they sell,
offer for sale or distribute for sale in or into the State. Producers can wholly or partially offset this
payment obligation by implementing independent programs to recycle packaging of the same
material type for which they have a payment obligation and can further reduce their payment
obligation by reducing the amount of packaging associated with the products they sell, offer for
sale or distribute for sale in or into the State or by meeting other program incentives. Producer
payments received by the stewardship organization are used to reimburse eligible municipalities
for certain recycling and waste management costs. To be eligible for such reimbursements, a
municipality must share with the stewardship organization certain data regarding its recycling and
waste management costs and must provide for the collection and recycling of packaging material
generated in the municipality that is determined to be readily recyclable. In addition to the
payment of municipal reimbursements, the stewardship organization is authorized to use producer
payments to cover the operational costs for the program, to pay department fees and to make
investments in education and infrastructure aimed at reducing packaging waste and improving
recycling outcomes in the State.

LD 1572 Resolve, To Analyze the Impact of Sea Level Rise

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2021, chapter 67 requires the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, the
Department of Defense, Veterans and Emergency Management, Maine Emergency Management
Agency, the Department of Environmental Protection, the Department of Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife, the Department of Marine Resources, the Department of Transportation and the Office
of the Attorney General to review the laws and rules they are charged with administering and, by
January 1, 2022, submit recommendations to the Joint Standing Committee on Environment and
Natural Resources necessary to incorporate consideration of 1.5 feet of relative sea level rise by
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