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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENERGY, UTILITIES AND TECHNOLOGY

LD 245 An Act Regarding Consumer-owned Water Utilities
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2021, chapter 711 allows the Public Utilities Commission to appoint a receiver to
oversee the operations of a consumer-owned water utility if after opening an investigation the
commission determines that the board of the utility lacks a sufficient number of trustees to
constitute a quorum. The commission may include the costs associated with appointing a receiver
in the utility assessment charged to consumer-owned water utilities in accordance with Maine
Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 116, subsection 1. The commission may adopt standards and
procedures necessary for the administration of the law by rule.

LD 318 Resolve, To Direct the Office of the Public Advocate To Study Reforming Maine’s
System of Retail Electricity Supply To Provide More Options to Maine Customers and
Support Maine’s Climate Goals

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Resolve 2021, chapter 164 directs the Office of the Public Advocate to conduct a study of options
for reforming the State’s current system of retail electricity supply to provide greater competition
among retail electricity supply providers and more options and protections for customers. The
office must examine options relating to the State’s standard offer system for facilitating the
achievement of the State’s climate goals and beneficial electrification. The resolve requires the
Public Advocate to ensure that the study examines: methods of protecting customer rights and
interests; the development and adoption of customer protections; energy supply issues related to
climate change and beneficial electrification; possible alternatives to the State’s standard offer
service; and ways to improve customer satisfaction and service quality during any transition to
identified standard offer alternatives. The office must consult with various stakeholders and is
authorized to retain one or more consultants. At the conclusion of the study and after an
opportunity for public comment on the draft study, the Public Advocate must submit a final report
with any recommendations and suggested legislation to the joint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over electric utility matters by February 1, 2023. The committee
may report out a bill relating to the results of the study to the 131st Legislature in 2023.

LD 337 An Act Regarding the Powers of the Efficiency Maine Trust and the Maine Clean
Energy and Sustainability Accelerator

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2021, chapter 600 provides that the Efficiency Maine Trust, in carrying out its duties,
has the power to make agreements, obtain certifications or other representations necessary or
useful for performing its powers and duties, insure or guarantee performance of obligations,
contract for professional services, and acquire and dispose of real or personal property. The law

ENACTED LAW SUMMARIES
130™ SECOND REGULAR SESSION — 2022
Page 1 of 10


LLRL
Highlight




