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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENERGY, UTILITIES AND TECHNOLOGY

LD 143 An Act Regarding the Arrearage Management Program

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2021, chapter 101 extends the repeal date for the arrearage management program from
September 30, 2022 to September 30, 2024. It includes a requirement that if an investor-owned
transmission and distribution utility produces any materials, either written or electronic, regarding
the arrearage management program offered by the utility, those materials must state in plainly
worded language and in a type size that is no less than 12 points that Maine law requires the utility
to offer an arrearage management program to its customers and that certain costs associated with
the program are not paid for by the utility and are recoverable in rates. It requires the Public
Utilities Commission as part of its Docket No. 2021-00061 to consider proven, global best
practices to assist low-income ratepayers, including, but not limited to, the use of lower tier rates
for customers based on income. It requires the commission to provide to the Joint Standing
Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology any information or decisions made in relation to
Docket No. 2021-00061 by January 15, 2022. Lastly, it allows the committee to report out a bill
based on the information provided by the commission.

LD 251 An Act Regarding Public Utility Assessments, Fees and Penalties
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY
Public Law 2021 chapter 318 does the following.

1. It requires the Public Utilities Commission and the Public Advocate, respectively, in
calculating assessments charged to public utilities to apportion the assessment within each
category of public utility between investor-owned utilities and consumer-owned utilities based
on an accounting of the portion of the commission's resources and the Public Advocate's
resources, respectively, devoted to matters related to investor-owned utilities and the portion

devoted to matters related to consumer-owned utilities. This provision has an effective date of
August 1, 2022.

2. Tt requires the portion of the assessment applicable to investor-owned utilities and consumer-
owned utilities within each category as determined by the Public Utilities Commission and the
Public Advocate, respectively, to be allocated to each utility based on a three-year rolling

average of revenue reported by the utility. This provision has an effective date of August 1,
2022.

3. It requires, by January 15, 2022, the Public Utilities Commission and the Public Advocate to
submit to the joint standing commiitee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over utilities and -
energy matters initial calculations related to the assessments described under items 1 and 2,
above, and allows the committee to report out a bill based on the information to the Second
Regular Session of the 130™ Legislature.
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