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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND
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LD 95 RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine To
Establish a Right to Food

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Constitutional Resolution 2021, chapter 1 proposes to amend Article 1 of the Constitution of Maine
to add a new provision to provide that all individuals have a natural, inherent and unalienable right
to food, including the right to save and exchange seeds and the right to grow, raise, harvest,
produce and consume the food of their own choosing for their own nourishment, sustenance,
bodily health and well-being, as long as an individual does not commit trespassing, theft, poaching
or other abuses of private property rights, public lands or natural resources in the harvesting,
production or acquisition of food.

Constitutional Resolution 2021, chapter 1 as finally passed by the Legislature is subject to
ratification at a statewide election to be held in November of 2021.

LD 103 An Act To Improve the Animal Welfare Laws
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY
Public Law 2021, chapter 99 amends the laws pertaining to agriculture and animals.

1. The law allows the Commissioner of Agriculture, Conservation and Foresiry to employ any
person considered necessary to assist in any response to a natural or man-made disaster
affecting animals both in the State and outside the State and provides for such a person's
compensation. It also establishes reporting requirements regarding such a disaster response.

2. The law allows the Animal Welfare Advisory Council to have as a member a person who is a
pet food supplier and an attorney with experience in the state court system and further provides
that, if appointed, the attorney must have prosecutorial experience in the state court system.

3. The law changes the rabies vaccination requirement to provide that an owner or keeper of a
dog over three months of age must have the dog vaccinated. The law also provides that the
owner or keeper of a dog, within 30 days after the dog attains the age of three months, is
required to have that dog vaccinated against rabies. Current law provides that an owner or
keeper of a cat is exempt from the rabies vaccination requirement if a medical reason exists
that precludes the vaccination of the cat. The law provides that an owner or keeper of a dog is
also exempt from the rabies vaccination requirement if a medical reason exists that precludes
the vaccination of the dog.

4. The law adds dangerous dogs and nuisance dogs to those animals that are excluded from
obtaining dog licenses through the Internet licensing project.

5. The law provides for the revocation of animal control officer certification if the officer refuses
or intentionally fails to perform the officer's statutory duties.
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