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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON INLAND FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE

LD 88 An Act To Amend Maine's Wildlife Laws Regarding Species of Special Concern

ENACTED LAW SUMMARY

Public Law 2021, chapter 65 directs the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to adopt
routine technical rules establishing criteria for determining when a species of fish or wildlife that
is not an endangered species or a threatened species is of special concern. The rules may include
different criteria for categories of species of special concern, including a category for species that
are rare. The rules must list the species that meet the criteria established in rule. The commissioner
is directed to use the list in administering the law governing possession of wildlife in captivity
under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, section 12152 and may also use the list in administering
any other laws or programs or when providing advisory recommendations to other entities or
agencies on fish and wildlife matters in accordance with applicable laws or rules.

Public Law 2021, chapter 65 also clarifies that prior to recommending an addition, deletion or
other change to the endangered and threatened species listed in law, the commissioner must hold
at least one public hearing on that proposed recommendation.

LD 114 An Act To Address Airboat Operation in the State
ENACTED LAW SUMMARY
Public Law 2021, chapter 166 does the following.

1. It repeals current law requiring the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to establish
noise level limits for airboats by rule and replaces it with a provision establishing temporary
airboat noise limits. It establishes a noise limit of 90 decibels as measured in a stationary sound
level test as prescribed by SAE standards J2005. Between the hours of 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. the
operational noise limit is 75 decibels as measured by the shoreline test, except to the extent
necessary to achieve headway speed when leaving a boat launch or to get off a mudflat. After

7 a.m. and before 7 p.m. the operational noise limit is 90 decibels as measured by the shoreline * -

test, except to the extent necessary to achieve headway speed when leaving a boat launch or to
get off a mudflat. These noise limits sunset on September 30, 2022.

2. It directs the Department of Marine Resources and the Department of Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife to convene and work with a stakeholder group to examine and determine airboat
mechanical systems and adjustments that will result in the lowest practically achievable airboat
decibel levels and to examine and determine available federal or other funding to assist airboat
owners in addressing any identified deficiencies in their airboat mechanical systems.

A. The stakeholder group may also examine other issues related to airboats such as
establishing and restoring shellfish harvester access to coastal tidal areas, airboat
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