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STATE OF MAINE

129™ LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND
ENACTED LAWS

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws contains summaries of all LDs and adopted
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 129" Maine
Legislature.

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee and within each committee by Legislative Document
(LD) number. The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed
below each LD title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject
index is included with each committee. An appendix provides a summary of relevant session statistics.

Final action on each LD is noted to the right of the LD title. The following describes the various final
actions.

CARRIED OVER......coi ittt carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature
CON RES XXX .oiiiieiieeiie e ste et e e chapter # of constitutional resolution passed by both houses
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE..........ccccoveivvrieen. Committee of Conference unable to agree; legislation died
DIED BETWEEN HOUSES ........cooiiiieiececcscr e House & Senate disagreed; legislation died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE .......c.ccocevvevieeiece, defeated in each house, but on different motions; legislation died
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT .....cooiiiieiccecceee e action incomplete when session ended; legislation died
EMERGENCY ....coiiiiiciereeeeee e enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days after session adjournment
FAILED, EMERGENCY ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE............. emergency failed to receive required 2/3 vote
FAILED, ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE.........cccoiiiiii e, failed to receive final majority vote
FAILED, MANDATE ENACTMENT......ccccoevveieene legislation proposing local mandate failed required 2/3 vote
HELD BY GOVERNOR............. Governor has not signed; final disposition to be determined at subsequent session
LEAVE TO WITHDRAW........oiiiiiieiiice e sponsor’s request to withdraw legislation granted
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY.........cccccveneee. ruled out of order by the presiding officer; legislation died
INDEF PP ..ottt st ene e indefinitely postponed; legislation died
ONTP, ACCEPTED, MAJORITY, MINORITY or REPORT X... ought-not-to-pass report accepted; legislation died
P &S XXX ittt ettt et chapter # of enacted private & special law
PUBLIC XXX 1ttt ittt sttt bbbttt e e e sbenbeene s chapter # of enacted public law
RESOLVE XXX .ttt ettt sttt sttt se e sb et e e nee st chapter # of finally passed resolve
VETO SUSTAINED ..ottt Legislature failed to override Governor's veto

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 129"
Legislature is Thursday, September 19, 2019. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency
measure may be found in the enacted law summary for that legislation.



Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs

LD 2022  An Act To Provide Funding for Equipment Upgrades for Career and CARRIED OVER
Technical Education Centers and Regions To Meet National Industry
Standards
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
HERBIG E OTP-AM S-396
FECTEAUR

This bill authorizes the Commissioner of Education to expend and disburse funds to career and technical education
centers and career and technical education regions to make capital improvements and to purchase equipment that
has a useful life of at least 5 years and provides a one-time General Fund appropriation of $4,000,000 in fiscal year
2020-21 for that purpose.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-396)

This amendment strikes and replaces the bill. It provides one-time funds of $4,000,000 to career and technical
education centers and regions to upgrade equipment to meet national industry standards, which the Commissioner of
Education may expend or disburse pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 15688-A, subsection
6.

This bill was carried over on the Special Appropriations Table to any special session of the 129th Legislature by
joint order, S.P. 788.

LD 2024  An Act To Remove from the Calculation of the Cost of Education the CARRIED OVER
Maine Public Employees Retirement System Teacher Plan Unfunded
Actuarial Liability

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted

MILLETT R
KORNFIELD V

Current law provides a method of calculating the state share percentage of the total cost of funding public education
from kindergarten to grade 12 that includes the unfunded actuarial liability of the Maine Public Employees
Retirement System as it applies to teachers. This bill repeals that provision of law.

This bill, which had been voted but not yet reported out of committee, was carried over to any special session of the
129th Legislature by joint order, S.P. 788.

LD 2035  An Act To Modify Teacher Certification Expiration Dates for Teachers PUBLIC 610
Who Use Family Medical Leave

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
FECTEAU]J OTP-AM H-703
MILLETTR

This bill provides that, upon the request of a school administrative unit, the Commissioner of Education must grant
an extension on a teacher's conditional, provisional or professional certificate if the teacher uses family medical
leave within the teacher's final year of certification and the school administrative unit provides sufficient proof of
the use of family medical leave. The extension is for the same number of days as the family medical leave used
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Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs

during the final year of the teacher's certificate.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-703)

This amendment removes the reference to a provisional certificate, which is no longer used by the Department of
Education.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2019, chapter 610 provides that, upon the request of a school administrative unit, the Commissioner of
Education must grant an extension on a teacher's conditional or professional certificate if the teacher uses family

medical leave within the teacher's final year of certification and the school administrative unit provides sufficient
proof of the use of family medical leave. The extension is for the same number of days as the family medical leave
used during the final year of the teacher's certificate.

LD 2046  An Act Regarding Immunizations CARRIED OVER
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
TIPPINGR

This bill exempts children who are enrolled in or attend a virtual public charter school from the requirement that a
child may not be enrolled in or attend school without evidence of immunization.

The bill also amends the law governing the Universal Childhood Immunization Program to include persons who are
18 years of age or younger and are enrolled in or have been offered enrollment in a private or public postsecondary
educational institution in the State.

The bill also corrects an error in Public Law 2019, chapter 154 by providing that the exemption from immunization
requirements based on religious or philosophical beliefs for employees of health care facilities takes effect
September 1, 2021. The correction is contingent on Public Law 2019, chapter 154 being ratified by a majority of
voters and taking effect in accordance with the Constitution of Maine, Article IV, Part Third, Section 17.

This bill, which had not yet been voted by the committee, was carried over to any special session of the 129th
Legislature by joint order, S.P. 788.

LD 2071  Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 125: Basic Approval RESOLVE 131
Standards: Public Schools and School Administrative Units, a Major EMERGENCY
Substantive Rule of the Department of Education and the State Board
of Education

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted

OTP-AM H-738

This resolve provides for legislative review of portions of Chapter 125: Basic Approval Standards: Public Schools
and School Administrative Units, a major substantive rule of the Department of Education.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-738)

This amendment changes the title of the resolve and provides that final adoption of Chapter 125: Basic Approval
Standards: Public Schools and School Administrative Units is authorized only if the department incorporates certain
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