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STATE OF MAINE

129™ LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND
ENACTED LAWS

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws contains summaries of all LDs and adopted
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 129" Maine
Legislature.

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee and within each committee by Legislative Document
(LD) number. The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed
below each LD title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject
index is included with each committee. An appendix provides a summary of relevant session statistics.

Final action on each LD is noted to the right of the LD title. The following describes the various final
actions.

CARRIED OVER......coi ittt carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature
CON RES XXX .oiiiieiieeiie e ste et e e chapter # of constitutional resolution passed by both houses
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE..........ccccoveivvrieen. Committee of Conference unable to agree; legislation died
DIED BETWEEN HOUSES ........cooiiiieiececcscr e House & Senate disagreed; legislation died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE .......c.ccocevvevieeiece, defeated in each house, but on different motions; legislation died
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT .....cooiiiieiccecceee e action incomplete when session ended; legislation died
EMERGENCY ....coiiiiiciereeeeee e enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days after session adjournment
FAILED, EMERGENCY ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE............. emergency failed to receive required 2/3 vote
FAILED, ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE.........cccoiiiiii e, failed to receive final majority vote
FAILED, MANDATE ENACTMENT......ccccoevveieene legislation proposing local mandate failed required 2/3 vote
HELD BY GOVERNOR............. Governor has not signed; final disposition to be determined at subsequent session
LEAVE TO WITHDRAW........oiiiiiieiiice e sponsor’s request to withdraw legislation granted
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY.........cccccveneee. ruled out of order by the presiding officer; legislation died
INDEF PP ..ottt st ene e indefinitely postponed; legislation died
ONTP, ACCEPTED, MAJORITY, MINORITY or REPORT X... ought-not-to-pass report accepted; legislation died
P &S XXX ittt ettt et chapter # of enacted private & special law
PUBLIC XXX 1ttt ittt sttt bbbttt e e e sbenbeene s chapter # of enacted public law
RESOLVE XXX .ttt ettt sttt sttt se e sb et e e nee st chapter # of finally passed resolve
VETO SUSTAINED ..ottt Legislature failed to override Governor's veto

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 129"
Legislature is Thursday, September 19, 2019. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency
measure may be found in the enacted law summary for that legislation.
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1. Itremoves the provisions of law that provide for the suspension of a driver's license or permit for failure to pay a
fine for an offense not related to driving and strikes the October 1, 2021, repeal provisions.

2. Itrepeals the provision of law that provides for the issuance of a restricted driver's license for failure to pay a
fine for offenses not related to driving.

3. Itrepeals the provision, effective on October 1, 2021, that provides the statutory exemptions from attachment
and execution for certain property do not apply to enforcement of fines owed to the State.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2019, chapter 603 does the following.

1. It removes the provisions of law that provide for the suspension of a driver's license or permit for failure to pay a
fine for an offense not related to driving and strikes the October 1, 2021, repeal provisions.

2. Itrepeals the provision of law that provides for the issuance of a restricted driver's license for failure to pay a
fine for offenses not related to driving.

3. Itrepeals the provision, effective on October 1, 2021, that provides the statutory exemptions from attachment
and execution for certain property do not apply to enforcement of fines owed to the State.

LD 1960  An Act To Protect Communications between Bargaining Agents and ONTP
Bargaining Unit Members

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
SYLVESTER M ONTP

This bill makes communications between a bargaining agent and a municipal or state employee confidential in
proceedings before the Maine Labor Relations Board to the same extent that such communications would be subject
to the lawyer-client privilege under the Maine Rules of Evidence if the bargaining agent were a lawyer.

LD 1963  An Act To Preserve the Value of Abandoned Properties by Allowing PUBLIC 647
Entry by Mortgagees
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MARTINJ OTP-AM H-759
JACKSONT

The purpose of this bill is to assist communities and financial institutions when a home becomes abandoned by the
property owner. This bill allows, under specific circumstances, a mortgagee or mortgage servicer to enter the
property, secure the property and prevent further deterioration. This bill enhances the existing abandoned property
laws and provides specific procedures for mortgage servicers and their designees to enter abandoned property for
the purpose of abating an identified nuisance, preserving property or preventing waste. Mortgage servicers and their
designees must post notices on properties prior to entering them, and the notices must contain information about the
rights of the property owners and authorized occupants. Mortgage servicers and their designees may not enter
property that is occupied.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-759)

This amendment replaces the bill. It allows a mortgage loan servicer to take certain actions to preserve the value of
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residential property that is the subject of a foreclosure action if the mortgaged premises are presumed abandoned.

A mortgage loan servicer or its designee may not enter occupied property. A mortgagee, its mortgage loan servicer,
its designee or a third-party agent or other person acting on behalf of the mortgagee may not force, intimidate,
harass or coerce a lawful occupant of residential property to vacate the property so that it may be considered
abandoned. A violation of these provisions is deemed a violation of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 14, section
6113, which imposes a duty of good faith on mortgage loanservicers.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2019, chapter 647 allows a mortgage loan servicer to take certain actions to preserve the value of
residential property that is the subject of a foreclosure action if the mortgaged premises are presumed abandoned.
The mortgage loan servicer may file an affidavit attesting the abandonment factors found, and the affidavit must
include a statement that a municipal, county or state official, code enforcement officer or law enforcement official
was present when the abandonment factors were observed. The affidavit must be filed with the court, with copies
mailed to the parties as required by the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure. Once the affidavit is filed, the mortgage
loan servicer may take steps to secure the property.

A county or municipality is not liable for any damages caused by an act or omission of the mortgage loan servicer or
its designee.

The mortgage loan servicer or its designee must make a record of every entry of the premises and may not remove
personal items from the premises unless they are hazardous or perishable. Before entering the premises, the
mortgage loan servicer or its designee must post a notice on the front door that explains the rights of the property
owner or occupant authorized by the owner, including how to contact the mortgage loan servicer or its designee and
how to contact the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Bureau of Consumer Credit Protection's
foreclosure hotline.

A mortgage loan servicer or its designee may not enter occupied property. A mortgagee, its mortgage loan servicer,
its designee or a third-party agent or other person acting on behalf of the mortgagee may not force, intimidate,
harass or coerce a lawful occupant of residential property to vacate the property so that it may be considered
abandoned. A violation of these provisions is deemed a violation of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 14, section
6113, which imposes a duty of good faith on mortgage loanservicers.

LD 1964  An Act To Limit Access to Juvenile Case Records and Protect the CARRIED OVER
Confidentiality of Juvenile History Record Information

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted

TALBOT ROSSR
JACKSONT

This bill defines "confidential juvenile history record information" and "public juvenile history record information"
and creates statutory authority governing the dissemination of juvenile history record information by a Maine
criminal justice agency to create consistency between which juvenile case records may be open to public inspection
at the courts and information that may be shared publicly by a criminal justice agency.

It modifies the Maine Juvenile Code to limit access to juvenile case records and reorganize existing provisions
based on whether they allow disclosure of a juvenile's identity, allow inspection of juvenile case records, allow
dissemination of juvenile case records or allow the general public access to Juvenile Court proceedings. It provides
that a victim or an agent of the victim may inspect the juvenile petition and order of adjudication regardless of
whether the general public may do so.
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