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LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

ENACTED LAWS 
 

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws contains summaries of all LDs and adopted 

amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 129
th
 Maine 

Legislature.  

 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee and within each committee by Legislative Document 

(LD) number. The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed 

below each LD title.  All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number.  A subject 

index is included with each committee. An appendix provides a summary of relevant session statistics.   

 

Final action on each LD is noted to the right of the LD title.  The following describes the various final 

actions. 

 
CARRIED OVER ................................................................... carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature 

CON RES XXX ............................................................. chapter # of constitutional resolution passed by both houses 

CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE .............................. Committee of Conference unable to agree; legislation died 

DIED BETWEEN HOUSES ....................................................................House & Senate disagreed; legislation died 

DIED IN CONCURRENCE ................................. defeated in each house, but on different motions; legislation died 

DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ................................................ action incomplete when session ended; legislation died 

EMERGENCY ............................................. enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days after session adjournment 

FAILED, EMERGENCY ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE............. emergency failed to receive required 2/3 vote 

FAILED, ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE ....................................................  failed to receive final majority vote 

FAILED, MANDATE ENACTMENT ............................ legislation proposing local mandate failed required 2/3 vote 

HELD BY GOVERNOR............. Governor has not signed; final disposition to be determined at subsequent session 

LEAVE TO WITHDRAW ...............................................................sponsor’s request to withdraw legislation granted 

NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY.........................ruled out of order by the presiding officer; legislation died 

INDEF PP .....................................................................................................  indefinitely postponed; legislation died 

ONTP, ACCEPTED, MAJORITY, MINORITY or REPORT X ... ought-not-to-pass report accepted; legislation died 

P&S XXX .................................................................................................. chapter # of enacted private & special law 

PUBLIC XXX ............................................................................................................ chapter # of enacted public law 

RESOLVE XXX ..................................................................................................... chapter # of finally passed resolve 

VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................................. Legislature failed to override Governor's veto 

 

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 129
th
 

Legislature is Thursday, September 19, 2019.  The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency 

measure may be found in the enacted law summary for that legislation. 



Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary

LD 1759 CARRIED OVERAn Act Regarding the Electronic Data and Court Records Filed in the 

Electronic Case Management System of the Supreme Judicial Court

Sponsor(s)

CARPENTER M

BAILEY D

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill requires the Supreme Judicial Court to develop and adopt rules regarding court records and documents 

retained by the courts in an electronic case management system. The rules must reflect the presumption that court 

records are open to the public except in certain circumstances when necessary to protect private, personal or 

confidential information, data and documents or when designated confidential by state or federal statute or by court 

rule or order.  The presumption that court records are public does not preclude the imposition of reasonable fees for 

access to those records.

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session, or both, of the 129th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 

1322.

LD 1771 CARRIED OVERAn Act To Amend the Law Governing Name Changes

Sponsor(s)

RECKITT L

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill amends the law governing name changes to allow a probate judge to limit the notice requirement for 

anyone who shows by a preponderance of the evidence that the person seeking the name change is in reasonable 

fear of the person's safety, not just for domestic abuse victims.

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session, or both, of the 129th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 

1322.

LD 1790 PUBLIC 451An Act To Amend the Law To Protect the Confidentiality of State and 

Local Government Employees' Private Information

Sponsor(s)

MCCREIGHT J

JACKSON T

OTP-AM

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

H-638

This bill amends the law governing the confidentiality of personal information of municipal employees to parallel 

the same protections provided for state employees and establishes as confidential any genetic information and 

information about the sexual orientation of employees contained in the records of the municipality.  This bill also 

amends the state employee personnel records provisions to include confidentiality of genetic information and sexual 

orientation and amends the laws governing county and municipal employee personnel records to match.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-638)

The purpose of the bill is to provide consistency among state, county and municipal employees regarding the 

protection of private information.

The amendment replaces the paragraph amended in the bill on private information of state employees to adopt the 

same format as for the private information of county and municipal employees.  It includes ethnicity in the private 
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Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary

information of state employees to provide consistency and includes gender identity in all three statutes governing 

private information.

The amendment adds language to each statute to ensure that aggregated private information about state, county and 

municipal employees is publicly accessible.

Enacted Law Summary

Public law 2019, chapter 451, amends the laws governing the confidentiality of personal information of public 

employees to provide parallel protections for private information of state, county and municipal employees. Chapter 

451 includes protection of genetic information and information about the sexual orientation and gender identity of 

employees contained in the records of the governmental entity.  Chapter 451 provides that aggregated private 

information about state, county and municipal employees is publicly accessible.

LD 1794 PUBLIC 400An Act To Amend the Service Fee for Child Support Services

Sponsor(s)

GRATWICK G OTP-AM

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

S-291

This bill amends the service fee for child support services to $35 annually for those individuals receiving at least 

$550 in support collected for the federal fiscal year.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-291)

This amendment incorporates a fiscal note.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2019, chapter 400, amends the service fee for child support services to $35 annually for those 

individuals receiving at least $550 in support collected for the federal fiscal year.

LD 1811 PUBLIC 411An Act To Enhance Personal and Public Safety by Requiring 

Evaluations of and Judicial Hearings for Persons in Protective Custody 

Regarding Risk of Harm and Restricting Access to Dangerous Weapons

Sponsor(s)

KEIM L OTP-AM

OTP-AM

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

S-357

Current law authorizes law enforcement to take a person into protective custody for evaluation by a medical 

practitioner as protection from imminent threats of substantial self-inflicted harm or substantial harm to others.  Part 

A of this bill requires that a medical practitioner evaluate the history, recent actions and behaviors of a person taken 

into protective custody and determine whether there is a reasonable likelihood that the person's mental health will 

deteriorate; whether the person will in the foreseeable future pose a likelihood of serious harm; and whether any 

such likelihood of harm is exacerbated by the person's immediate access to a firearm or other dangerous weapon.  A 

medical practitioner must certify this evaluation and, if the evaluation is certified in the affirmative, the person is 

required to surrender any dangerous weapons possessed or controlled by that person to a law enforcement officer 

pending a judicial review hearing to be held within 14 days.  A court then determines whether to dissolve or 

continue those restrictions for one year.  When the person is determined by a court to no longer present a substantial 

threat, the restrictions end and the weapons are returned.  Part B of this bill requires that a court make similar 

determinations for a person enrolled in the progressive treatment program. When a person in that program is no 

longer determined by a court to present a substantial threat, the restrictions end and the weapons are returned.  Part 
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