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STATE OF MAINE

129™ LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND
ENACTED LAWS

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws contains summaries of all LDs and adopted
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 129" Maine
Legislature.

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee and within each committee by Legislative Document
(LD) number. The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed
below each LD title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject
index is included with each committee. An appendix provides a summary of relevant session statistics.

Final action on each LD is noted to the right of the LD title. The following describes the various final
actions.

CARRIED OVER......coi ittt carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature
CON RES XXX .oiiiieiieeiie e ste et e e chapter # of constitutional resolution passed by both houses
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE..........ccccoveivvrieen. Committee of Conference unable to agree; legislation died
DIED BETWEEN HOUSES ........cooiiiieiececcscr e House & Senate disagreed; legislation died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE .......c.ccocevvevieeiece, defeated in each house, but on different motions; legislation died
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT .....cooiiiieiccecceee e action incomplete when session ended; legislation died
EMERGENCY ....coiiiiiciereeeeee e enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days after session adjournment
FAILED, EMERGENCY ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE............. emergency failed to receive required 2/3 vote
FAILED, ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE.........cccoiiiiii e, failed to receive final majority vote
FAILED, MANDATE ENACTMENT......ccccoevveieene legislation proposing local mandate failed required 2/3 vote
HELD BY GOVERNOR............. Governor has not signed; final disposition to be determined at subsequent session
LEAVE TO WITHDRAW........oiiiiiieiiice e sponsor’s request to withdraw legislation granted
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY.........cccccveneee. ruled out of order by the presiding officer; legislation died
INDEF PP ..ottt st ene e indefinitely postponed; legislation died
ONTP, ACCEPTED, MAJORITY, MINORITY or REPORT X... ought-not-to-pass report accepted; legislation died
P &S XXX ittt ettt et chapter # of enacted private & special law
PUBLIC XXX 1ttt ittt sttt bbbttt e e e sbenbeene s chapter # of enacted public law
RESOLVE XXX .ttt ettt sttt sttt se e sb et e e nee st chapter # of finally passed resolve
VETO SUSTAINED ..ottt Legislature failed to override Governor's veto

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 129"
Legislature is Thursday, September 19, 2019. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency
measure may be found in the enacted law summary for that legislation.



Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary

This bill repeals the existing law governing the civil liability of persons making false claims, and enacts the Maine
False Claims Act in order to protect the State against false and fraudulent claims upon or against the State and to
protect the State and the Federal Government against false and fraudulent claims under the Medicaid program,
known in the State as the MaineCare program. This bill provides authorization for qui tam actions, which are
brought by a person for the benefit of the person and the State in the name of the State. This bill provides protection
from discrimination for an employee who participates in a qui tam action. This bill provides possible recoveries for
the person who brings the qui tam action in addition to recoveries for the State. This bill establishes the Maine
False Claims Act Fund to receive the proceeds payable to the State as a result of false claims litigation to be used in
part for investigatory, enforcement and litigation expenses.

LD 1507  An Act Relating to Amateur Radio Service ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
DEVEAU J ONTP

This bill prohibits a homeowners association, which is defined in this bill, from restricting the construction and
operation of an amateur radio station by an amateur radio operator licensed by the Federal Communications
Commission. This bill allows homeowners associations to establish certain requirements concerning the
construction and appearance of amateur radio station antennas.

LD 1511  An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Right To Know Died Between
Advisory Committee Concerning Public Records Exceptions Houses
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
OTP-AM
ONTP

This bill implements statutory changes recommended by the Right To Know Advisory Committee pursuant to its
responsibility to review existing public records exceptions.

The bill eliminates specific protection for social security numbers in the context of constituent communications
because social security numbers are designated as not public records for all contexts.

Current law provides that personally identifying information concerning minors that is obtained or maintained by a
municipality in providing recreational or nonmandatory educational programs or services is not a public record as
long as the municipality has adopted an ordinance that protects the information from disclosure. The bill repeals the
requirement that a municipality adopt such an ordinance in order to protect the information about minors.

Current law provides a public record exception for records or information describing the architecture, design, access
authentication, encryption or security of information technology infrastructure, systems and software. The bill
amends the provision to specifically include records or information maintained to ensure government operations and
technology continuity and to enable disaster recovery.

The bill amends the statutes governing the confidentiality of the working papers of the Office of Program
Evaluation and Government Accountability to clarify that the working papers, whether in the possession of the
office or an entity with which the office director has contracted, remain confidential even after the report is released
to the public. It removes duplicative language that is already captured in the definition of "working papers."
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Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary

The bill amends the Maine Human Rights Act to update and clarify the language describing medical history and
information about disabilities, as well as to update a reference to employee health and wellness programs.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-641)

This amendment, which is the majority report, designates the contents of the bill as Part A. The amendment adds
Parts B and C.

Part B of the amendment does the following.

It clarifies when members of public bodies may participate remotely in public proceedings of those bodies. It
prohibits a body subject to the Freedom of Access Act from allowing its members to participate in its public
proceedings through telephonic, video, electronic or other similar means of communication unless the body has
adopted a written policy that authorizes remote participation in a manner that allows all members to simultaneously
hear and speak to each other during the public proceeding and allows members of the public attending the public
proceeding at the location identified in the meeting notice to hear all members of the body.

It prohibits remote participation in executive session. It also prohibits a member who is participating remotely in a
proceeding from voting on an issue that was discussed in executive session that immediately preceded the vote in
the public proceeding.

It requires a quorum of the body to be physically present at the location identified in the meeting notice unless
immediate action is imperative and physical presence of a quorum is not reasonably practicable within the period of
time requiring action, or, for public bodies that consist of three or fewer members, at least one member of the public
body must be physically present at the location identified in the meeting notice.

It requires that each member of a public body subject to the Freedom of Access Act be physically present in at least
one public proceeding each year.

It requires that each member participating remotely identify all persons present at the remote location, that all votes
be taken by roll call and that members participating remotely receive documents or other materials presented or
discussed at the public proceeding in advance or when made available at the meeting, if the technology is available.
The amendment prohibits members who are not physically present at the meeting location from participating and
voting in adjudicatory proceedings.

It requires that a state public body adopt its remote participation policy as a major substantive rule under the Maine
Administrative Procedure Act.

It authorizes municipalities and counties to impose stricter requirements than are provided in this amendment and
allows municipalities and counties to prohibit the use of remote participation by any public body under their
jurisdictions. The stricter requirements or the prohibition must be imposed through the adoption of an ordinance by
the municipality or the county.

It provides that an elected public body may adopt a remote participation policy only after the constituency of the
elected public body has voted to authorize the body to adopt the policy.

It prohibits the Legislature from allowing its members to participate in its public proceedings through telephonic,
video, electronic or other similar means of communication, but allows the Finance Authority of Maine, the
Commission on Governmental Ethics and Election Practices, the Maine Health and Higher Educational Facilities
Authority, the Maine State Housing Authority, the Maine Municipal Bond Bank, the Emergency Medical Services'
Board and the Workers' Compensation Board to continue allowing remote participation at their public proceedings
as currently authorized in law.
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Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary

Part C of the amendment amends the Freedom of Access Act to require the joint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over judiciary matters to conduct a review of any proposed statutory authorization of
remote participation or change in accessibility with respect to public proceedings.

This amendment was not adopted.

LD 1516  An Act To Improve Efficiency in Communication in the Court System PUBLIC 497
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MOONEN M OTP-AM H-270
SANBORN L S-344 BREEN C

This bill provides funding to the Judicial Branch to allow it to develop and implement a text message notification
system to provide information regarding pending court cases, such as location, calendar, case category and case
type, to involved parties.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-270)

This amendment removes the emergency preamble and emergency clause and reduces the appropriation to reflect

the new effective date.

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A'" (S-344)

This amendment replaces the appropriations and allocations section. It provides funding for one part-time Project
Manager Associate position instead of one full-time position.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2019, chapter 497, provides funding to the Judicial Branch to allow it to develop and implement a text
message notification system to provide information regarding pending court cases, such as location, calendar, case

category and case type, to involved parties. It provides funding for one part-time Project Manager Associate
position.

LD 1522  An Act To Amend the Laws Regarding Orders of Abandonment for ONTP
Residential Properties in Foreclosure

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
FOLEY R ONTP
CAMPBELL D

This bill allows a condominium association to act as a party in interest in a judicial foreclosure action to present
evidence of abandonment of mortgaged premises and file a motion to determine that the premises are abandoned.
This bill also requires a plaintiff prevailing in a foreclosure action against premises that include dwelling units
occupied by tenants to pay any rent received from those tenants, after deducting reasonable costs for acting as the
landlord, to a condominium association that is a party in interest.

LD 1535 An Act To Correct Errors and Inconsistencies Related to the Maine PUBLIC 417
Uniform Probate Code and To Make Other Substantive Changes EMERGENCY
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
OTP-AM H-632
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