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LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

ENACTED LAWS 
 

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws contains summaries of all LDs and adopted 

amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 129
th
 Maine 

Legislature.  

 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee and within each committee by Legislative Document 

(LD) number. The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed 

below each LD title.  All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number.  A subject 

index is included with each committee. An appendix provides a summary of relevant session statistics.   

 

Final action on each LD is noted to the right of the LD title.  The following describes the various final 

actions. 

 
CARRIED OVER ................................................................... carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature 

CON RES XXX ............................................................. chapter # of constitutional resolution passed by both houses 

CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE .............................. Committee of Conference unable to agree; legislation died 

DIED BETWEEN HOUSES ....................................................................House & Senate disagreed; legislation died 

DIED IN CONCURRENCE ................................. defeated in each house, but on different motions; legislation died 

DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ................................................ action incomplete when session ended; legislation died 

EMERGENCY ............................................. enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days after session adjournment 

FAILED, EMERGENCY ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE............. emergency failed to receive required 2/3 vote 

FAILED, ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE ....................................................  failed to receive final majority vote 

FAILED, MANDATE ENACTMENT ............................ legislation proposing local mandate failed required 2/3 vote 

HELD BY GOVERNOR............. Governor has not signed; final disposition to be determined at subsequent session 

LEAVE TO WITHDRAW ...............................................................sponsor’s request to withdraw legislation granted 

NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY.........................ruled out of order by the presiding officer; legislation died 

INDEF PP .....................................................................................................  indefinitely postponed; legislation died 

ONTP, ACCEPTED, MAJORITY, MINORITY or REPORT X ... ought-not-to-pass report accepted; legislation died 

P&S XXX .................................................................................................. chapter # of enacted private & special law 

PUBLIC XXX ............................................................................................................ chapter # of enacted public law 

RESOLVE XXX ..................................................................................................... chapter # of finally passed resolve 

VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................................. Legislature failed to override Governor's veto 

 

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 129
th
 

Legislature is Thursday, September 19, 2019.  The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency 

measure may be found in the enacted law summary for that legislation. 
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LD 1138 
 

An Act To Ensure Health Insurance Coverage for Treatment for 
Childhood Postinfectious Neuroimmune Disorders Including Pediatric 
Autoimmune Neuropsychiatric Disorders Associated with Streptococcal 
Infections and Pediatric Acute-onset Neuropsychiatric Syndrome 

 
ONTP 

 

Sponsor(s) 

BAILEY D 
DESCHAMBAULT S 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

 

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session after referral of the bill to the Bureau of Insurance for 
review and evaluation of the financial impact, social impact and medical efficacy of the mandated health benefit 
proposal pursuant to Maine Revised Statutes, Title 24-A, Section 2752. 

 
This bill requires health insurance coverage for treatment of childhood postinfectious neuroimmune disorders, a 
group of medical conditions that includes autoinflammatory encephalopathic conditions including pediatric 
autoimmune neuropsychiatric disorders associated with streptococcal infections and pediatric acute-onset 
neuropsychiatric syndrome. The treatments authorized include certain treatments described as the standard of care 
in a series of articles in the 2017 Journal of Child and Adolescent Psychopharmacology, Volume 27, Number 7. The 
requirements apply to all individual and group policies and contracts issued or renewed on or after January 1, 2020. 

 

LD 1387 An Act To Increase Access to Safe and Affordable Prescription Drugs ONTP 
 
 

Sponsor(s) 

JACKSON T 
DILLINGHAM K 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

 

This bill was carried over in committee from the First Regular Session of the 129th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 
1322. 

 
Under the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act, the importation of unapproved new prescription drugs, including 
foreign-made versions of prescription drugs that have been approved by the federal Department of Health and 
Human Services, Food and Drug Administration, is prohibited. However, the Food and Drug Administration has 
developed guidance that allows the personal importation of certain drugs. This bill, using the guidance developed 
by the federal Department of Health and Human Services, Food and Drug Administration, enacts the Maine 
Pharmaceutical Drug Safety Act to allow an individual in Maine to import prescription drugs from Canada as long 
as specific criteria are met, including that the drug is imported for personal use, that the individual importing the 
drug has a valid prescription, that the drug does not present an unreasonable risk to the individual and that no more 
than a 90-day supply of the drug is imported. The prescription drug to be imported must also meet specific 
requirements. The importation of controlled substances and prescription drugs for sale or resale is specifically 
prohibited. 

 

LD 1434 An Act To Allow Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists To Bill for 
Their Services 

CARRIED OVER 

 

Sponsor(s) 

PERRY A 
MOORE M 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

LLRL
Highlight



Joint Standing Committee on Health Coverage, Insurance and Financial Services 

6 

 

 

 
 
 

This bill was carried over in committee from the First Regular Session of the 129th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 
1322. 

 
This bill requires insurers, health maintenance organizations and nonprofit hospitals or medical service 
organizations to provide coverage for the services of certified registered nurse anesthetists provided to individuals. 

 
This bill, which had been voted but not yet reported out of committee, was carried over in committee to any special 
session of the 129th Legislature by joint order, S.P. 788. 

 

LD 1591 An Act To Provide Access to Health Care for Maine Citizens ONTP 
 
 

Sponsor(s) 

BRENNAN M 

Committee Report 

ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

 
 

This bill was carried over in committee from the First Regular Session of the 129th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 
1322. 

 
This bill specifies that the base year for the hospital tax imposed under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 36, section 
2892 is 2018. It directs the Department of Health and Human Services to submit a plan to the Joint Standing 
Committee on Health and Human Services regarding how the additional state revenue resulting from that change 
can be used for the Medicare Buy-in Program and for subsidies under the federal Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act. 

 
Current law provides that each hospital may voluntarily hold its consolidated operating margin to no more than 3% 
and its increase in its expense per casemix-adjusted inpatient and volume-adjusted outpatient discharge to no more 
than 110% of the forecasted increase in the hospital market basket index for the coming federal fiscal year. The bill 
does not change those percentages but requires the Department of Health and Human Services to annually establish 
recommended percentages for each hospital. 

 
The bill requires the Department of Health and Human Services, in consultation with relevant other state agencies, 
federal agencies and interested parties, to design a wholesale prescription drug importation program. It requires the 
department to submit the design for the wholesale prescription drug importation program to the Joint Standing 
Committee on Health Coverage, Insurance and Financial Services and authorizes the committee to report out a bill 
to the Second Regular Session of the 129th Legislature. 

 

LD 1611 An Act To Support Universal Health Care CARRIED OVER 
 
 

Sponsor(s) 

BROOKS H 
BELLOWS S 

Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

 

This bill was carried over in committee from the First Regular Session of the 129th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 
1322. 

 
This bill establishes the Maine Health Plan to provide universal health care coverage to all residents of this State. 
The bill is modeled on proposed legislation considered in Minnesota. 




