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LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

ENACTED LAWS 
 

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws contains summaries of all LDs and adopted 

amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 129
th
 Maine 

Legislature.  

 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee and within each committee by Legislative Document 

(LD) number. The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed 

below each LD title.  All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number.  A subject 

index is included with each committee. An appendix provides a summary of relevant session statistics.   

 

Final action on each LD is noted to the right of the LD title.  The following describes the various final 

actions. 

 
CARRIED OVER ................................................................... carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature 

CON RES XXX ............................................................. chapter # of constitutional resolution passed by both houses 

CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE .............................. Committee of Conference unable to agree; legislation died 

DIED BETWEEN HOUSES ....................................................................House & Senate disagreed; legislation died 

DIED IN CONCURRENCE ................................. defeated in each house, but on different motions; legislation died 

DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ................................................ action incomplete when session ended; legislation died 

EMERGENCY ............................................. enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days after session adjournment 

FAILED, EMERGENCY ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE............. emergency failed to receive required 2/3 vote 

FAILED, ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE ....................................................  failed to receive final majority vote 

FAILED, MANDATE ENACTMENT ............................ legislation proposing local mandate failed required 2/3 vote 

HELD BY GOVERNOR............. Governor has not signed; final disposition to be determined at subsequent session 

LEAVE TO WITHDRAW ...............................................................sponsor’s request to withdraw legislation granted 

NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY.........................ruled out of order by the presiding officer; legislation died 

INDEF PP .....................................................................................................  indefinitely postponed; legislation died 

ONTP, ACCEPTED, MAJORITY, MINORITY or REPORT X ... ought-not-to-pass report accepted; legislation died 

P&S XXX .................................................................................................. chapter # of enacted private & special law 

PUBLIC XXX ............................................................................................................ chapter # of enacted public law 

RESOLVE XXX ..................................................................................................... chapter # of finally passed resolve 

VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................................. Legislature failed to override Governor's veto 

 

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 129
th
 

Legislature is Thursday, September 19, 2019.  The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency 

measure may be found in the enacted law summary for that legislation. 



Joint Standing Committee on Health Coverage, Insurance and Financial Services

LD 1353 PUBLIC 244An Act To Establish Transparency in Primary Health Care Spending

Sponsor(s)

SANBORN L

JORGENSEN E

OTP-AM

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

S-156

This bill requires insurers to report primary care expenditures to the Maine Health Data Organization and for the 

Maine Quality Forum to use this data to report annually to the Department of Health and Human Services and the 

Legislature the percentage of total medical expenditures paid for primary care by commercial insurers, the 

MaineCare program, Medicare, the organization that administers health insurance for state employees and the 

Maine Education Association benefits trust respectively, the average of the percentage of total medical expenses 

paid for primary care across all organizations and the methods used by these organizations to pay for primary care.  

This bill also requires the Maine Quality Forum to conduct a study on best practices in health care spending 

reporting and submit its findings to the Department of Health and Human Services and the Joint Standing 

Committee on Health and Human Services.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-156)

This amendment replaces the bill.  The amendment requires the Maine Quality Forum to submit an annual report, 

beginning January 15, 2020, to the Department of Health and Human Services and the joint standing committee of 

the Legislature having jurisdiction over health coverage and health insurance matters, based on claims data reported 

to the Maine Health Data Organization and information on methods of reimbursement for primary care reported by 

insurers.  The annual report is required to include the percentage of total medical expenditures paid for primary care 

by commercial insurers, the MaineCare program, Medicare, the organization that administers health insurance for 

state employees and the Maine Education Association benefits trust, the average percentage of total medical 

expenditures paid for primary care across all payors and the methods used by these organizations to pay for primary 

care.  The amendment also requires the Maine Quality Forum to consult with other state and national agencies and 

organizations on best practices in health care spending reporting.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2019, chapter 244 requires the Maine Quality Forum to submit an annual report, beginning January 15, 

2020, to the Department of Health and Human Services and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having 

jurisdiction over health coverage and health insurance matters, based on claims data reported to the Maine Health 

Data Organization and information on methods of reimbursement for primary care reported by insurers.  The annual 

report is required to include the percentage of total medical expenditures paid for primary care by commercial 

insurers, the MaineCare program, Medicare, the organization that administers health insurance for state employees 

and the Maine Education Association benefits trust, the average percentage of total medical expenditures paid for 

primary care across all payors and the methods used by these organizations to pay for primary care.  The law also 

requires the Maine Quality Forum to consult with other state and national agencies and organizations on best 

practices in health care spending reporting.

LD 1361 Leave to Withdraw 

Pursuant to Joint 

Rule

An Act Regarding Health Care Providers and Patient Trust

Sponsor(s)

O'NEIL M

GRATWICK G

Committee Report Amendments Adopted
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Joint Standing Committee on Health Coverage, Insurance and Financial Services

This bill prevents the State from requiring persons licensed by the Board of Osteopathic Licensure or the Board of 

Licensure in Medicine, including physician assistants, or the State Board of Nursing to give patients information 

that is medically inaccurate or perform medical services that are inconsistent with evidence-based standards.  It also 

provides that the State may not prohibit a person licensed under these professional boards from providing patients 

with medically accurate information or evidence-based medical services.

LD 1384 ONTPAn Act Relating to Complementary and Alternative Medicine Licensure

Sponsor(s)

MOORE M

TUELL W

ONTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill establishes a licensing requirement for holistic health practitioners, defines "holistic health practitioner," 

establishes applicant eligibility requirements and license renewal requirements and establishes the scope of practice.

See related bill, LD 364.

LD 1387 CARRIED OVERAn Act To Increase Access to Safe and Affordable Prescription Drugs

Sponsor(s)

JACKSON T

DILLINGHAM K

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

Under the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act, the importation of unapproved new prescription drugs, including 

foreign-made versions of prescription drugs that have been approved by the federal Department of Health and 

Human Services, Food and Drug Administration, is prohibited. However, the Food and Drug Administration has 

developed guidance that allows the personal importation of certain drugs.

This bill, using the guidance developed by the federal Department of Health and Human Services, Food and Drug 

Administration, enacts the Maine Pharmaceutical Drug Safety Act to allow an individual in Maine to import 

prescription drugs from Canada as long as specific criteria are met, including that the drug is imported for personal 

use, that the individual importing the drug has a valid prescription, that the drug does not present an unreasonable 

risk to the individual and that no more than a 90-day supply of the drug is imported.  The prescription drug to be 

imported must also meet specific requirements. The importation of controlled substances and prescription drugs for 

sale or resale is specifically prohibited.

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session, or both, of the 129th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 

1322.

LD 1389 ONTPAn Act To Address Transparency, Accountability and Oversight of 

Pharmacy Benefit Managers

Sponsor(s)

POULIOT M

BLIER M

ONTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill requires that pharmacy benefit managers, which are entities that manage an insurer's prescription drug 

coverage, be registered by the Department of Health and Human Services.  It sets standards for registration 
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