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This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws contains summaries of all LDs and adopted 

amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 129
th
 Maine 

Legislature.  

 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee and within each committee by Legislative Document 

(LD) number. The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed 

below each LD title.  All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number.  A subject 

index is included with each committee. An appendix provides a summary of relevant session statistics.   

 

Final action on each LD is noted to the right of the LD title.  The following describes the various final 

actions. 

 
CARRIED OVER ................................................................... carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature 

CON RES XXX ............................................................. chapter # of constitutional resolution passed by both houses 

CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE .............................. Committee of Conference unable to agree; legislation died 

DIED BETWEEN HOUSES ....................................................................House & Senate disagreed; legislation died 

DIED IN CONCURRENCE ................................. defeated in each house, but on different motions; legislation died 

DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ................................................ action incomplete when session ended; legislation died 

EMERGENCY ............................................. enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days after session adjournment 

FAILED, EMERGENCY ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE............. emergency failed to receive required 2/3 vote 

FAILED, ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE ....................................................  failed to receive final majority vote 

FAILED, MANDATE ENACTMENT ............................ legislation proposing local mandate failed required 2/3 vote 

HELD BY GOVERNOR............. Governor has not signed; final disposition to be determined at subsequent session 

LEAVE TO WITHDRAW ...............................................................sponsor’s request to withdraw legislation granted 

NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY.........................ruled out of order by the presiding officer; legislation died 

INDEF PP .....................................................................................................  indefinitely postponed; legislation died 

ONTP, ACCEPTED, MAJORITY, MINORITY or REPORT X ... ought-not-to-pass report accepted; legislation died 

P&S XXX .................................................................................................. chapter # of enacted private & special law 

PUBLIC XXX ............................................................................................................ chapter # of enacted public law 

RESOLVE XXX ..................................................................................................... chapter # of finally passed resolve 

VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................................. Legislature failed to override Governor's veto 

 

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 129
th
 

Legislature is Thursday, September 19, 2019.  The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency 

measure may be found in the enacted law summary for that legislation. 



Joint Standing Committee on Veterans and Legal Affairs

The amendment also makes technical changes to the laws governing games of chance that clarify the authority of 

the Gambling Control Unit to issue registrations to organizations that conduct raffles, including raffles with noncash 

prizes of a value greater than $2,500, and that clarify the weekly, monthly and annual registration fees for all games 

of chance, including raffles.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2019, chapter 129 amends the law governing raffles for certain nonprofit organizations in the following 

ways:

1.  Increasing the amount of total value of all prizes for which the nonprofit organization is not required to register 

the raffle with the Gambling Control Unit from $2,500 to $10,000;

2.  Removing the limitation allowing only one raffle with a noncash prize of up to $75,000 or a cash prize of up to 

$20,000 in a 12-month period; and

3.  Clarifying that the nonprofit organization may conduct more than one raffle at the same time, as long as the 

organization does not conduct more than one raffle with a noncash prize of greater than $10,000 but less than 

$75,000 at the same time or more than one raffle with a cash prize of greater than $10,000 but less than $20,000 at 

the same time.

Public Law 2019, chapter 129 also makes technical changes to the laws governing games of chance that clarify the 

authority of the Gambling Control Unit to issue registrations to organizations that conduct raffles, including raffles 

with noncash prizes of a value greater than $2,500, and that clarify the weekly, monthly and annual registration fees 

for all games of chance, including raffles.

LD 1332 Accepted Majority 

(ONTP) Report
RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine 

To Require State and Congressional Elections To Be Decided by a 

Plurality of Votes Cast

Sponsor(s)

JOHANSEN C ONTP

OTP-AM

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This resolution proposes to amend the Constitution of Maine to provide that a primary election for State 

Representative, State Senator or Governor must be decided by a plurality of votes cast.  It also provides that a 

primary, general or special election for United States Representative or United States Senator must be decided by a 

plurality of votes cast.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-233)

This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, provides that a primary election for President of the 

United States and a general election for presidential elector must be decided by a plurality of votes cast.  

This amendment was not adopted.

LD 1348 ONTPAn Act To Authorize Sports Wagering

Sponsor(s)

EVANGELOS J

DOW D

ONTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted
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Joint Standing Committee on Veterans and Legal Affairs

This bill authorizes the Department of Public Safety, Gambling Control Board to issue licenses to conduct sports 

wagering, including online sports wagering, to persons or federally recognized Indian tribes licensed to operate 

casinos, commercial tracks or off-track betting facilities.  The board may issue licenses to operate only online sports 

wagering to federally recognized Indian tribes that are not licensed to operate casinos, commercial tracks or 

off-track betting facilities.

Under the bill, "sports wagering" is defined as any device or system established for the acceptance of wagers on a 

sports event by any system or method of wagering.  Sports wagering operators may accept wagers on all 

professional or amateur sports events except high school sports events, other events in which a majority of the 

participants are minors and competitive video game events.  Sports wagering operators may not accept wagers from 

persons whose identity they cannot verify; persons under 21 years of age; the director, officers and employees of the 

sports wagering operator and relatives living in the same household as those persons; athletes, coaches, referees and 

umpires participating in the sports event; other interested persons if the sports event upon which the wager is placed 

is overseen by the person's league or sports governing body; persons with confidential information that could affect 

the outcome of the sports event; persons who are on a list of prohibited persons established by the board, including 

persons who voluntarily request to be prohibited from making sports wagers; and persons who make wagers on 

behalf of another person.

The bill requires the board to adopt rules regulating the conduct of sports wagering, including rules restricting the 

types of wagers permitted, establishing the maximum wagers that may be accepted from any one person on a single 

sports event, regulating the design and minimum security standards for in-person sports wagering lounges located 

within casino, commercial track or off-track betting facilities and establishing record keeping, reporting and 

auditing requirements.  The bill also requires the board to adopt rules further regulating the conduct of online sports 

wagering, including rules regulating the servers and other equipment used to conduct sports wagering online, 

establishing methods for verifying the identity and age of persons placing wagers online and prohibiting the 

acceptance of wagers from outside the State as required by federal law.

The bill further requires that 1% of net sports wagering income be used for administrative expenses of the board and 

24% of net sports wagering income be credited by the Treasurer of State to the Department of Education for 

essential programs and services for kindergarten to grade 12.

Finally, the bill provides that the laws governing unlawful gambling and games of chance do not apply to sports 

wagering operators that comply with the laws governing sports wagering.

Selected portions of this bill were incorporated in the committee amendments to LD 553.

LD 1357 Accepted Majority 

(ONTP) Report
An Act Regarding State Licensure for the Sale of Spirits for 

Off-premises Consumption

Sponsor(s)

FECTEAU R ONTP

OTP-AM

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill repeals the law that establishes a limit on the number of agency stores allowed in a municipality based 

upon the population of the municipality and replaces it with a provision authorizing municipalities to determine the 

number of agency liquor stores that may be licensed within the municipality, with existing agency liquor store 

licenses grandfathered if the municipality authorizes a number of agency liquor stores less than the number of 

operating liquor stores previously licensed by the Department of Administrative and Financial Services, Bureau of 

Alcoholic Beverages and Lottery Operations or if the municipality does not make a determination.  
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