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STATE OF MAINE

129™ LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND
ENACTED LAWS

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws contains summaries of all LDs and adopted
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 129" Maine
Legislature.

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee and within each committee by Legislative Document
(LD) number. The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed
below each LD title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject
index is included with each committee. An appendix provides a summary of relevant session statistics.

Final action on each LD is noted to the right of the LD title. The following describes the various final
actions.

CARRIED OVER......coi ittt carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature
CON RES XXX .oiiiieiieeiie e ste et e e chapter # of constitutional resolution passed by both houses
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE..........ccccoveivvrieen. Committee of Conference unable to agree; legislation died
DIED BETWEEN HOUSES ........cooiiiieiececcscr e House & Senate disagreed; legislation died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE .......c.ccocevvevieeiece, defeated in each house, but on different motions; legislation died
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT .....cooiiiieiccecceee e action incomplete when session ended; legislation died
EMERGENCY ....coiiiiiciereeeeee e enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days after session adjournment
FAILED, EMERGENCY ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE............. emergency failed to receive required 2/3 vote
FAILED, ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE.........cccoiiiiii e, failed to receive final majority vote
FAILED, MANDATE ENACTMENT......ccccoevveieene legislation proposing local mandate failed required 2/3 vote
HELD BY GOVERNOR............. Governor has not signed; final disposition to be determined at subsequent session
LEAVE TO WITHDRAW........oiiiiiieiiice e sponsor’s request to withdraw legislation granted
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY.........cccccveneee. ruled out of order by the presiding officer; legislation died
INDEF PP ..ottt st ene e indefinitely postponed; legislation died
ONTP, ACCEPTED, MAJORITY, MINORITY or REPORT X... ought-not-to-pass report accepted; legislation died
P &S XXX ittt ettt et chapter # of enacted private & special law
PUBLIC XXX 1ttt ittt sttt bbbttt e e e sbenbeene s chapter # of enacted public law
RESOLVE XXX .ttt ettt sttt sttt se e sb et e e nee st chapter # of finally passed resolve
VETO SUSTAINED ..ottt Legislature failed to override Governor's veto

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 129"
Legislature is Thursday, September 19, 2019. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency
measure may be found in the enacted law summary for that legislation.



Joint Standing Committee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife

report out a bill based on the commissioner's report.

Enacted Law Summary

Resolve 2019, chapter 35 directs the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to review, in consultation with
interested parties, the current registration fees for all-terrain vehicles and snowmobiles to consider alternatives to
the current fee structure and the potential effects on revenue that these alternatives may have. It requires the
commissioner to submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife by February 1,
2020, detailing the alternatives considered and any recommendations. It gives the committee the authority to report
out a bill based on the commissioner's report.

LD 1179 An Act To Expand Coyote Hunting to Every Day of the Coyote Hunting ONTP
Season and To Eliminate Fees

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MCCREA D ONTP
JACKSON T

This bill abolishes the coyote night hunting permit fee, allows hunters to hunt coyotes on Sundays during the regular
hunting season, which under current Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife rules is from January 1st to
December 31st, and eliminates any license fee that may be charged in connection with coyote hunting for the 2019
regular season.

LD 1252  An Act Regarding Snowmobile Registration Fees Accepted Majority
(ONTP) Report
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
HEAD F ONTP
HAMPER ] OTP-AM

This bill requires an annual additional $30 snowmobile registration fee, unless the registrant can show proof of
membership in a snowmobile club in the State. It specifies that for a resident family residing in the same household
the additional fee is $30 for up to four snowmobiles. Lastly, it requires the transfer of $20 collected from this
additional fee to the Snowmobile Trail Fund and the transfer of $10 collected from this additional fee to the
Snowmobile Enforcement Fund.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-274)

This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, adds an appropriations and allocations section to
the bill.

This amendment was not adopted.

LD 1298 An Act To Enhance Fish and Wildlife Laws PUBLIC 9
EMERGENCY
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MARTIN D OTP
JACKSON T

19


LLRL
Highlight


Joint Standing Committee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife

This bill provides the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife the authority to change the closing date of the
recreational ice-fishing season by rule. It also amends the rule-making provision of the law governing open seasons
for fishing to explicitly provide for adoption of emergency rules.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2019, chapter 9 provides the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife the authority to change the
closing date of the recreational ice-fishing season by rule. It also amends the rule-making provision of the law
governing open seasons for fishing to explicitly provide for adoption of emergency rules.

Public Law 2019, chapter 9 was enacted as an emergency measure effective March 25, 2019.

LD 1307  An Act To Promote Snowmobiling in Maine PUBLIC 207
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
TIMBERLAKE J OTP-AM S-113
NADEAU C

This bill directs the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to establish an online notification process by
which a nonresident who plans to operate in this State during the three-consecutive day period under the Maine
Revised Statutes, Title 12, section 13104, subsection 7, paragraph E a snowmobile that is not registered in this State
may provide information, including the nonresident snowmobile operator's name, address, telephone number and
e-mail address and the location or locations where the nonresident plans to operate the snowmobile, to the
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife in order to promote seasonal nonresident snowmobile registration
opportunities to nonresident snowmobile operators and to promote general snowmobile recreational activities in the
State through regional state tourism organizations and a statewide organization with an interest in snowmobiling. It
provides that failure to comply with the provision setting out the online notification process is not a violation of any
law or rule of the department but that nothing in the provision relieves a person of the person's responsibilities under
any law or rule regulating the ownership or operation of a snowmobile in the State.

It requires, as a condition of the three-consecutive day period during which a nonresident may operate an
unregistered snowmobile in the State, use of the online notification process by the operator.

It also directs the Director of the Office of Tourism within the Department of Economic and Community
Development to collaborate, within existing budgeted resources, with the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife in the production and distribution through regional state tourism organizations and a statewide organization
with an interest in snowmobiling of promotional materials relating to seasonal nonresident snowmobile registration
and general snowmobile recreational opportunities using the information collected by the notification process.

The legislation takes effect on December 1, 2019.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-113)

This amendment delays the effective date of the legislation to January 1, 2020.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2019, chapter 207 directs the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to establish an online
notification process by which a nonresident who plans to operate in this State during the three-consecutive day
period under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 12, section 13104, subsection 7, paragraph E a snowmobile that is
not registered in this State may provide information, including the nonresident snowmobile operator's name,
address, telephone number and e-mail address and the location or locations where the nonresident plans to operate
the snowmobile, to the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife in order to promote seasonal nonresident
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