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LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

ENACTED LAWS 
 

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws contains summaries of all LDs and adopted 

amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 129
th
 Maine 

Legislature.  

 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee and within each committee by Legislative Document 

(LD) number. The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed 

below each LD title.  All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number.  A subject 

index is included with each committee. An appendix provides a summary of relevant session statistics.   

 

Final action on each LD is noted to the right of the LD title.  The following describes the various final 

actions. 

 
CARRIED OVER ................................................................... carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature 

CON RES XXX ............................................................. chapter # of constitutional resolution passed by both houses 

CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE .............................. Committee of Conference unable to agree; legislation died 

DIED BETWEEN HOUSES ....................................................................House & Senate disagreed; legislation died 

DIED IN CONCURRENCE ................................. defeated in each house, but on different motions; legislation died 

DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ................................................ action incomplete when session ended; legislation died 

EMERGENCY ............................................. enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days after session adjournment 

FAILED, EMERGENCY ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE............. emergency failed to receive required 2/3 vote 

FAILED, ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE ....................................................  failed to receive final majority vote 

FAILED, MANDATE ENACTMENT ............................ legislation proposing local mandate failed required 2/3 vote 

HELD BY GOVERNOR............. Governor has not signed; final disposition to be determined at subsequent session 

LEAVE TO WITHDRAW ...............................................................sponsor’s request to withdraw legislation granted 

NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY.........................ruled out of order by the presiding officer; legislation died 

INDEF PP .....................................................................................................  indefinitely postponed; legislation died 

ONTP, ACCEPTED, MAJORITY, MINORITY or REPORT X ... ought-not-to-pass report accepted; legislation died 

P&S XXX .................................................................................................. chapter # of enacted private & special law 

PUBLIC XXX ............................................................................................................ chapter # of enacted public law 

RESOLVE XXX ..................................................................................................... chapter # of finally passed resolve 

VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................................. Legislature failed to override Governor's veto 

 

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 129
th
 

Legislature is Thursday, September 19, 2019.  The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency 

measure may be found in the enacted law summary for that legislation. 



Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

LD 535 CARRIED OVERAn Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Invest in Maine's 

Rail Infrastructure and Expand Passenger Rail Service

Sponsor(s)

SHEATS B

LIBBY N

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount of $50,000,000, will be used to repair and reconstruct 

state-owned railroad lines, improve infrastructure on a railway crossing in the Town of Yarmouth and improve the 

railroad line between the cities of Lewiston and Auburn and the City of Portland.

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session, or both, of the 129th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 

1322.

LD 537 CARRIED OVERAn Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Support the Gulf of 

Maine Research Institute's Establishment of a Near-shore Coastal 

Sensor Network

Sponsor(s)

BLUME L

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount of $2,000,000, will be used to support the Gulf of Maine 

Research Institute's establishment of a near-shore coastal sensor network to gather oceanographic data, track 

changes in state waters, predict changes and support persons who engage in commercial fishing and aquaculture as 

they adapt to a changing ocean.

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session, or both, of the 129th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 

1322.

LD 547 CARRIED OVERAn Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Support Maine 

Aquaculture

Sponsor(s)

CHIPMAN B

SYLVESTER M

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount of $25,000,000, will be used to provide funds to the Gulf of 

Maine Research Institute to study and promote Maine aquaculture.

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session, or both, of the 129th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 

1322.

LD 602 CARRIED OVERAn Act To Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue To Support Research 

and Development in Maine

Sponsor(s)

DILL J

HUBBELL B

Committee Report Amendments Adopted
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Joint Standing Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs

The funds provided by this bond issue, in the amount of $50,000,000, will be used for investment in research, 

development and commercialization in the State's 7 targeted technology sectors to be used for infrastructure, 

equipment and technology upgrades that enable organizations to gain and hold market share, to increase revenues 

and to expand employment or preserve jobs, including in the biotechnical and biomedical sectors by attracting more 

research capacity and in the forest products sector by using Maine fiber to reduce carbon emissions.  The funds 

must be awarded through a competitive process to Maine-based public and private entities, leveraging other funds in 

a one-to-one ratio.

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session, or both, of the 129th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 

1322.

LD 611 CARRIED OVERAn Act To Provide Supplemental Appropriations and Allocations for the 

Operations of State Government

Sponsor(s)

JORGENSEN E

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208.  This emergency bill proposes to provide supplemental 

appropriations and allocations necessary for the operation of State Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 

2019.

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session, or both, of the 129th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 

1322.

LD 741 CARRIED OVERAn Act To Return Surplus Money to Maine Taxpayers

Sponsor(s)

HANLEY J

WOODSOME D

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208.  This bill proposes to distribute the funds in the State treasury 

by placing in the General Fund only the amount necessary to cover the outstanding obligations of the State required 

by law, such as for bond debt and payment of contracts and salaries. Of the funds not placed in the General Fund, 

75% will be refunded to Maine taxpayers on a pro rata basis, based on tax data for the 2018 tax year and 25% will 

be deposited in the Maine Budget Stabilization Fund.

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session, or both, of the 129th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 

1322.

LD 789 CARRIED OVERAn Act To Appropriate General Fund Money for Basic Government 

Functions

Sponsor(s)

BREEN C

GATTINE D

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208.  This bill proposes to appropriate money from the General 

Fund to support basic government functions.
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