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LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

ENACTED LAWS 
 

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws contains summaries of all LDs and adopted 

amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 129
th
 Maine 

Legislature.  

 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee and within each committee by Legislative Document 

(LD) number. The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed 

below each LD title.  All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number.  A subject 

index is included with each committee. An appendix provides a summary of relevant session statistics.   

 

Final action on each LD is noted to the right of the LD title.  The following describes the various final 

actions. 

 
CARRIED OVER ................................................................... carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature 

CON RES XXX ............................................................. chapter # of constitutional resolution passed by both houses 

CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE .............................. Committee of Conference unable to agree; legislation died 

DIED BETWEEN HOUSES ....................................................................House & Senate disagreed; legislation died 

DIED IN CONCURRENCE ................................. defeated in each house, but on different motions; legislation died 

DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ................................................ action incomplete when session ended; legislation died 

EMERGENCY ............................................. enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days after session adjournment 

FAILED, EMERGENCY ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE............. emergency failed to receive required 2/3 vote 

FAILED, ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE ....................................................  failed to receive final majority vote 

FAILED, MANDATE ENACTMENT ............................ legislation proposing local mandate failed required 2/3 vote 

HELD BY GOVERNOR............. Governor has not signed; final disposition to be determined at subsequent session 

LEAVE TO WITHDRAW ...............................................................sponsor’s request to withdraw legislation granted 

NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY.........................ruled out of order by the presiding officer; legislation died 

INDEF PP .....................................................................................................  indefinitely postponed; legislation died 

ONTP, ACCEPTED, MAJORITY, MINORITY or REPORT X ... ought-not-to-pass report accepted; legislation died 

P&S XXX .................................................................................................. chapter # of enacted private & special law 

PUBLIC XXX ............................................................................................................ chapter # of enacted public law 

RESOLVE XXX ..................................................................................................... chapter # of finally passed resolve 

VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................................. Legislature failed to override Governor's veto 

 

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 129
th
 

Legislature is Thursday, September 19, 2019.  The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency 

measure may be found in the enacted law summary for that legislation. 
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LD 592 
 

Resolve, To Establish a Background Check Consolidation Commission 
 

CARRIED OVER 
 
 

Sponsor(s) 

MCCREA D 
VITELLI E 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 
ONTP 

Amendments Adopted 

H-35 

 

This resolve was carried from the First Regular Session of the 129th Legislature on the Special Study Table by joint 
order, H.P.1322. 

 
This resolve establishes the Background Check Consolidation Commission to study consolidating and centralizing 
as many state-required background checks required for employment as possible, including background checks for 
teachers, state workers and persons seeking Maine Guide licenses. It prohibits the commission from studying 
background checks to obtain firearms. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-35) 
 

This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, removes the emergency preamble and emergency 
clause. It reduces the number of Senate members from four to two and increases the number of House members 
from three to five. It adds the Commissioner of Administrative and Financial Services, or the commissioner's 
designee, to the Background Check Consolidation Commission. It moves the report deadline from December 4, 
2019, to December 20, 2019. 

 
This resolve was again carried over, still on the Special Study Table, to any special session of the 129th Legislature 
by joint order, S.P. 788. 

 

LD 1054 An Act To Amend the Laws Regarding Ancient Burying Grounds PUBLIC 561 
 
 

Sponsor(s) 

BAILEY D 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-669 
 

This bill was carried over in committee from the First Regular Session of the 129th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 
1322. The Presiding Officers authorized the formation of the Subcommittee on Ancient and Family Burying 
Grounds to meet during the interim between the First and Second Regular Sessions. 

 
This bill clarifies the law relating to the use of burying grounds and family burying grounds. It requires that the 
description of a burying ground or family burying ground be recorded only in the registry of deeds and not with the 
town clerk. The bill also allows property surrounding a family burying ground to be conveyed as long as reasonable 
access, including the establishment of an easement route, is provided to the spouse, ancestors and descendants of 
persons interred there. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-669) 
 

This amendment adopts the recommendations of the Subcommittee on Ancient and Family Burying Grounds. This 
amendment replaces the bill. It expands the list of entities with whom a municipality collaborates when maintaining 
veterans' graves in ancient burying grounds to include the descendants of veterans buried in ancient burying 
grounds. This amendment clarifies that a municipally designated caretaker must be designated pursuant to a writing 
signed by the municipal officers. This amendment changes the definition of "ancient burying ground." This 
amendment permits the existence of an ancient burying ground to be documented through a variety of papers or 

LLRL
Highlight




