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STATE OF MAINE
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LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND
ENACTED LAWS

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws contains summaries of all LDs and adopted
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 129" Maine
Legislature.

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee and within each committee by Legislative Document
(LD) number. The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed
below each LD title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject
index is included with each committee. An appendix provides a summary of relevant session statistics.

Final action on each LD is noted to the right of the LD title. The following describes the various final
actions.

CARRIED OVER......coi ittt carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature
CON RES XXX .oiiiieiieeiie e ste et e e chapter # of constitutional resolution passed by both houses
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE..........ccccoveivvrieen. Committee of Conference unable to agree; legislation died
DIED BETWEEN HOUSES ........cooiiiieiececcscr e House & Senate disagreed; legislation died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE .......c.ccocevvevieeiece, defeated in each house, but on different motions; legislation died
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT .....cooiiiieiccecceee e action incomplete when session ended; legislation died
EMERGENCY ....coiiiiiciereeeeee e enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days after session adjournment
FAILED, EMERGENCY ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE............. emergency failed to receive required 2/3 vote
FAILED, ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE.........cccoiiiiii e, failed to receive final majority vote
FAILED, MANDATE ENACTMENT......ccccoevveieene legislation proposing local mandate failed required 2/3 vote
HELD BY GOVERNOR............. Governor has not signed; final disposition to be determined at subsequent session
LEAVE TO WITHDRAW........oiiiiiieiiice e sponsor’s request to withdraw legislation granted
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY.........cccccveneee. ruled out of order by the presiding officer; legislation died
INDEF PP ..ottt st ene e indefinitely postponed; legislation died
ONTP, ACCEPTED, MAJORITY, MINORITY or REPORT X... ought-not-to-pass report accepted; legislation died
P &S XXX ittt ettt et chapter # of enacted private & special law
PUBLIC XXX 1ttt ittt sttt bbbttt e e e sbenbeene s chapter # of enacted public law
RESOLVE XXX .ttt ettt sttt sttt se e sb et e e nee st chapter # of finally passed resolve
VETO SUSTAINED ..ottt Legislature failed to override Governor's veto

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 129"
Legislature is Thursday, September 19, 2019. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency
measure may be found in the enacted law summary for that legislation.
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session. It provides that students in the unorganized territory who are at least five years of age and have not
completed grade six and are enrolled in a public day school are subject to the same provisions regarding truancy as
students who are at least seven years of age and have not completed grade six who are required to attend a public
day school. It provides that a person in the unorganized territory five years of age or older and under seven years of
age is not required to meet the alternatives to attendance requirements set forth in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title
20-A, section 3271, subsection 2.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2019, chapter 235 provides that unless a person five years of age or older and under seven years of age
who is enrolled in a public day school withdraws from the school, the person is required to attend the school during
the time it is in session. The law also applies to a person who resides in the unorganized territory.

The law also provides that students who are at least five years of age and have not completed grade six and are
enrolled in a public day school are subject to the same provisions regarding truancy as students who are at least
seven years of age and have not completed grade six who are required to attend a public day school. The law
provides that a person five years of age or older and under seven years of age who resides outside the unorganized
territory is not required to meet the alternatives to attendance requirements set forth in the Maine Revised Statutes,
Title 20-A, section 5001-A, subsection 3 and a person in the unorganized territory five years of age or older and
under seven years of age is not required to meet the alternatives to attendance requirements set forth in the Maine
Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 3271, subsection 2.

Compare LD 151, which was enacted as Public Law 2019, chapter 508.
Public Law 2019, chapter 508 amended Public Law 2019, chapter 235 to avoid the enactment of conflicting

statutory provisions by changing the age at which children must begin attending school from five years of age to six
years of age.

LD 151 An Act To Align State Law with Current Practice Regarding Required PUBLIC 508
School Attendance
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MILLETT R OTP-AM S-30
KORNFIELD V ONTP S-324 BREEN C

This bill changes the age at which children are required to begin attending school from seven years of age to six
years of age.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-30)
This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, requires the Commissioner of Education to
provisionally adopt amendments to the Department of Education rule Chapter 125: Basic Approval Standards:

Public Schools and School Administrative Units to address developmentally appropriate educational practices for
kindergarten to grade two.

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A'" (S-324)

In order to avoid the enactment of conflicting statutory provisions, this amendment amends recently chaptered law
regarding the age at which children must begin attending school to be consistent with the bill's establishment of that
age as six years of age.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2019, chapter 508 changes the age at which children are required to begin attending school from seven
years of age to six years of age. Public Law 2019, chapter 508 also amended Public Law 2019, chapter 235 (see LD
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150) to to avoid the enactment of conflicting statutory provisions by changing the age at which children must begin
attending school from five years of age (in Public Law 2019, chapter 235) to six years of age.

LD 155 An Act To Ensure Transparency in College Costs ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MIRAMANT D ONTP
DOUDERA V

This bill prohibits a postsecondary institution from assessing a student fees unless the institution uses the
standardized financial aid offer form developed by the Commissioner of Education. The bill directs the
Commissioner of Education to develop a standard format for written and electronic financial aid offers to students
enrolled or accepted for enrollment in a postsecondary institution. The bill specifies that the standardized financial
aid offer form must clearly identify each student fee to be paid to the postsecondary institution.

LD 160 An Act To Add Instruction in Personal Finance to the Statewide System Accepted Majority
of Learning Results (ONTP) Report
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
POULIOT M ONTP
FECTEAU J OTP-AM

This bill requires the Department of Education to add instruction in personal finance to the statewide system of
learning results and to adopt rules accordingly.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-16)

This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, adds an appropriations and allocations section.
Instruction in personal finance was included in LD 283, Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of
Chapter 132: Learning Results: Parameters for Essential Instruction, a Major Substantive Rule of the Department of

Education, which was finally passed as Resolve 2019, chapter 12.

This amendment was not adopted.

LD 161 An Act To Increase Access to Career and Technical Education ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
WOODSOME D ONTP
SAMPSON H

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208. This bill proposes to enact measures designed to increase
access to career and technical education.





