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LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

 ENACTED LAWS 
 

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws contains summaries of all LDs and adopted 

amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 128
th
 Maine 

Legislature.  

 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee and within each committee by Legislative Document 

(LD) number. The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed 

below each LD title.  All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number.  A subject 

index is included with each committee. An appendix provides a summary of relevant session statistics.   

 

Final action on each LD is noted to the right of the LD title.  The following describes the various final 

actions. 

 
CARRIED OVER ................................................................... carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature 

CON RES XXX ............................................................. chapter # of constitutional resolution passed by both houses 

CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE .............................. Committee of Conference unable to agree; legislation died 

DIED BETWEEN HOUSES ....................................................................House & Senate disagreed; legislation died 

DIED IN CONCURRENCE ................................. defeated in each house, but on different motions; legislation died 

DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ................................................ action incomplete when session ended; legislation died 

EMERGENCY ............................................. enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days after session adjournment 

FAILED, EMERGENCY ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE............. emergency failed to receive required 2/3 vote 

FAILED, ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE ....................................................  failed to receive final majority vote 

FAILED, MANDATE ENACTMENT ............................ legislation proposing local mandate failed required 2/3 vote 

HELD BY GOVERNOR............. Governor has not signed; final disposition to be determined at subsequent session 

LEAVE TO WITHDRAW ...............................................................sponsor’s request to withdraw legislation granted 

NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY.........................ruled out of order by the presiding officer; legislation died 

INDEF PP .....................................................................................................  indefinitely postponed; legislation died 

ONTP, ACCEPTED, MAJORITY, MINORITY or REPORT X ... ought-not-to-pass report accepted; legislation died 

P&S XXX .................................................................................................. chapter # of enacted private & special law 

PUBLIC XXX ............................................................................................................ chapter # of enacted public law 

RESOLVE XXX ..................................................................................................... chapter # of finally passed resolve 

VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................................. Legislature failed to override Governor's veto 

 

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 128
th
 

Legislature is Wednesday, November 1, 2017.  The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency 

measure may be found in the enacted law summary for that legislation. 



Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services

This bill allows the Department of Health and Human Services to require an applicant for Temporary Assistance for 

Needy Families, or TANF, benefits to complete a written screening tool to determine the applicant's likelihood of 

current illegal drug or controlled substance use.  Based on the results of the screening tool or interactions with a 

TANF applicant or recipient, the department may require the applicant or recipient to submit to a drug test as a 

condition of receiving benefits if the department has a reasonable suspicion that the applicant or recipient is using 

an illegal drug or controlled substance.

LD 1053 ONTPResolve, Concerning the Format of Birth Certificates of Deceased 

Persons

Sponsor(s)

GOLDEN J ONTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This resolve requires the Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Data, Research and Vital Statistics to 

decrease the prominence of the words indicating a person is deceased on a copy of a birth certificate.  The changes 

must include decreasing the size of the words and making the location of the words less prominent on the birth 

certificate.  The resolve directs the office to begin working with its vendor to make the changes by January 1, 2018.

LD 1054 ONTPResolve, To Expand Research To Fight Lyme Disease

Sponsor(s)

FREDETTE K ONTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This resolve, for the purpose of reducing the effects of Lyme disease, does the following.

1.  It requires the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and the University of Maine to undertake a joint 

study into the effects of ticks and disease-infected ticks on the deer population and the effects of winter ticks on the 

moose population; and

2.  It provides funding to the Department of Health and Human Services, Maine Center for Disease Control and 

Prevention for the Lyme and Vector-Borne Disease Laboratory in the Maine Medical Center Research Institute and 

the University of Maine for research and development to combat Lyme disease.

LD 1063 CARRIED OVERAn Act To Protect Substance-exposed Infants

Sponsor(s)

HAMANN S

CHIPMAN B

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208.

This bill proposes to enact measures designed to enhance the protection of substance-exposed infants, which may 

include prevention, intervention, identification of risk and treatment of prenatal substance exposure.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-383)

This amendment, which is the majority report, replaces the bill and changes the title.  It requires the Department of 

Health and Human Services to amend its rules in the MaineCare Eligibility Manual to provide for presumptive 
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Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services

eligibility for individuals who are likely to qualify for the family planning benefit under the Maine Revised Statutes, 

Title 22, section 3173-G.  It also requires the department to amend its rules under the MaineCare Benefits Manual, 

Section 90 to include contraceptive counseling as part of the services provided to women and adolescents eligible 

for the MaineCare program, including counseling immediately postpartum as long as the patient and the provider 

determine it is appropriate.  It requires the department to contract for community-based outreach and education 

regarding family planning options and availability that is targeted toward women and adolescents who are 

participating in substance use disorder treatment, in correctional settings, experiencing homelessness and living in 

other circumstances that identify a need for family planning services.  The amendment also adds an appropriations 

and allocations section.

This amendment was not adopted.

This bill was reported out of committee and then recommitted to the committee; it was then carried over to any 

special or regular session of the 128th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1138.

LD 1066 ONTPAn Act To Promote Life with Dignity

Sponsor(s)

PARKER J

CHIPMAN B

ONTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill enacts a process for patient-directed care at the end of life for Maine residents who are adults who are 

terminally ill and who have been determined to have a limited life expectancy.  The bill provides that such a patient 

has a right to information and includes requirements for patient and physician action and documentation in the 

patient's medical records of the steps taken.  The bill authorizes a physician to prescribe a medication that the 

patient may self-administer for the purpose of hastening the patient's death.  The bill provides protections for the 

physician and the patient's health care facility and health care providers.  The bill protects the patient's life insurance 

and the health care providers' medical professional liability insurance.  The bill protects the patient's right to 

palliative care.  The bill requires rulemaking by the Department of Health and Human Services to provide for safe 

disposal of medications that are prescribed for end-of-life care and that are not used by the patient.  The bill 

specifically states that nothing in the provisions of the bill may be construed to authorize a physician or other person 

to end a patient's life by lethal injection, mercy killing or active euthanasia.  The bill specifically states that the 

provisions of the bill may not be construed to conflict with Section 1553 of the federal Patient Protection and 

Affordable Care Act, as amended by the federal Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010.

LD 1070 Died Between 

Houses
Resolve, To Alleviate Hunger in Rural Maine in Areas of High 

Unemployment

Sponsor(s)

JACKSON T

HAMANN S

OTP-AM

ONTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

S-107

This resolve requires the Department of Health and Human Services to submit a request to the United States 

Department of Agriculture to waive the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program benefits time limit for 

able-bodied adults without dependents in areas designated as labor surplus areas by the United States Department of 

Labor, Employment and Training Administration.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-107)

This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, incorporates a fiscal note.
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