
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from electronic originals 
(may include minor formatting differences from printed original) 

 
 



STATE OF MAINE 
128TH LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Summaries of bills, adopted amendments and laws enacted or finally passed  

 
JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, 

CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY 
 
 

August 2017 
 
 
 
 
 

 MEMBERS: 
 SEN. PAUL T. DAVIS, SR., CHAIR 
 SEN. THOMAS B. SAVIELLO 
 SEN. JAMES F. DILL 
  
 REP. MICHELLE DUNPHY, CHAIR 
 REP. RALPH CHAPMAN 
 REP. ROLAND DANNY MARTIN 
STAFF: REP. MARGARET M. O’NEIL 
ALYSON MAYO, LEGISLATIVE ANALYST 

 

REP. RUSSELL J. BLACK 
OFFICE OF POLICY AND LEGAL ANALYSIS REP. CAROL A. MCELWEE 
13 STATE HOUSE STATION REP. MARYANNE KINNEY 
AUGUSTA, ME  04333 REP. NORMAN E. HIGGINS 
(207) 287-1670 REP. THOMAS H. SKOLFIELD 
http://legislature.maine.gov/legis/opla/ REP. KENT ACKLEY 

 



 
STATE OF MAINE 

128
TH

 LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 
 

 

 

 

 
LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

 ENACTED LAWS 
 

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws contains summaries of all LDs and adopted 

amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 128
th
 Maine 

Legislature.  

 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee and within each committee by Legislative Document 

(LD) number. The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed 

below each LD title.  All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number.  A subject 

index is included with each committee. An appendix provides a summary of relevant session statistics.   

 

Final action on each LD is noted to the right of the LD title.  The following describes the various final 

actions. 

 
CARRIED OVER ................................................................... carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature 

CON RES XXX ............................................................. chapter # of constitutional resolution passed by both houses 

CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE .............................. Committee of Conference unable to agree; legislation died 

DIED BETWEEN HOUSES ....................................................................House & Senate disagreed; legislation died 

DIED IN CONCURRENCE ................................. defeated in each house, but on different motions; legislation died 

DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ................................................ action incomplete when session ended; legislation died 

EMERGENCY ............................................. enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days after session adjournment 

FAILED, EMERGENCY ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE............. emergency failed to receive required 2/3 vote 

FAILED, ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE ....................................................  failed to receive final majority vote 

FAILED, MANDATE ENACTMENT ............................ legislation proposing local mandate failed required 2/3 vote 

HELD BY GOVERNOR............. Governor has not signed; final disposition to be determined at subsequent session 

LEAVE TO WITHDRAW ...............................................................sponsor’s request to withdraw legislation granted 

NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY.........................ruled out of order by the presiding officer; legislation died 

INDEF PP .....................................................................................................  indefinitely postponed; legislation died 

ONTP, ACCEPTED, MAJORITY, MINORITY or REPORT X ... ought-not-to-pass report accepted; legislation died 

P&S XXX .................................................................................................. chapter # of enacted private & special law 

PUBLIC XXX ............................................................................................................ chapter # of enacted public law 

RESOLVE XXX ..................................................................................................... chapter # of finally passed resolve 

VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................................. Legislature failed to override Governor's veto 

 

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 128
th
 

Legislature is Wednesday, November 1, 2017.  The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency 

measure may be found in the enacted law summary for that legislation. 



Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

LD 858 CARRIED OVERAn Act To Strengthen the Law Regarding Dangerous Dogs

Sponsor(s)

NADEAU C

CYRWAY S

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill allows a sheriff, local law enforcement officer or animal control officer to determine whether a dog is a 

dangerous dog and requires the court to take that determination into account when making a decision regarding a 

dangerous dog.  It requires the sheriff, local law enforcement officer or animal control officer who determines a dog 

to be dangerous to apply for an ex parte order to take possession of the dog.  It removes the option of the court's 

allowing the owner or keeper of a dangerous dog to keep the dog and requires the court either to order the dog 

confined at a governmental facility or at a local humane society or similar nongovernmental organization or to order 

the dog euthanized.  It also adds to the law regarding ordering a dog's euthanasia that the dog must be euthanized if 

it killed, maimed or inflicted serious bodily injury upon a domesticated animal.

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the 128th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1138.

LD 893 ONTPAn Act To Improve and Protect Maine Organic Milk Producers

Sponsor(s)

SAVIELLO T ONTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208.

This bill proposes to develop procedures to establish a mediation process between organic milk producers in the 

State and auditors who perform organic certification under the United States Department of Agriculture, 

Agricultural Marketing Service.

LD 939 CARRIED OVERAn Act To Protect Maine's Agriculture

Sponsor(s)

DUNPHY M

DILL J

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208.

This bill proposes to protect Maine's agriculture.

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the 128th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1138.

LD 982 ONTPAn Act To Protect Abused or Neglected Animals

Sponsor(s)

CARPENTER M ONTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted
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Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry

This bill authorizes nonprofit, licensed animal shelters to apply for authorization to take possession of abandoned or 

cruelly treated animals or to cause these animals to be disposed of humanely.

LD 993 ONTPAn Act To Protect Pollinators from Neonicotinoid Pesticides

Sponsor(s)

DEVIN M ONTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill requires that any seed, plant material, nursery stock, annual plant, bedding plant or other plant sold at retail 

in the State that has been treated with a neonicotinoid pesticide bear a label, or be placed in close proximity to a 

sign, that notifies the consumer that the product has been treated with a neonicotinoid pesticide and that such 

pesticides have been found to harm nontarget organisms, including bees and other pollinators.  The bill also 

implements a prohibition, effective January 1, 2018, on the retail sale of neonicotinoid pesticides by persons that do 

not also sell a restricted use pesticide and implements a prohibition, also effective January 1, 2018, on the use of a 

neonicotinoid pesticide, with exceptions for certified applicators, farmers and licensed veterinarians.

LD 1028 ONTPAn Act To Improve Soil Quality and Profits for Maine Farms

Sponsor(s)

SAVIELLO T ONTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill directs the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to establish a program to certify 

agricultural land and farms containing certified agricultural land as regenerative.  The bill establishes standards for 

certification and testing by the department.  After certification, a program seal issued by the department may be 

used to market and sell agricultural products produced on the certified land.

LD 1049 ONTPResolve, Directing the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and 

Forestry To Convey Certain Lands to Roosevelt Conference Center 

Doing Business as Eagle Lake Sporting Camps

Sponsor(s)

DUCHESNE R ONTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This resolve requires the Director of the Bureau of Parks and Lands within the Department of Agriculture, 

Conservation and Forestry to convey to Roosevelt Conference Center, doing business as Eagle Lake Sporting 

Camps, a 12.86-acre parcel of land in Township 16, Range 6.  The resolve requires the director to sell the land at 

fair market value and to retain or withhold any rights to subdivide.  The director is also required by the resolve to 

convey to Eagle Lake Sporting Camps a right-of-way along the service road to the Square Lake Road for appraised 

fair market value.  The resolve also stipulates that the State must retain a right of first refusal to reacquire the parcel 

and right-of-way from the owner if the use of the parcel for a year-round sporting camp or Class A restaurant and 

lodge is discontinued or appropriate licenses are not maintained.

An amendment to this resolve was incorporated into LD 1126, An Act Relating to the Use and Leasing of Public 

Reserved Lands, which became Public Law 2017, chapter 262.
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