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LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

 ENACTED LAWS 
 

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws contains summaries of all LDs and adopted 

amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 128
th
 Maine 

Legislature.  

 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee and within each committee by Legislative Document 

(LD) number. The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed 

below each LD title.  All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number.  A subject 

index is included with each committee. An appendix provides a summary of relevant session statistics.   

 

Final action on each LD is noted to the right of the LD title.  The following describes the various final 

actions. 

 
CARRIED OVER ................................................................... carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature 

CON RES XXX ............................................................. chapter # of constitutional resolution passed by both houses 

CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE .............................. Committee of Conference unable to agree; legislation died 

DIED BETWEEN HOUSES ....................................................................House & Senate disagreed; legislation died 

DIED IN CONCURRENCE ................................. defeated in each house, but on different motions; legislation died 

DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ................................................ action incomplete when session ended; legislation died 

EMERGENCY ............................................. enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days after session adjournment 

FAILED, EMERGENCY ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE............. emergency failed to receive required 2/3 vote 

FAILED, ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE ....................................................  failed to receive final majority vote 

FAILED, MANDATE ENACTMENT ............................ legislation proposing local mandate failed required 2/3 vote 

HELD BY GOVERNOR............. Governor has not signed; final disposition to be determined at subsequent session 

LEAVE TO WITHDRAW ...............................................................sponsor’s request to withdraw legislation granted 

NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY.........................ruled out of order by the presiding officer; legislation died 

INDEF PP .....................................................................................................  indefinitely postponed; legislation died 

ONTP, ACCEPTED, MAJORITY, MINORITY or REPORT X ... ought-not-to-pass report accepted; legislation died 

P&S XXX .................................................................................................. chapter # of enacted private & special law 

PUBLIC XXX ............................................................................................................ chapter # of enacted public law 

RESOLVE XXX ..................................................................................................... chapter # of finally passed resolve 

VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................................. Legislature failed to override Governor's veto 

 

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 128
th
 

Legislature is Wednesday, November 1, 2017.  The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency 

measure may be found in the enacted law summary for that legislation. 



Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology

This amendment was not adopted.

LD 240 ONTPAn Act To Increase Transparency in Maine's Electricity Market

Sponsor(s)

HAMPER J

WADSWORTH N

ONTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill prohibits a competitive electricity provider from continuing generation service to a consumer beyond 12 

months without annual express consent from the consumer.

LD 255 ONTPAn Act To Implement Electric Grid Reliability Recommendations

Sponsor(s)

CHAPMAN R ONTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208.

This bill proposes directing the Public Utilities Commission to pursue the four recommendations made by 

Emprimus LLC of Minneapolis, MN in Emprimus LLC's report to the Public Utilities Commission filed January 6, 

2015, Docket Number 2013-00145, regarding the effect of geomagnetic disturbances and electromagnetic pulses on 

the State's electric grid.  These recommendations include:

1.  Pursuing neutral blocking in the 18 transformers of the State's electric grid with the highest geo-electric-induced 

currents;

2.  Installing electromagnetic pulse and intentional electromagnetic interference detectors at key substations on the 

State's electric grid;

3.  Installing electromagnetic pulse and intentional electromagnetic interference protective cabinets at key 

substations on the State's electric grid; and

4.  Monitoring the costs and benefits derived from protection of the State's electric system from harmful effects of 

geomagnetic disturbances and support the cost recovery of supplemental reliability improvements to Central Maine 

Power's Maine Power Reliability Program.

LD 256 PUBLIC 244An Act To Ensure Continued Availability of High-speed Broadband 

Internet at Maine's Schools and Libraries

Sponsor(s)

GROHMAN M

MAKER J

OTP-AM

OTP-AM

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

H-189

This bill changes the limit on the amount of the fee on prepaid wireless telecommunications service collected by the 

Public Utilities Commission from a percentage to a flat amount.  This bill also requires the Public Utilities 

Commission to convene a stakeholder group to evaluate and provide recommendations regarding the method of 

collection of funds to support telecommunications access at libraries and public schools.  The commission is 

required to report to the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology by January 30, 2018, and 
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Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology

the committee is authorized to submit a bill based on the report.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-189)

This amendment is the majority report of the committee, and it replaces the bill.  It caps the prepaid wireless 

telecommunications service fee that is contributed to the telecommunications education access fund at 21¢ per retail 

transaction and caps the fee levied on voice network service providers other than prepaid wireless 

telecommunications service providers to no more than 21¢ per month per line or number, assessed as a monthly 

surcharge.  The amendment requires the Department of Education and the Maine State Library to jointly submit a 

report by January 15, 2018, to the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology that includes 

detailed information on how the telecommunications education access fund is used.  Lastly, this amendment 

specifies that, notwithstanding the current prohibition under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 

7104-B, subsection 2-A on the Public Utilities Commission's adjusting the prepaid wireless telecommunications 

service fee more than once every 24 months, the commission is required to adjust the prepaid wireless 

telecommunications service fee to conform to the change made by this amendment.

Committee Amendment "B" (H-190)

This amendment is the minority report of the committee, and it replaces the bill.  It provides a one-time 

appropriation to the Maine State Library to support the Maine School and Library Network, a service of 

Networkmaine within the University of Maine System.  It also directs the Maine State Library to convene a 

stakeholder group to look at alternatives to funding the Maine School and Library Network that do not involve 

surcharges or fees.  This amendment requires the stakeholder group to submit a report of its findings to the Joint 

Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology by January 15, 2018.

This amendment was not adopted. 

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2017, chapter 244 caps the prepaid wireless telecommunications service fee that is contributed to the 

telecommunications education access fund at 21¢ per retail transaction and caps the fee levied on voice network 

service providers other than prepaid wireless telecommunications service providers to no more than 21¢ per month 

per line or number, assessed as a monthly surcharge.  This law requires the Department of Education and the Maine 

State Library to jointly submit a report by January 15, 2018, to the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities 

and Technology that includes detailed information on how the telecommunications education access fund is used. 

Lastly, this law specifies that, notwithstanding the current prohibition under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, 

section 7104-B, subsection 2-A on the Public Utilities Commission's adjusting the prepaid wireless 

telecommunications service fee more than once every 24 months, the commission is required to adjust the prepaid 

wireless telecommunications service fee to conform to the change made by this law.

LD 257 CARRIED OVERAn Act To Enable Municipalities Working with Utilities To Establish 

Microgrids

Sponsor(s)

DEVIN M

MIRAMANT D

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208.

This bill proposes to establish measures to allow municipalities, working cooperatively with electrical utilities, to 

create microgrids, which are electricity distribution systems consisting of distributed energy sources, including 

demand management, storage and generation and loads capable of operating in parallel with, or independently from, 

the main power grid.  This bill would address the following requirements:
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