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LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND
ENACTED LAWS

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws contains summaries of all LDs and adopted
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 127™ Maine
Legislature.

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee and within each committee by Legislative Document
(LD) number. The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed
below each LD title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject
index is included with each committee. An appendix provides a summary of relevant session statistics.

Final action on each LD is noted to the right of the LD title. The following describes the various final
actions.

CARRIED OVER ..ot carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature
CON RES XXX ..ocooovieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeteeeeve e chapter # of constitutional resolution passed by both houses
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE..................c........ Committee of Conference unable to agree; legislation died
DIED BETWEEN HOUSES. ...ttt House & Senate disagreed, legislation died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE. .........ccoveeiineaaannn. defeated in each house, but on different motions; legislation died
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT .........ccoveeeiieeieeeiieieeeeceeeeenne action incomplete when session ended; legislation died
EMERGENCY ... enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days after session adjournment
FAILED, EMERGENCY ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE............. emergency failed to receive required 2/3 vote
FAILED, ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE........cccccooomiiiiiiniaiiieieeeeeenn failed to receive final majority vote
FAILED, MANDATE ENACTMENT .........ccccocvvueene. legislation proposing local mandate failed required 2/3 vote
HELD BY GOVERNOR.............. Governor has not signed; final disposition to be determined at subsequent session
LEAVE TO WITHDRAW......ccovvoeviiiieiiieeiecieennseecen e sponsor’s request to withdraw legislation granted
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY ........................ ruled out of order by the presiding officer; legislation died
INDEF PP......cooiiiieaeee ettt sttt ae et eneenes indefinitely postponed; legislation died
ONTP, ACCEPTED, MAJORITY, MINORITY or REPORT X.... ought-not-to-pass report accepted; legislation died
PES XXX ittt chapter # of enacted private & special law
PUBLIC XXX ..ottt sttt ettt et ae s n e aeaeenna s chapter # of enacted public law
RESOLVE XXX c..coiuiiiieieeitiestie ettt sttt sttt chapter # of finally passed resolve
VETO SUSTAINED..........cocoovirieiieiieetse et Legislature failed to override Governor's veto

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 127"
Legislature is October 15, 2015. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure may
be found in the enacted law summary for that legislation.



Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government

practices, payments for membership dues and fees, gifts, donations and sponsorships and travel, meal and
entertainment expenses. This bill provides for review of those reports by those committees and their
communicating to the Government Oversight Committee the results of the reviews and areas identified that should
be reviewed in more depth.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-298)

This amendment incorporates a fiscal note.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2015, chapter 253 seeks to enhance legislative oversight of quasi-independent state entities by ensuring
that joint standing committees of jurisdiction are monitoring the entities' compliance with requirements in the Maine
Revised Statutes, Title 5, sections 12022 and 12023, and alerting the Government Oversight Committee to any
concerns identified. The statutory requirements address expectations for quasi-independent state entities with
regard to procurement practices, payments for membership dues and fees, gifts, donations and sponsorships and
travel, meal and entertainment expenses. Public Law 2015, chapter 253 provides for review of those reports by
those committees and their communicating to the Government Oversight Committee the results of the reviews and
areas identified that should be reviewed in more depth.

LD 1417  RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine Accepted Majority
To Change the Selection Process for the Attorney General (ONTP) Report
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
STETKIS ONTP
OTP-AM

This resolution proposes to amend the Constitution of Maine to change the selection process for the Attorney
General. Currently, the Attorney General is selected by the Legislature. This resolution proposes that the Governor
nominate and appoint the Attorney General, subject to confirmation by the Senate.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-392)

This amendment is the minority report and changes the effective date the amendment becomes part of the
Constitution of Maine from the date of the proclamation, as stated in the resolution, to December 1, 2016 to allow
the current Attorney General, who was elected by the Legislature, to finish the term.

LD 1418 RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine Accepted Majority
To Provide for a Lieutenant Governor and Change the Line of (ONTP) Report
Succession for Governor

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
STETKIS ONTP
OTP-AM

This resolution proposes to amend the Constitution of Maine to eliminate the position of Secretary of State and
replace it with the position of Lieutenant Governor, to be elected by popular vote and on the same ballot as is the
Governor. Under this resolution, a person serving as Lieutenant Governor:

1. Is limited to serving two consecutive terms;

2. Is subject to the same eligibility requirements as is the Governor;
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3. Is first in line of succession to the position of Governor in the event of the Governor's death, resignation or
removal from office; and

4. Is responsible for the duties currently held by the Secretary of State regarding storing and archiving official state
records, overseeing elections and voting processes and overseeing the citizen's initiative and people's veto processes.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-427)

This amendment is the minority report of the committee. The amendment:

1. Delays the effective date for the changes approved by the voters at the November 2015 election until January
2018. The changes apply to the statewide election in November 2018;

2. Requires the Secretary of State in office on December 31, 2017 to continue to carry out the duties of the
Secretary of State until a Lieutenant Governor takes office on January 2, 2019. These duties include those

identified as duties of the Lieutenant Governor in the Constitution of Maine once the resolution goes into effect; and

3. Simplifies the ballot question.

LD 1419  RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine Accepted Majority
To Change the Selection Process for the Treasurer of State (ONTP) Report
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
STETKIS ONTP
OTP-AM

This resolution proposes to amend the Constitution of Maine to change the selection process for the Treasurer of
State. Currently, the Treasurer of State is selected by the Legislature. This resolution proposes that the Governor
nominate and appoint the Treasurer of State, subject to confirmation by the Senate.
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