
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from electronic originals 
(may include minor formatting differences from printed original) 

 
 



STATE OF MAINE 
127TH LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Summaries of bills, adopted amendments and laws enacted or finally passed  
 

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON LABOR, COMMERCE, 
RESEARCH AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 
 

August 2015 
 
 
 
 

 MEMBERS: 
 SEN. AMY F. VOLK, CHAIR 
 SEN. ANDRE E. CUSHING III 
 SEN. JOHN L. PATRICK 
  
 REP. ERIN D. HERBIG, CHAIR 
 REP. PAUL E. GILBERT 
 REP. ANNE-MARIE MASTRACCIO 
STAFF: REP. DILLON BATES 
NATALIE HAYNES, LEGISLATIVE ANALYST REP. RYAN M. FECTEAU  
HENRY FOUTS, LEGISLATIVE ANALYST REP. LAWRENCE E. LOCKMAN 
OFFICE OF POLICY AND LEGAL ANALYSIS REP. SUSAN M. W. AUSTIN  
13 STATE HOUSE STATION REP. JOEL R. STETKIS 
AUGUSTA, ME  04333 REP. KARLETON S. WARD 
(207) 287-1670 REP. JAMES J. CAMPBELL, SR. 

 



STATE OF MAINE 
127rn LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

ENACTED LAWS 

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws contains summaries of all LDs and adopted 
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 127th Maine 
Legislature. 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee and within each committee by Legislative Document 
(LD) number. The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed 
below each LD title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject 
index is included with each committee. An appendix provides a summary of relevant session statistics. 

Final action on each LD is noted to the right of the LD title. The following describes the various final 
actions. 

CARRIED OVER .................................................................. carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature 
CON RES .XXX ............................................................. chapter # of constitutional resolution passed by both houses 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE ............................... Committee of Conference unable to agree; legislation died 
DIED BETWEEN HOUSES .................................................................... House & Senate disagreed; legislation died 
DIED IN CONCURRENCE .................................. defeated in each house, but on different motions; legislation died 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT. ............................................... action incomplete when session ended; legislation died 
EMERGENCY ............................................. enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days after session adjournment 
FAILED, EMERGENCY ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE ............ emergency failed to receive required 2/3 vote 
FAILED, ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE. ................................................... failed to receive final majority vote 
FAILED, MANDATE ENACTMENT ........................... legislation proposing local mandate failed required 2/3 vote 
HELD BY GOVERNOR ............. Governor has not signed; final disposition to be determined at subsequent session 
LEAVE TO WITHDRAW. .............................................................. sponsor's request to withdraw legislation granted 
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY ........................ ruled out of order by the presiding officer; legislation died 
INDEF PP ..................................................................................................... indefinitely postponed; legislation died 
ONTP, ACCEPTED, MAJORITY, MINORITY or REPORT X ... ought-not-to-pass report accepted; legislation died 
P&S XXX: ................................................................................................. chapter # of enacted private & special law 
PUBLIC .XXX ............................................................................................................. chapter # of enacted public law 
RESOLVE.xx.¥ ..................................................................................................... chapter# of finally passed resolve 
VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................................. Legislature failed to override Governor's veto 

The effectiv~ date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 127th 
Legislature is October 15, 2015. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure may 
be found in the enacted law summary for that legislation. 
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treatment of suicidal persons as a requirement for license renewal.

LD 1404 ONTPResolve, Directing the Department of Professional and Financial 

Regulation To Conduct a Sunrise Review of the Proposal To License 

Court Reporters and Legal Recorders

Sponsor(s)

KATZ

DION

ONTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This resolve requires the Commissioner of Professional and Financial Regulation to conduct an independent 

assessment pursuant to the sunrise review requirements in the Maine Revised Statutes of the proposal to license 

court reporters and legal recorders.

LD 1405 PUBLIC 169An Act To Amend the Licensing Laws of the Maine Fuel Board

Sponsor(s)

CUSHING OTP-AM

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

S-229

This bill amends the provisions of law regarding the Maine Fuel Board by:

1.  Clarifying that there is a separate license and scope of practice for a master oil burner technician, master solid 

fuel technician, journeyman oil burner technician, journeyman solid fuel technician, apprentice oil burner technician 

and apprentice solid fuel technician;

2.  Specifying that the installation, cleaning, repairing and servicing of pellet-fired central heating appliances is 

included within the scope of practice of oil burner technicians if that person holds a pellet-fired central heating 

appliances authority;

3.  Removing the authority of the Maine Fuel Board to authorize pilot projects relating to emerging fuel fired 

heating technology; and

4.  Upgrading the technical training required to obtain a propane and natural gas technician license.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-229)

This amendment strikes those sections of the bill that increase training requirements for propane and natural gas 

technician licenses.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2015, chapter 169 amends the provisions of law regarding the Maine Fuel Board by:

1.  Clarifying that there is a separate license and scope of practice for a master oil burner technician, master solid 

fuel technician, journeyman oil burner technician, journeyman solid fuel technician, apprentice oil burner technician 

and apprentice solid fuel technician;

2.  Specifying that the installation, cleaning, repairing and servicing of pellet-fired central heating appliances is 

included within the scope of practice of oil burner technicians if that person holds a pellet-fired central heating 

appliances authority;
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Joint Standing Committee on Labor, Commerce, Research and Economic Development

3.  Removing the authority of the Maine Fuel Board to authorize pilot projects relating to emerging fuel fired 

heating technology; and

4.  Upgrading the technical training required to obtain a propane and natural gas technician license.

LD 1422 Died Between 

Houses
An Act To Allow Maine Residents To Personally Import Medications as 

Permitted under the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act

Sponsor(s)

MARTIN J ONTP

OTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

Under the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act, the importation of unapproved new prescription drugs, including 

foreign-made versions of prescription drugs that have been approved by the federal Food and Drug Administration, 

is prohibited.  However, the Food and Drug Administration has developed guidance that allows the personal 

importation of certain drugs.

This bill, using the guidance developed by the Food and Drug Administration, enacts the Maine Pharmaceutical 

Drug Safety Act to allow an individual in Maine to import prescription drugs from Canada or certain member 

countries of the European Union for use by that individual or a member of that individual's immediate family.  The 

country from which the prescription drug is to be imported must meet specific criteria regarding regulation of its 

pharmacies and pharmacists, as determined by the United States Secretary of State.  The prescription drug to be 

imported must also meet specific requirements.  The importation of controlled substances and prescription drugs for 

sale or resale is specifically prohibited.

LD 1423 Died On 

Adjournment
An Act To Expand Access to Workforce Development at Brunswick 

Landing

Sponsor(s)

GERZOFSKY

HERBIG

ONTP

OTP-AM

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

S-225

This bill provides ongoing General Fund appropriations of $1,300,000 per year beginning in fiscal year 2015-16 to 

the Governor's Jobs Initiative Program to increase economic development and provide support for operations and 

key educational programs at the Maine Advanced Technology and Engineering Center at Brunswick Landing.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-225)

This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, changes the bill by providing ongoing General 

Fund appropriations of $1,300,000 per year, beginning in fiscal year 2015-16, directly to Southern Maine 

Community College to fund operations at its new Midcoast Campus at Brunswick Landing instead of directing the 

funding through the Governor's Jobs Initiative Program.  The amendment also clarifies that funding will support 

public-private partnerships for academic programming and ensure student success through support services for 

workforce development.

This amended version of the bill was partially incorporated into the Biennial Budget, Public Law 2015, chapter 267, 

Part A, section A-11.  Funding is reduced to one-time funding of $410,982 in Fiscal Year 2015-16.
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