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STATE OF MAINE 
127rn LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

ENACTED LAWS 

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws contains summaries of all LDs and adopted 
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 127th Maine 
Legislature. 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee and within each committee by Legislative Document 
(LD) number. The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed 
below each LD title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject 
index is included with each committee. An appendix provides a summary of relevant session statistics. 

Final action on each LD is noted to the right of the LD title. The following describes the various final 
actions. 

CARRIED OVER .................................................................. carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature 
CON RES .XXX ............................................................. chapter # of constitutional resolution passed by both houses 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE ............................... Committee of Conference unable to agree; legislation died 
DIED BETWEEN HOUSES .................................................................... House & Senate disagreed; legislation died 
DIED IN CONCURRENCE .................................. defeated in each house, but on different motions; legislation died 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT. ............................................... action incomplete when session ended; legislation died 
EMERGENCY ............................................. enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days after session adjournment 
FAILED, EMERGENCY ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE ............ emergency failed to receive required 2/3 vote 
FAILED, ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE. ................................................... failed to receive final majority vote 
FAILED, MANDATE ENACTMENT ........................... legislation proposing local mandate failed required 2/3 vote 
HELD BY GOVERNOR ............. Governor has not signed; final disposition to be determined at subsequent session 
LEAVE TO WITHDRAW. .............................................................. sponsor's request to withdraw legislation granted 
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY ........................ ruled out of order by the presiding officer; legislation died 
INDEF PP ..................................................................................................... indefinitely postponed; legislation died 
ONTP, ACCEPTED, MAJORITY, MINORITY or REPORT X ... ought-not-to-pass report accepted; legislation died 
P&S XXX: ................................................................................................. chapter # of enacted private & special law 
PUBLIC .XXX ............................................................................................................. chapter # of enacted public law 
RESOLVE.xx.¥ ..................................................................................................... chapter# of finally passed resolve 
VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................................. Legislature failed to override Governor's veto 

The effectiv~ date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 127th 
Legislature is October 15, 2015. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure may 
be found in the enacted law summary for that legislation. 



Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs

7.  Exploring the development of an entity, such as a board of regents, to oversee higher education in this State in 

order to best serve the higher education needs of the residents and businesses of this State; and

8.  Establishing a pilot project, based on Oregon's "Pay Forward, Pay Back" model, under which a student enrolled 

in a public institution of higher education, in lieu of paying tuition or fees, contracts to pay the State a certain 

percentage of the student's annual income following graduation for a specified number of years.   The pilot project 

would eventually replace the current system of charging a resident of the State tuition and fees for enrollment at a 

state public institution of higher education.  The pilot project would:

A.  Allow a student who is a resident of the State and who qualifies for admission to an institution to enroll in 

the institution without paying tuition or fees;

B.  Provide that, in lieu of paying tuition or fees, the student must sign a binding contract to pay to the State or 

the institution for a specified number of years a certain percentage of the student's annual adjusted gross income 

upon graduation from the institution; 

C.  Specify the number of years and the percentage of annual adjusted gross income for contracts at each 

participating institution and base the specifications on research to date; and

D.  Establish a funding source for the first 15 to 20 years of the pilot project and a revolving fund into which 

payments made under the pilot project are deposited to provide long-term funding.

A pilot project may include variations by specific institution depending on the total cost of education at the 

institution, the portion of the cost that is paid by the State, the number of years of student repayment specified in the 

contract and the percentage of annual adjusted gross income specified in the contract.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-262)

This amendment, which is the majority report of the committee, strikes and replaces the concept draft with a bill to 

appropriate funds from the General Fund to the Maine Community College System for adding College Navigator 

positions and expanding student work study opportunities.

LD 1152 ONTPAn Act To Amend the Definition of "Property Fiscal Capacity" in the 

School Funding Law To Address Inequities Affecting Municipalities 

Experiencing Significant Reductions in Value

Sponsor(s)

STANLEY

PATRICK

ONTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

Current law defines a municipality's fiscal capacity for the purpose of calculating the local share and state share of 

the cost of public kindergarten to grade 12 education as the average state valuation for the municipality over a 

three-year period prior to the most recently certified state valuation.  In order to avoid overstating the fiscal capacity 

of a municipality that has experienced a significant loss in value of 2 percent or more attributable to a single 

taxpayer, this bill resets the three-year period to average state valuations for those municipalities going forward, 

beginning with the first year the municipality's certified state valuation reflects that significant loss in value.
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