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amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 127th Maine 
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PUBLIC .XXX ............................................................................................................. chapter # of enacted public law 
RESOLVE.xx.¥ ..................................................................................................... chapter# of finally passed resolve 
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Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology

2.  The bill would establish definitions necessary to implement the waste management net electrical billing program, 

including:

A.  Defining "eligible governmental entity customer" as a governmental entity organized and existing pursuant 

to the laws of the State that provides an annual written certification that it operates an established program of 

solid waste reduction, recycling and composting relative to the solid waste it collects before it sends that solid 

waste to an eligible participating waste-to-energy facility for processing and conversion into electricity;

B.  Defining "eligible participating waste-to-energy facility" as a facility licensed pursuant to the provisions of 

the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38 that converts municipal solid waste to electricity through an incineration 

process that is licensed by the Department of Environmental Protection, reduces the volume of the municipal 

solid waste it processes by at least 80 percent and the weight by at least 65 percent and is not a party to a power 

purchase agreement;

C.  Defining "municipal solid waste" as solid waste that has been collected by a participating eligible 

governmental entity customer other than waste that the customer has diverted through reduction, recycling and 

composting before it is sent to an eligible participating waste-to-energy facility for processing and conversion 

into electricity; and

D.  Defining "net electrical billing credits" as the monetary credits that are applied by an electrical utility to the 

monthly bill of an eligible governmental entity customer that has earned those credits by sending municipal 

solid waste that it has collected to an eligible participating waste-to-energy facility for conversion into 

electricity.

LD 796 ONTPAn Act To Allow a Municipality To Choose Its Power Provider

Sponsor(s)

PARRY

COLLINS

ONTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill provides a process to allow a municipality to choose a single transmission and distribution utility via a 

referendum when that municipality is served by more than one utility.  The decision to hold a referendum must be 

made by a majority vote of the municipal officials.  A referendum to choose a single utility must occur during a 

gubernatorial or presidential election in November and must be called, advertised and conducted according to the 

law relating to municipal elections.

The bill also requires that the Public Utilities Commission approve a petition by the municipal officials to have only 

one utility furnishing service in the municipality.  The Public Utilities Commission must approve a petition if it 

finds the chosen utility is willing to furnish service to the entire municipality, the chosen utility has the financial 

ability to meet its obligations under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A and the chosen utility is willing and able 

to pay a fair and reasonable price, as determined by the commission, for the assets of the second utility needed to 

furnish service to the entire municipality.  Upon approval, the Public Utilities Commission is directed to order the 

second utility to sell its assets used to serve the municipality to the chosen transmission and distribution utility.  

This bill also allows the Public Utilities Commission to adopt routine technical rules to implement these provisions.
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