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STATE OF MAINE

127™ LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND
ENACTED LAWS

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws contains summaries of all LDs and adopted
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 127™ Maine
Legislature.

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee and within each committee by Legislative Document
(LD) number. The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed
below each LD title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject
index is included with each committee. An appendix provides a summary of relevant session statistics.

Final action on each LD is noted to the right of the LD title. The following describes the various final
actions.

CARRIED OVER ..ot carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature
CON RES XXX ..ocooovieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeteeeeve e chapter # of constitutional resolution passed by both houses
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE..................c........ Committee of Conference unable to agree; legislation died
DIED BETWEEN HOUSES. ...ttt House & Senate disagreed, legislation died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE. .........ccoveeiineaaannn. defeated in each house, but on different motions; legislation died
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT .........ccoveeeiieeieeeiieieeeeceeeeenne action incomplete when session ended; legislation died
EMERGENCY ... enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days after session adjournment
FAILED, EMERGENCY ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE............. emergency failed to receive required 2/3 vote
FAILED, ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE........cccccooomiiiiiiniaiiieieeeeeenn failed to receive final majority vote
FAILED, MANDATE ENACTMENT .........ccccocvvueene. legislation proposing local mandate failed required 2/3 vote
HELD BY GOVERNOR.............. Governor has not signed; final disposition to be determined at subsequent session
LEAVE TO WITHDRAW......ccovvoeviiiieiiieeiecieennseecen e sponsor’s request to withdraw legislation granted
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY ........................ ruled out of order by the presiding officer; legislation died
INDEF PP......cooiiiieaeee ettt sttt ae et eneenes indefinitely postponed; legislation died
ONTP, ACCEPTED, MAJORITY, MINORITY or REPORT X.... ought-not-to-pass report accepted; legislation died
PES XXX ittt chapter # of enacted private & special law
PUBLIC XXX ..ottt sttt ettt et ae s n e aeaeenna s chapter # of enacted public law
RESOLVE XXX c..coiuiiiieieeitiestie ettt sttt sttt chapter # of finally passed resolve
VETO SUSTAINED..........cocoovirieiieiieetse et Legislature failed to override Governor's veto

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 127"
Legislature is October 15, 2015. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure may
be found in the enacted law summary for that legislation.



Joint Standing Committee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife

Public Law 2015, chapter 79 was enacted as an emergency measure effective May 15, 2015.

LD 400 An Act To Continue To Permit Persons 70 Years of Age and Older To PUBLIC 42
Hunt with a Crossbow EMERGENCY
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
CRAFTS OTP
DAVIS

This bill allows a person 70 years of age or older to hunt with a crossbow during any open season. Until January 1,
2015, a provision of law allowed this, but included language that repealed the provision on that date. The bill
enacts the substance of that provision but without the repeal language.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2015, chapter 42 allows a person 70 years of age or older to hunt with a crossbow during any open
season. Until January 1, 2015, a provision of law allowed this, but included language that repealed the provision on
that date. Chapter 42 enacts the substance of that provision but without the repeal language.

Public Law 2015, chapter 42 was enacted as an emergency measure effective April 30, 2015.

LD 424 An Act To Allow the Use of Suppressors for Hunting Nuisance Wildlife ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
WOOD ONTP
DAVIS

This bill allows a person to use a firearm fitted or contrived with a device for deadening the sound of explosion to
kill wild animals or wild turkeys that are damaging crops, orchards or property or harming domestic animals.

LD 479 An Act To Allow Hunting on Sunday with the Landowner's Written Accepted Majority
Consent (ONTP) Report
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
GREENWOOD ONTP
WILLETTE OTP

This bill allows a person to possess hunting equipment on Sunday on a landowner's property if the person
possessing the equipment has the landowner's written consent to hunt on that property. The bill also allows hunting
on a landowner's property on Sunday with the landowner's written consent.

LD 480 An Act To Allow Condominium and Homeowners Associations To Died Between
Establish Swim Areas Houses
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
POWERS
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Joint Standing Committee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife

This bill allows homeowners associations, unit owners associations and condominium owners associations to be
issued a permit by the Director of the Bureau of Parks and Lands within the Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry to establish developed swim areas.

This bill was not referred to a committee.

LD 561 An Act To Recognize the Registrations of Snowmobiles and All-terrain ONTP
Vehicles Owned by Residents of a State That Borders Maine

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
PETERSON ONTP
PATRICK

This bill allows for reciprocity of snowmobiles and all-terrain vehicle registrations with New Hampshire.

LD 570 An Act To Authorize the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife PUBLIC 57
To Postpone or Cancel an Open Hunting Season

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
WOOD OTP H-89 SHAW
DAVIS

This bill authorizes the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to postpone or cancel an open hunting season
if, based on principles of sound scientific wildlife management, it is necessary for wildlife conservation purposes.

House Amendment "A" (H-89)

This amendment clarifies the reasons for which the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife may postpone or
cancel an open hunting season. Unlike the bill, which authorized the commissioner to postpone the season if
"necessary for wildlife conservation purposes," this amendment specifies that the commissioner may postpone the
season if the commissioner has concerns regarding disease, weather conditions, reduction in population or other
unforeseen factors that may prevent publicly derived management goals from being met.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2015, chapter 57 authorizes the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to postpone or cancel an
open hunting season if, based on principles of sound scientific wildlife management, the commissioner has concerns
regarding disease, weather conditions, reduction in population or other unforeseen factors that may prevent publicly
derived management goals from being met.

LD 571 Resolve, To Study the Need for a Standard Formula for the Horsepower Accepted Majority
of Motors Used on the Lakes and Ponds of the State (ONTP) Report
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
CRAFTS ONTP
DAVIS OTP

This resolve directs the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to create a working group to study and
recommend legislation regarding the need for a standard formula for determining maximum horsepower for
motorized watercraft on lakes and ponds in the State. It also directs the department to submit the report and any
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