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STATE OF MAINE 
127rn LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

ENACTED LAWS 

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws contains summaries of all LDs and adopted 
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 127th Maine 
Legislature. 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee and within each committee by Legislative Document 
(LD) number. The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed 
below each LD title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject 
index is included with each committee. An appendix provides a summary of relevant session statistics. 

Final action on each LD is noted to the right of the LD title. The following describes the various final 
actions. 

CARRIED OVER .................................................................. carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature 
CON RES .XXX ............................................................. chapter # of constitutional resolution passed by both houses 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE ............................... Committee of Conference unable to agree; legislation died 
DIED BETWEEN HOUSES .................................................................... House & Senate disagreed; legislation died 
DIED IN CONCURRENCE .................................. defeated in each house, but on different motions; legislation died 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT. ............................................... action incomplete when session ended; legislation died 
EMERGENCY ............................................. enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days after session adjournment 
FAILED, EMERGENCY ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE ............ emergency failed to receive required 2/3 vote 
FAILED, ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE. ................................................... failed to receive final majority vote 
FAILED, MANDATE ENACTMENT ........................... legislation proposing local mandate failed required 2/3 vote 
HELD BY GOVERNOR ............. Governor has not signed; final disposition to be determined at subsequent session 
LEAVE TO WITHDRAW. .............................................................. sponsor's request to withdraw legislation granted 
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY ........................ ruled out of order by the presiding officer; legislation died 
INDEF PP ..................................................................................................... indefinitely postponed; legislation died 
ONTP, ACCEPTED, MAJORITY, MINORITY or REPORT X ... ought-not-to-pass report accepted; legislation died 
P&S XXX: ................................................................................................. chapter # of enacted private & special law 
PUBLIC .XXX ............................................................................................................. chapter # of enacted public law 
RESOLVE.xx.¥ ..................................................................................................... chapter# of finally passed resolve 
VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................................. Legislature failed to override Governor's veto 

The effectiv~ date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 127th 
Legislature is October 15, 2015. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure may 
be found in the enacted law summary for that legislation. 



Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services

LD 5 Died In 

Concurrence
An Act To Increase the Limit on the Number of Patients a Primary 

Caregiver May Provide for under the Medical Marijuana Laws

Sponsor(s)

RUSSELL OTP-AM

ONTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

H-456

This bill repeals the provision in the Maine Medical Use of Marijuana Act that limits to five the number of 

qualifying patients a primary caregiver may assist.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-456)

This amendment replaces the bill and changes the title.  The amendment increases the limit on the number of 

qualifying patients a primary caregiver may assist from five to 20, but caps a primary caregiver's plant cultivation at 

30 mature marijuana plants for that primary caregiver's qualifying patients.  The amendment also adds an 

appropriations and allocations section.

LD 7 RESOLVE 1

EMERGENCY
Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 101, 

MaineCare Benefits Manual, Chapter III, Section 21: Allowances for 

Home and Community Benefits for Adults with Intellectual Disabilities 

or Autistic Disorder, a Major Substantive Rule of the Department of 

Health and Human Services

Sponsor(s)

OTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This resolve provides for legislative review of portions of Chapter 101, MaineCare Benefits Manual, Chapter III, 

Section 21: Allowances for Home and Community Benefits for Adults with Intellectual Disabilities or Autistic 

Disorder, a major substantive rule of the Department of Health and Human Services.

Enacted Law Summary

Resolve 2015, chapter 1 provides for legislative review of portions of Chapter 101, MaineCare Benefits Manual, 

Chapter III, Section 21: Allowances for Home and Community Benefits for Adults with Intellectual Disabilities or 

Autistic Disorder, a major substantive rule of the Department of Health and Human Services.

Resolve 2015, chapter 1 was finally passed as an emergency measure effective March 17, 2015.

LD 20 ONTPAn Act To Improve Substance Abuse Treatment

Sponsor(s)

GOODE ONTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208.  This bill proposes to improve the delivery of substance abuse 

treatment.  The sponsor proposed an amendment that would establish a Drug Court in the Bangor District Court or 

the Penobscot County Superior Court.

Public Law 2015, chapter 267 included funding for increased district court judge positions to expand the availability 
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Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services

of drug courts as well as complementary services provided by the Office of Substance Abuse and Mental Health 

Services within the Department of Health and Human Services.

LD 21 ONTPAn Act To Amend the Medical Marijuana Laws

Sponsor(s)

RUSSELL ONTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208.

This bill proposes to amend the Maine Medical Use of Marijuana Act.

LD 23 Died Between 

Houses
An Act To Remove from the Maine Medical Use of Marijuana Act the 

Requirement That a Patient's Medical Condition Be Debilitating

Sponsor(s)

RUSSELL OTP

ONTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill removes from the Maine Medical Use of Marijuana Act any limitation on the type of medical conditions 

for which patients may be certified by their physicians to engage in the medical use of marijuana.

House Amendment "A" (H-484)

This amendment strikes from the bill the provisions that remove from the Maine Medical Use of Marijuana Act the 

requirement that a patient's medical condition be debilitating.  The amendment provides that anxiety, insomnia, 

depression, Tourette's syndrome, autism and Parkinson's disease are debilitating medical conditions under the Maine 

Medical Use of Marijuana Act.

This amendment was not adopted.

LD 35 Veto SustainedAn Act To Provide Legal Protection to Hospitals where Admitted 

Qualifying Patients Use Smokeless Forms of Medical Marijuana

Sponsor(s)

BRAKEY

RUSSELL

OTP-AM

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

S-220

This bill adds hospitals to the list of eligible primary caregivers for qualifying patients, adds hospitals to the 

universe of medical facilities where qualifying patients may use and store forms of smokeless, prepared marijuana 

and eliminates the ability of these medical facilities to prohibit or restrict the use or storage of smokeless, prepared 

marijuana by a qualifying patient.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-220)

This amendment replaces the bill and changes the title.  The amendment provides legal protection to hospitals and 

officers, board members, agents and employees of hospitals when the use of smokeless forms of medical marijuana 

occurs in the hospital by admitted patients who are certified to do so in accordance with the Maine Medical Use of 

Marijuana Act.
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