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LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND
ENACTED LAWS

The Digest is arranged within each committee by Legislative Document (LD) number. The committee report(s),
prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each LD title. All adopted amendments are
summarized and listed by paper number. A subject index is included with each committee.

Final action on each LD is noted to the right of the LD title. The following describes the various final actions.

CARRIED OVER......ccotitieiesieieeeeee s carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature

CON RES XXX ittt st chapter # of constitutional resolution passed by both houses
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE.........cccooeiiiiiene. Committee of Conference unable to agree; legislation died
DIED BETWEEN HOUSES .........cccoiiiiiiincne e House & Senate disagreed; legislation died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE ..o, defeated in each house, but on different motions; legislation died
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT .....ocoiiiiniiinenenieinieeeieeeie e action incomplete when session ended; legislation died
EMERGENCY ...coooiiiiiieeee e enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days after session adjournment
FAILED, EMERGENCY ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE............. emergency failed to receive required 2/3 vote
FAILED, ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE........c.cccccovii e failed to receive final majority vote

FAILED, MANDATE ENACTMENT .......ccoeiviveiniinns legislation proposing local mandate failed required 2/3 vote
HELD BY GOVERNOR............. Governor has not signed; final disposition to be determined at subsequent session
LEAVE TO WITHDRAW. ......ooiiiteee e sponsor’s request to withdraw legislation granted
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY.......c...cccevvvvrnen. ruled out of order by the presiding officer; legislation died
INDEF PPttt indefinitely postponed; legislation died

ONTP, ACCEPTED, MAJORITY, MINORITY or REPORT X... ought-not-to-pass report accepted; legislation died
P &S XXX ittt chapter # of enacted private & special law
PUBLIC XXX ittt en s chapter # of enacted public Law
RESOLVE XXX 1ttt chapter # of finally passed resolve
VETO SUSTAINED.......cciiiiitiie sttt Legislature failed to override Governor's veto

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the Second Regular Session of the 126" Legislature is
August 1, 2014. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure may be found in the enacted
law summary for that legislation.



Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology

related to the report.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2013, chapter 600 amends the section of law related to the assessment to fund the Public Utilities
Commission and the Office of the Public Advocate to include all utilities that were included prior to the enactment
of Public Law 2011, chapter 623. This law prohibits the commission from collecting funds until 90 days following
the adjournment of the First Regular Session of the 127th Legislature for the purpose of disbursing funds from a
state universal service fund to any company that operates more than 50,000 access lines in the State unless expressly
authorized to do so by law after the effective date of this legislation.

This law requires the Public Utilities Commission to submit a report to the joint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over energy and utilities matters by January 7, 2015. In the report, the commission
shall address various options for decreasing the cost of ensuring that there are adequate and affordable basic
telephone service options throughout the State. The committee has authority to report out a bill related to the report.

LD 1532  An Act To Provide Model Language for Standard Sewer District PUBLIC 555
Charters
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
OTP-AM S-481

This bill was carried over from the First Regular Session of the 126th Legislature.

This bill creates a model standard sewer district charter in statute. It includes standard language for the common
provisions included in a sewer district charter. It also includes the mandatory requirements of the Maine Revised
Statutes, Title 38, chapter 12, except the requirement that a new sewer district be formed under the Sanitary District
Enabling Act and that a proposed amendment to extend the boundaries of a sewer district be approved by
referendum before the amendment is presented to the Legislature. This bill repeals Title 38, chapter 12. The bill
also fixes cross-references.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-481)

This amendment adds assessments and supplemental charges to the definition of "rates" for the purposes of standard
sewer district charters. The amendment clarifies that standard sewer district trustees must unless specified
otherwise in the district's charter, hold elections by secret ballot. The amendment removes the requirement that a
registrar must be appointed by the trustees and that the trustees must set the registrar's salary; instead, it requires
trustees to acquire a list of eligible voters unless specified otherwise in the district's charter. It adds a recall
provision to the standard sewer district charter. The amendment makes it clear that a standard district, through its
trustees, may contract with entities inside and outside the standard district's boundaries. The amendment adds a
reference to the disconnection authority of multipurpose districts that are part of consumer-owned water utilities.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2013, chapter 555 creates a model standard sewer district charter in statute. It includes standard
language for the common provisions included in a sewer district charter. It also includes the mandatory
requirements of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, chapter 12, except the requirement that a new sewer district be

formed under the Sanitary District Enabling Act and that a proposed amendment to extend the boundaries of a sewer
district be approved by referendum before the amendment is presented to the Legislature.

This law also repeals Title 38, chapter 12 and fixes cross-references.
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