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LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND
ENACTED LAWS

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws summarizes all LDs and adopted
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 125" Maine
Legislature.

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee and within each committee by Legislative Document
(LD) number. The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed
below each LD title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject
index is included with each committee. The appendices include a summary of relevant session statistics,
an index of all bills by LD number and an index of enacted laws by law type and chapter number.

Final action on each LD is noted to the right of the LD title. The following describes the various final
actions.

CARRIED OVER ....cccovnmreiaiirireininenesenasseesiesvensesesaenenes carried over-to a subsequent session of the Legislature
“CON RES XXX ...coviirceiiivireeravaiessreisasiesissacstsssssaasnens chapter # of constitutional resolution passed by both houses
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE.........cccccvvveinivirernn, Committee of Conference unable to agree; legislation died
DIED BETWEEN HOUSES......coocovireirneriinieserisiesestessenesne e sie e sesneans House & Senate disagreed; legislation died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE. ........ccoouvvevinriennarianns defeated in each house, but on different motions, legislation died
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ........coccoveicvimeiiivinnssiensennnnnnns action incomplete when session ended, legislation died
EMERGENCY ....cccocovvivicniininiiinicciinienene enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days after session adjournment
FAILED, EMERGENCY ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE ............ emergency failed to receive required 2/3 vote
. FAILED, ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE........ccooceioiiivircrnnrencieecinnineencrnnnens failed to receive final majority vote
FAILED, MANDATE ENACTMENT ........covcoeeveariarnn. legislation proposing local mandate failed required 2/3 vote
HELD BY GOVERNOR.............. Governor has not signed; final disposition to be determined at subsequent session
LEAVE TO WITHDRAW.......coovovvimiaeieiceariiireveeiresieencnssisssesssnaes sponsor’s request to withdraw legislation granted
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY .......cccovvcienia ruled out of order by the presiding officer, legislation died
INDEF PP....ocooioeeeecniiie e seisiteastssaessstas s ae e sbesiaesessasasasessansasnesseesaensssnesnne indefinitely postponed; legislation died
ONTP, ACCEPTED, MAJORITY, MINORITY or REPORT X.... ought-not-to-pass report accepted, legislation died
PES XXX oottt chapter # of enacted private & special law
PUBLIC XXX ..ottt ettt st et ettt sbe e srn s sase st chapter # of enacted public Law
RESOLVE XXX ..ottt iaresees e ntsta e s ssssesaensesssresnesessessssnnenissens chapter # of finally passed resolve
VETO SUSTAINED. .......ccccovimriieriiancriinecreneeeaesiareeneas e Legislature failed to override Governor's veto

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 125"
Legislature is September 28, 2011. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure
may be found in the enacted law summary for that legislation.



Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services

reimbursed. The resolve requires rules to be adopted that limit cost reimbursement for an energy efficiency
improvement to those that have been determined to be cost-effective in an energy audit or be determined to be
cost-effective by the Efficiency Maine Trust.

Resolve 2011, chapter 106 was passed as an emergency measure effective July 8, 2011.

LD 806 An Act To Provide Public Access to Price Lists of Hospitals and Carried Over
Ambulatory Surgical Facilities

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted

BERRY
LANGLEY

This bill requires a licensed hospital to post in the hospital in an area used by the public a list of prices charged by
the hospital for the 100 most commonly performed procedures in the hospital. The hospital shall also post a link or
page on its publicly accessible website stating its pricing policy and current prices for the 100 most commonly
performed procedures in the hospital. The bill requires ambulatory surgical facilities to post similar price lists. The
bill requires review and a report on hospital efforts to control costs from the Office of Program Evaluation and
Government Accountability.

This bill was carried over to any special and/or regular session of the 125th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1190.

LD 825 An Act To Amend the Maine Certificate of Need Act of 2002 for INDEF PP
Nursing Facility Projects To Provide Alternative Means To Satisfy
MaineCare Neutrality
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MARTIN J ONTP MAJ
OTP-AM MIN

This bill amends the Maine Certificate of Need Act of 2002 governing the conversion of nursing facility beds to
residential care beds to permit such conversions as long as the terms of the conversion are approved by the
Department of Health and Human Services under applicable provisions permitting transfers that are
MaineCare-neutral in their overall impact.

The bill also amends provisions governing the nursing facility MaineCare funding pool to create certain exceptions
to the constraints of the pool. A provision is enacted to permit the transfers of beds and other nursing facility
resources to residential care facilities and to exclude such beds and resources from the pool if prior approval is
obtained from the department.

The bill also changes the provisions governing nursing facility projects in several respects:
1. To permit certificate of need approval of different types of nursing facility projects as long as MaineCare
neutrality is demonstrated and to permit transfers of MaineCare resources between nursing facilities and residential

care facilities to satisfy MaineCare neutrality requirements;

2. To permit the exchange of bed rights between nursing facilities and residential care facilities in order to permit
nursing facilities to satisfy MaineCare neutrality requirements;
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3. To permit nursing facilities to satisfy MaineCare neutrality requirements for projects that do not involve
relocation of beds from one facility to another or a new facility when the entity proposing the changes is able to
satisfy MaineCare neutrality requirements by delicensing beds under common ownership or acquiring beds from
other facilities including residential care facilities; and

4. To permit approval of nursing facility projects that propose transfers of ownership when any increases in
MaineCare costs are offset by transfers of bed rights or the increase in MaineCare costs is limited to changes in
fixed-cost reimbursement due to changes in approved financing or applicable depreciation schedules.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-646)

This amendment is the minority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services and adds an
appropriations and allocations section.

See related provision in LD 360.

LD 828 An Act To Amend the Maine Certificate of Need Act of 2002 for ONTP
Nursing Facility Projects

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MARTIN J ONTP

This bill amends the Certificate of Need Act of 2002 as it affects nursing facility projects in several respects.

1. It increases the review threshold for nursing facility projects from $1,000,000 to $2,500,000 and restores an
inflation adjustment factor.

2. It repeals the nursing facility MaineCare funding pool.

3. It removes the so-called MaineCare budget neutrality requirement.

4. It makes nursing facility projects subject to all certificate of need approval criteria and requirements.

5. Tt retains provisions of existing law that permit expedited approval of certain nursing facility projects.

6. It requires the Department of Health and Human Services to complete the review process for a project application
for a certificate of need in a timely fashion. When a decision has not been issued within 150 days after the

department declares an application complete, the application is automatically approved.

See related provision in LD 360.
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