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STATE OF MAINE

125™ LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND
ENACTED LAWS

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws summarizes all LDs and adopted
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 125" Maine
Legislature.

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee and within each committee by Legislative Document
(LD) number. The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed
below each LD title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject
index is included with each committee. The appendices include a summary of relevant session statistics,
an index of all bills by LD number and an index of enacted laws by law type and chapter number.

Final action on each LD is noted to the right of the LD title. The following describes the various final
actions.

CARRIED OVER ....cccovnmreiaiirireininenesenasseesiesvensesesaenenes carried over-to a subsequent session of the Legislature
“CON RES XXX ...coviirceiiivireeravaiessreisasiesissacstsssssaasnens chapter # of constitutional resolution passed by both houses
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE.........cccccvvveinivirernn, Committee of Conference unable to agree; legislation died
DIED BETWEEN HOUSES......coocovireirneriinieserisiesestessenesne e sie e sesneans House & Senate disagreed; legislation died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE. ........ccoouvvevinriennarianns defeated in each house, but on different motions, legislation died
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ........coccoveicvimeiiivinnssiensennnnnnns action incomplete when session ended, legislation died
EMERGENCY ....cccocovvivicniininiiinicciinienene enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days after session adjournment
FAILED, EMERGENCY ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE ............ emergency failed to receive required 2/3 vote
. FAILED, ENACTMENT or FINAL PASSAGE........ccooceioiiivircrnnrencieecinnineencrnnnens failed to receive final majority vote
FAILED, MANDATE ENACTMENT ........covcoeeveariarnn. legislation proposing local mandate failed required 2/3 vote
HELD BY GOVERNOR.............. Governor has not signed; final disposition to be determined at subsequent session
LEAVE TO WITHDRAW.......coovovvimiaeieiceariiireveeiresieencnssisssesssnaes sponsor’s request to withdraw legislation granted
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY .......cccovvcienia ruled out of order by the presiding officer, legislation died
INDEF PP....ocooioeeeecniiie e seisiteastssaessstas s ae e sbesiaesessasasasessansasnesseesaensssnesnne indefinitely postponed; legislation died
ONTP, ACCEPTED, MAJORITY, MINORITY or REPORT X.... ought-not-to-pass report accepted, legislation died
PES XXX oottt chapter # of enacted private & special law
PUBLIC XXX ..ottt ettt st et ettt sbe e srn s sase st chapter # of enacted public Law
RESOLVE XXX ..ottt iaresees e ntsta e s ssssesaensesssresnesessessssnnenissens chapter # of finally passed resolve
VETO SUSTAINED. .......ccccovimriieriiancriinecreneeeaesiareeneas e Legislature failed to override Governor's veto

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 125"
Legislature is September 28, 2011. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure
may be found in the enacted law summary for that legislation.
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more than 25% in a single year.

LD 809 An Act Regarding the Fairness of Sales Tax on Certain Precious Metals ONTP
Purchases
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
DAMON ONTP

This bill exempts from sales tax every sale of gold, silver, platinum and palladium bars, bullion and coins that is
$1,000 or greater in value.

LD 822 An Act To Remove Taxes on Equipment Used for Business ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
DAMON ONTP

This bill extends the business equipment property tax exemption to office furniture, including tables, chairs, desks,
bookcases, filing cabinets and modular office partitions, and to otherwise eligible property located at a retail sales
facility with interior customer selling space that is smaller than 20,000 square feet.

LD 823 An Act To Amend the Law Governing Tax Increment Financing PUBLIC 287
Districts
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
ROCHELO OTP-AM MAJ H-460
HOBBINS ONTP MIN

This bill changes the definition of "original assessed value" related to municipal development districts from the
"assessed value" of the district to the "taxable assessed value" of the district. The bill repeals the requirement that a
project financed through municipal bonded indebtedness must be completed within 5 years of the commissioner's
approval of the designation of the tax increment financing district. It allows municipalities that choose to use tax
increment financing to cover costs related to economic development to use the funds for grants in addition to
revolving loan funds and investment funds. It increases the maturity date on the bonds that a municipality may
authorize to finance project costs from 20 to 30 years from the date of issuance.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-460)

This amendment replaces the bill and changes the requirement, repealed in the bill, that a project financed through
municipal bonded indebtedness must be completed within 5 years of the commissioner's approval of the designation
of the tax increment financing district by extending the period for completion to 8 years.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2011, chapter 287 changes the requirement that a project financed through municipal bonded
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indebtedness must be completed within 5 years of the commissioner's approval of the designation of the tax
increment financing district by extending the period for project completion to 8 years.

LD 826 An Act To Permit a Local Option Sales Tax ONTP
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
DILL C ONTP
BLISS

This bill allows a municipality to impose a local option sales tax of 3% or less by local referendum. Revenue from
the local option sales tax is distributed as follows: 50% to the municipality, 25% to the county in which the
municipality is located and 25% to the General Fund. The revenue received by the municipality and county must be
used to reduce the property tax, either through specific programs, such as by funding a municipal property tax
assistance program or funding the portion of the homestead property tax exemptions not funded by the State or
generally stabilizing or lowering the projected property tax rate of the municipality or the county tax assessment.

LD 834 An Act To Define "Prosthetic Device'" for Purposes of Sales Tax Law DIED ON
ADJOURNMENT
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
KNIGHT OTP-AM H-242
SAVIELLO

This bill provides a sales tax exemption for orthotics.
Committee Amendment "A" (H-242)

This amendment replaces the bill. It creates definitions for "prosthetic device" and "prescription." It clarifies the
sales tax exemption for prosthetic devices.

This bill was placed on the Special Appropriations Table and died on adjournment.

LD 835 An Act To Strengthen Maine's Economy through Improvements to the Carried Over
Educational Opportunity Tax Credit

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted

KNIGHT
SNOWE-MELLO

This bill amends the educational opportunity tax credit by removing restrictions on the term of eligible loans and by
making the tax credit refundable.

This bill was carried over to any special and/or regular session of the 125th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1190.

34



