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STATE OF MAINE 
124rn LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

ENACTED LAWS 

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws summarizes all bills and adopted 
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the !24th Maine 
Legislature. 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee, and within each committee by LD number. 
The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill 
title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject index is included 
with each committee. The appendices include a summary of relevant session statistics, an index of all 
bills by LD number and an index of enacted laws by law type and chapter number. 

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various 
categories of final action are as follows: 

CARRIED OVER ....................................................... Carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature 
CON RES XX'X ............................................... Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE ............................... Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES ....................................................................... House & Senate disagree; bill died 
DIED IN CONCURRENCE ........... One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ................................................ Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 
EMERGENCY ........................................................................... Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ..................... Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote 
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ....................................................... Bil/failed to get majority vote 
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT. .................................. Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote 
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY. ...................... Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died 
INDEF PP ............................................................................................... Bill Indefinitely Postponed; bill died 
ONTP (or Accepted ONTP report) ............................................ Ought Not To Pass report accepted; bill died 
P&S XX'X ................ ................................................................... Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law 
PUBLIC XX'X ............................................................................................... Chapter # of enacted Public Law 
RESOLVE XX'X ...................................................................... ................... Chapter # of finally passed Resolve 
UNSIGNED ................................................................................................................... Bill held by Governor 
VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................... Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 124th 
Legislature is September 12, 2009. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure is 
specified in the enacted law summary for those bills. 



Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs

LD 1336 ONTPAn Act To Preserve School Choice Rights

Sponsor(s)

WESTON ONTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill clarifies the obligation and financial responsibility of regional school unit boards of directors for preserving 

the opportunities for choice of schools for students who reside in a municipality in a regional school unit that was a 

previous education unit that sent students to another school administrative unit.  The bill provides that when one or 

more member municipalities continue to send students to a school outside of the new regional school unit, the 

regional school unit is responsible for the tuition expenses for the students who are educated outside of the regional 

school unit.

LD 1356 PUBLIC 448An Act To Improve the Ability of the Department of Education To 

Conduct Longitudinal Data Studies

Sponsor(s)

MILLS P OTP-AM

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

S-301

S-345 DIAMOND

This bill requires the Department of Education to develop and maintain the Maine Statewide Longitudinal Data 

System.  The purpose of this system is to improve the ability of the Department of Education to conduct longitudinal 

data studies by permitting the use of student social security numbers for the tracking of individual student enrollment 

history and achievement data over time.  Data must be collected and used in compliance with the federal Family 

Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-301)

This amendment replaces the bill.  The amendment accomplishes the following.

1.  It reallocates the provisions establishing the Maine Statewide Longitudinal Data System from the Maine 

Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, chapter 606-B to chapter 221, subchapter 1, which pertains to student records.

2.  It provides that if the Commissioner of Education requires a school administrative unit to collect and report 

individual social security numbers, that the school administrative unit must notify parents in the annual notice 

required under the federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, "FERPA," that the data is being 

collected and used for longitudinal data purposes and that the school administrative unit requests that the parent 

provides written consent to use the child's social security number for the collection of longitudinal data for the 

parent's child.

3.  It provides that the parental notification must include an explanation of the parent's right that the child's 

social security number is not required as a condition of enrollment and that the child's social security number 

may not be used for longitudinal data purposes unless the parent provides prior written consent.  It also provides 

that when a student attains 18 years of age, the written consent required of the parent, and the rights accorded to 

the parent, are thereafter required of and accorded to the student.
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Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs

4.  It clarifies that personally identifiable information contained in an educational record that is not directory 

information as defined by FERPA may only be released to other state agencies and postsecondary education 

institutions under a signed memorandum of understanding in compliance with FERPA.

5.  It directs the Commissioner of Education to send an administrative letter to superintendents, principals and 

school counselors on the establishment of the Maine Statewide Longitudinal Data System, including suggested 

language to be included in the annual notice to parents required under FERPA that explains a parent's right that 

the child's social security number is not required as a condition of enrollment and that the child's social security 

number may not be used for the purposes of the Maine Statewide Longitudinal Data System unless the parent 

provides prior written consent.

Senate Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (S-345)

This amendment provides that the Commissioner of Education may not require school administrative units to collect 

and report individual student social security numbers unless additional federal funding is received to expand the 

department's current kindergarten to grade 12 longitudinal data system to a statewide system.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2009, chapter 448 requires the Department of Education to develop and maintain the Maine Statewide 

Longitudinal Data System.  The purpose of the system is to improve the ability of the Department of Education to 

conduct longitudinal data studies by permitting the use of student social security numbers for the tracking of 

individual student enrollment history and achievement data over time.  Data must be collected and used in 

compliance with the federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974.  The law accomplishes the 

following.

1.  It provides that if the Commissioner of Education requires a school administrative unit to collect and report 

individual social security numbers, that the school administrative unit must notify parents in the annual notice 

required under the federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, "FERPA," that the data is being 

collected and used for longitudinal data purposes and that the school administrative unit requests that the parent 

provides written consent to use the child's social security number for the collection of longitudinal data for the 

parent's child.

2.  It provides that the parental notification must include an explanation of the parent's right that the child's 

social security number is not required as a condition of enrollment and that the child's social security number 

may not be used for longitudinal data purposes unless the parent provides prior written consent.  It also provides 

that when a student attains 18 years of age, the written consent required of the parent, and the rights accorded to 

the parent, are thereafter required of and accorded to the student.

3.  It clarifies that personally identifiable information contained in an educational record that is not directory 

information as defined by FERPA may only be released to other state agencies and postsecondary education 

institutions under a signed memorandum of understanding in compliance with FERPA.

4.  It directs the Commissioner of Education to send an administrative letter to superintendents, principals and 

school counselors on the establishment of the Maine Statewide Longitudinal Data System, including suggested 

language to be included in the annual notice to parents required under FERPA that explains a parent's right that 

the child's social security number is not required as a condition of enrollment and that the child's social security 

number may not be used for the purposes of the Maine Statewide Longitudinal Data System unless the parent 

provides prior written consent.

5.  It provides that the Commissioner of Education may not require school administrative units to collect and report 
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Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs

individual student social security numbers unless additional federal funding is received to expand the department's 

current kindergarten to grade 12 longitudinal data system to a statewide system.

LD 1362 ACCEPTED ONTP 

REPORT
An Act To Create a Unified Board of Higher Education

Sponsor(s)

ROTUNDO

BOWMAN

ONTP    MAJ

OTP    MIN

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill replaces the Board of Trustees of the University of Maine System, the Board of Trustees of the Maine 

Community College System and the Board of Trustees of the Maine Maritime Academy with the Board of Trustees 

of Higher Education to provide a unified body for the governance of those institutions.

Part A makes changes to the law to replace some select references to the individual boards of trustees with the 

unified board and enacts a new chapter in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, with provisions that establish the 

new unified board.

Part B establishes a transition team to recommend further changes to the law to fully accomplish the transition to the 

unified board.  The transition team will specifically recommend changes to determine the qualifications of trustees 

and the powers and duties of the unified board in a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and 

Cultural Affairs.  The report of the transition team must also recommend changes to the administration or 

organization and the existing law governing the University of Maine System, the Maine Maritime Academy and the 

Maine Community College System to ensure that any potential conflicts with the law establishing the new unified 

board are avoided.  The joint standing committee is authorized to submit a bill to the Second Regular Session of the 

124th Legislature based upon the report.

LD 1407 PUBLIC 264An Act To Assess the Physical Education Capacity of Elementary 

Schools in Maine and To Establish the Obesity and Chronic Disease 

Fund within the Department of Education

Sponsor(s)

BERRY

MILLS P

OTP-AM    MAJ

ONTP    MIN

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

H-343

This bill:

1.  Creates the Physical Education Program, which encourages elementary schools to implement a vigorous physical 

activity and physical education program involving equipment, teacher training and student physical assessments;

2.  Requires evaluation standards for the Physical Education Program including evaluation of the infrastructure and 

content of the physical education curriculum of each elementary school in the program and the impact of this 

curriculum on the school's students and requires the Commissioner of Education to make a statewide assessment of 

the needs of elementary schools to meet the requirements of the program;

3.  Establishes the Obesity and Chronic Disease Fund under the administration of the Department of Health and 

Human Services to fund the Physical Education Program including equipment, staff training and personnel expenses 
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