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STATE OF MAINE

124™ LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND
ENACTED LAWS

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws summarizes all bills and adopted
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 124" Maine
Legislature.

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee, and within each committee by LD number.
The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill
title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject index is included
with each committee. The appendices include a summary of relevant session statistics, an index of all
bills by LD number and an index of enacted laws by law type and chapter number.

~ Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various
categories of final action are as follows:

CARRIED OVER....cccoiiiieiiiniiiincesnnnscse e Carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature
CON RES XXX ..ot Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE. ........ccovvvcecnannnn. Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died
DIED BETWEEN BODIES .........ooovoiiiiiiiiieeeiiv it House & Senate disagree; bill died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE ........... One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ........cuvveieeiiieeeeecrereveienin. Action incomplete when session ended; bill died
EMERGENCY ..ottt ettt Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE............cc..... Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE .....ccooovivviiiiviinieciiesreenenrens Bill failed to get majority vote
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT .....ccoovvevivnicieecrcnnnn, Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY. ... Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died
INDEF PP ..ottt ie st ies v et st ee st nne s Bill Indefinitely Postponed; bill died
ONTP (or Accepted ONTP report)...........ccccvvvvvcvcricranneaenens. Ought Not To Pass report accepted; bill died
PES XXX oottt e Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law
PUBLIC XXX ..ottt et Chapter # of enacted Public Law
RESOLVE XXX «..ooiie ettt ettt ettt s e Chapter # of finally passed Resolve
UNSIGNED ... ciiieitinietcrin e s e saesaesneesteseesesne s tsansssaassasssaresssssaseesstenserevssensassansaneanes Bill held by Governor
VETO SUSTAINED ... Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 124"
Legislature is September 12, 2009. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure is
specified in the enacted law summary for those bills.



Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources

LD 1269  An Act To Clarify the Laws Regarding Significant Groundwater Wells

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
HILL OTP-AM H-340
SIMPSON

This bill clarifies that the definition of "significant groundwater well" in the Natural Resources Protection Act
includes public water systems or portions of public water systems that bottle water for sale or provide water to

be bottled for sale as determined by the Department of Environmental Protection. The bill also adds dewatering

of a mining operation to the definition of "significant groundwater well." The bill also clarifies three
unallocated law provisions that address transition language and rule-making requirements concerning public
information meetings and fees and a fee schedule intended to support independent assessment of monitoring
information.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-340)

This amendment replaces the bill. The amendment amends the definition of "significant groundwater well" by:

1. Excluding withdrawals of water for preoperational capacity testing from the determination of whether or not the
significant groundwater thresholds have been met; and

2. Clarifying when a public water system qualifies as a significant groundwater well.

The amendment also clarifies the changes to three unallocated law provisions that address transition language and
rule-making requirements concerning public information meetings and fees intended to support independent
assessment of monitoring information.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2009, chapter 295 amends the definition of "significant groundwater well" in the Natural Resources
Protection Act. It also clarifies three unallocated law provisions that address transition language and rule-making
requirements concerning public information meetings and fees intended to support independent assessment of
monitoring information.

LD 1282 An Act To Protect and Enhance Maine Marine Fisheries

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
DAMON ONTP

This bill:

1. Specifies that the Department of Environmental Protection may issue water quality certification for a dam used to

generate hydroelectric power only if the dam provides safe and effective passage for all diadromous fish indigenous
to the body of water on which the dam is located,

2. Provides that, for every day a safe and effective passage is not in effect, the owner of the dam may be fined not
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Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources
less than $1,000;

3. Authorizes the commencement of a civil action against any person, including any governmental instrumentality
or agency, who is alleged to be in violation of the requirement for dams to provide safe and effective passage for all
diadromous fish and authorizes a fine of up to $10,000 per day per violation;

4. Expands the grounds for which the Board of Environmental Protection may modify, revoke or suspend a license
to include that the licensed discharge or activity is causing a violation of the water quality classification system;

5. Authorizes a person to petition the Board of Environmental Protection to modify, revoke or suspend a license;
and

6. Directs the Board of Environmental Protection to modify the water quality certification of dams used to generate
hydroelectric power in the State to condition water quality certification on the agreement by the dam to provide safe
and effective passage for all diadromous fish species indigenous to the body of water on which the dam is located,
and within the historic ranges of those fish species, and to submit a license amendment application to the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission to incorporate that condition into the federal operating license for the dam.

LD 1310  Resolve, Relating to a Review of International Trade Agreements and RESOLVE 132
the Management of Groundwater Resources EMERGENCY
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
WEBSTER OTP-AM H-434
SHERMAN

This resolve establishes a commission to study the legal and policy implications of groundwater extraction in the
State and to recommend any changes to state law necessary to balance the State's interest in protecting the public
good and maintaining jurisdictional control over environmental impacts with protecting the rights of property
owners.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-434)

This amendment replaces the resolve and changes the title. The amendment directs the Water Resources Planning
Committee of the Land and Water Resources Council, in coordination with the Office of the Attorney General and
the Citizen Trade Policy Commission, to conduct an examination of the potential legal impacts of international trade
agreements on the State's ability to manage its groundwater resources. The examination may include a review and
assessment of property rights related to the ownership of groundwater, the various common law doctrines relating to
groundwater and issues related to natural resources other than groundwater, as those subjects relate to or impact
international trade agreement issues. The amendment authorizes outside funding accepted by the Citizen Trade
Policy Commission, pursuant to its current statutory authority to accept outside funding, to be used to contract with
experts in the field of international trade agreements. The amendment requires the Water Resources Planning
Committee, in coordination with the Office of the Attorney General and the Citizen Trade Policy Commission, to
submit a report related to the review to the Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources by January 1, 2010, and
the committee is authorized to report out legislation to the Second Regular Session of the 124th Legislature. The
amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section.

Enacted Law Summary

Resolve 2009, chapter 132 directs the Water Resources Planning Committee of the Land and Water Resources
Council, in coordination with the Office of the Attorney General and the Citizen Trade Policy Commission, to
conduct an examination of the potential legal impacts of international trade agreements on the State's ability to
manage its groundwater resources. The examination may include a review and assessment of property rights related
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