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STATE OF MAINE 
124rn LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

ENACTED LAWS 

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws summarizes all bills and adopted 
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the !24th Maine 
Legislature. 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee, and within each committee by LD number. 
The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill 
title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject index is included 
with each committee. The appendices include a summary of relevant session statistics, an index of all 
bills by LD number and an index of enacted laws by law type and chapter number. 

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various 
categories of final action are as follows: 

CARRIED OVER ....................................................... Carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature 
CON RES XX'X ............................................... Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE ............................... Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES ....................................................................... House & Senate disagree; bill died 
DIED IN CONCURRENCE ........... One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ................................................ Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 
EMERGENCY ........................................................................... Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ..................... Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote 
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ....................................................... Bil/failed to get majority vote 
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT. .................................. Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote 
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY. ...................... Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died 
INDEF PP ............................................................................................... Bill Indefinitely Postponed; bill died 
ONTP (or Accepted ONTP report) ............................................ Ought Not To Pass report accepted; bill died 
P&S XX'X ................ ................................................................... Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law 
PUBLIC XX'X ............................................................................................... Chapter # of enacted Public Law 
RESOLVE XX'X ...................................................................... ................... Chapter # of finally passed Resolve 
UNSIGNED ................................................................................................................... Bill held by Governor 
VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................... Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 124th 
Legislature is September 12, 2009. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure is 
specified in the enacted law summary for those bills. 



Joint Standing Committee on Insurance and Financial Services

8.  The law clarifies that the period of time after which interest is payable on an individual life insurance claim is 2 

months.

9.  The law clarifies that the Standard Nonforfeiture Law for Individual Deferred Annuities applies to certain group 

annuities. 

10.  The law provides for a 2nd election period for persons eligible for federal Consolidated Omnibus Reconciliation 

Act of 1985 coverage under state law.  

Public Law 2009, chapter 244 was enacted as an emergency measure effective June 3, 2009.

LD 1194 ONTPAn Act To Establish a Reinsurance Mechanism To Expand Health 

Insurance for Individuals and Groups

Sponsor(s)

ROSEN R ONTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill repeals the Maine Individual Reinsurance Association enacted as part of Public Law 2007, chapter 629 

because the funding source for the association was repealed by people's veto in November 2008.  The bill establishes 

the Health Insurance Individual and Small Group Reinsurance Fund to provide reimbursement of certain high-cost 

claims for persons covered under individual and small group health plans.  The fund would reimburse carriers for 

90% of claims paid between $25,000 and $75,000 for each enrollee covered by the carrier on a calendar year basis.

LD 1198 Carried OverAn Act To Reform Insurance Coverage To Include Diagnosis for 

Autism Spectrum Disorders

Sponsor(s)

BOWMAN

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill requires group health insurance policies, contracts and certificates covering fewer than 50 members to 

provide coverage for the diagnosis and treatment of autism spectrum disorders for persons 21 years of age and under.  

Initially, coverage is subject to a maximum annual benefit of $36,000 per year; beginning January 1, 2011, the 

maximum benefit must be adjusted annually for inflation using the medical care component of the United States 

Department of Labor Consumer Price Index.  The provisions of this bill apply to group policies, contracts and 

certificates issued or renewed on or after January 1, 2010.

LD 1198 has been carried over to the next special or regular session of the 124th Legislature pursuant to joint order, 

H.P. 1053.
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