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STATE OF MAINE

124™ LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND
ENACTED LAWS

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws summarizes all bills and adopted
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 124" Maine
Legislature.

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee, and within each committee by LD number.
The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill
title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject index is included
with each committee. The appendices include a summary of relevant session statistics, an index of all
bills by LD number and an index of enacted laws by law type and chapter number.

~ Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various
categories of final action are as follows:

CARRIED OVER....cccoiiiieiiiniiiincesnnnscse e Carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature
CON RES XXX ..ot Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE. ........ccovvvcecnannnn. Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died
DIED BETWEEN BODIES .........ooovoiiiiiiiiieeeiiv it House & Senate disagree; bill died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE ........... One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ........cuvveieeiiieeeeecrereveienin. Action incomplete when session ended; bill died
EMERGENCY ..ottt ettt Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE............cc..... Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE .....ccooovivviiiiviinieciiesreenenrens Bill failed to get majority vote
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT .....ccoovvevivnicieecrcnnnn, Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY. ... Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died
INDEF PP ..ottt ie st ies v et st ee st nne s Bill Indefinitely Postponed; bill died
ONTP (or Accepted ONTP report)...........ccccvvvvvcvcricranneaenens. Ought Not To Pass report accepted; bill died
PES XXX oottt e Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law
PUBLIC XXX ..ottt et Chapter # of enacted Public Law
RESOLVE XXX «..ooiie ettt ettt ettt s e Chapter # of finally passed Resolve
UNSIGNED ... ciiieitinietcrin e s e saesaesneesteseesesne s tsansssaassasssaresssssaseesstenserevssensassansaneanes Bill held by Governor
VETO SUSTAINED ... Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 124"
Legislature is September 12, 2009. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure is
specified in the enacted law summary for those bills.



Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety

LD 1177  An Act To Establish the Maine Emergency Services Institute

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted

JT. RULE 309

This bill establishes the Maine Emergency Services Institute to provide core and specialized training to first
responders in multiple areas related to fire safety, public safety and emergency management. The Board of
Directors of the Maine Emergency Services Institute is charged with developing a plan for the physical
establishment of institute facilities by December 31, 2014, developing a funding plan including application for
federal funds and developing training programs. The institute is partially funded by 20¢ from the E-9-1-1 surcharge
and the redirection of funding that currently goes to the Maine Fire Training and Education Program.

Permission to carry over LD 1177 was denied. Pursuant to Joint Rule 309, the bill was taken from committee
without a vote.

LD 1187 An Act To Allow the Sale and Use of Consumer Fireworks

INDEF PP

DIED IN

CONCURRENCE

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
GOOLEY ONTP MAJ
OTP-AM MIN

This bill removes the prohibition on the sale and use of consumer fireworks and establishes a licensing protocol for
sellers of consumer fireworks. A seller of consumer fireworks must have a federal and state license and a permit
from a municipality. A municipality may adopt an ordinance that allows or prohibits the sale, use or possession of
consumer fireworks. A seller of consumer fireworks must be 21 years of age or older and may not have been
convicted or found in violation of any state, federal or municipal law, rule or ordinance concerning fireworks or
explosives. Consumer fireworks must be stored in a building exclusively used for the storage and sale of fireworks
that has met all applicable fire safety, building and zoning codes and municipal ordinances. The Commissioner of
Public Safety may adopt rules relative to the use, storage, transportation and display of consumer fireworks. A seller
of consumer fireworks may not use misleading advertising and must warn consumers in any advertising to check
with the local fire department to see if consumer fireworks are allowed in the community. A person who violates the
provisions of this bill is liable for any bodily injury or property damage that results and cannot use certain civil
defenses. A violation of the provisions of this bill may result in the seizure of and suspension of a license to sell
consumer fireworks and is a Class E crime.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-244)

This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, clarifies that a law enforcement officer as defined
by the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 25, section 2801-A, subsection 5 may enforce any violation of the law related to
consumer fireworks rather than only a state or municipal law enforcement officer.
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