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STATE OF MAINE 
124rn LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

ENACTED LAWS 

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws summarizes all bills and adopted 
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the !24th Maine 
Legislature. 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee, and within each committee by LD number. 
The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill 
title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject index is included 
with each committee. The appendices include a summary of relevant session statistics, an index of all 
bills by LD number and an index of enacted laws by law type and chapter number. 

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various 
categories of final action are as follows: 

CARRIED OVER ....................................................... Carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature 
CON RES XX'X ............................................... Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE ............................... Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES ....................................................................... House & Senate disagree; bill died 
DIED IN CONCURRENCE ........... One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ................................................ Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 
EMERGENCY ........................................................................... Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ..................... Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote 
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ....................................................... Bil/failed to get majority vote 
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT. .................................. Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote 
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY. ...................... Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died 
INDEF PP ............................................................................................... Bill Indefinitely Postponed; bill died 
ONTP (or Accepted ONTP report) ............................................ Ought Not To Pass report accepted; bill died 
P&S XX'X ................ ................................................................... Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law 
PUBLIC XX'X ............................................................................................... Chapter # of enacted Public Law 
RESOLVE XX'X ...................................................................... ................... Chapter # of finally passed Resolve 
UNSIGNED ................................................................................................................... Bill held by Governor 
VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................... Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 124th 
Legislature is September 12, 2009. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure is 
specified in the enacted law summary for those bills. 



Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources

LD 363 ONTPAn Act To Allow State Agencies To Acquire and Sell Carbon Credits 

under the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative

Sponsor(s)

TRAHAN ONTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill requires the Department of Environmental Protection to include in the rules governing the regional 

greenhouse gas initiative provisions for the buying and selling of carbon dioxide emissions allowances by state 

agencies.

LD 367 RESOLVE 54Resolve, To Convene a Work Group To Design and Implement a 

Statewide Disposable Checkout Bag Reduction Campaign, with 

Benchmarks

Sponsor(s)

NUTTING J OTP-AM

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

S-97

This bill requires retailers to charge 10 cents for each plastic bag used by customers.  The funds must be remitted to 

the Department of Environmental Protection and deposited into the Waste Reduction and Recycling Loan Fund 

under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 10, section 1023-G.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-97)

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve.  The resolve requires the Executive Department, State Planning 

Office to establish a work group consisting of agencies, organizations and businesses for the purpose of reducing the 

distribution of disposable checkout bags. The work group is charged with assessing recycling infrastructure 

capacities, developing language for a memorandum of understanding with goals and benchmarks for reducing the 

use of disposable checkout bags, designing a statewide promotional campaign and identifying funding sources.  The 

work group is directed to submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources, and the committee 

is authorized to report out legislation relating to the report.

Enacted Law Summary

Resolve 2009, chapter 54 requires the Executive Department, State Planning Office to establish a work group 

consisting of agencies, organizations and businesses for the purpose of reducing the distribution of disposable 

checkout bags. The work group is charged with assessing recycling infrastructure capacities, developing language 

for a memorandum of understanding with goals and benchmarks for reducing the use of disposable checkout bags, 

designing a statewide promotional campaign and identifying funding sources.  The work group is directed to submit 

a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources, and the committee is authorized to report out 

legislation relating to the report.
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