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STATE OF MAINE

124™ LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND
ENACTED LAWS

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws summarizes all bills and adopted
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 124" Maine
Legislature.

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee, and within each committee by LD number.
The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill
title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject index is included
with each committee. The appendices include a summary of relevant session statistics, an index of all
bills by LD number and an index of enacted laws by law type and chapter number.

~ Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various
categories of final action are as follows:

CARRIED OVER....cccoiiiieiiiniiiincesnnnscse e Carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature
CON RES XXX ..ot Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE. ........ccovvvcecnannnn. Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died
DIED BETWEEN BODIES .........ooovoiiiiiiiiieeeiiv it House & Senate disagree; bill died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE ........... One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ........cuvveieeiiieeeeecrereveienin. Action incomplete when session ended; bill died
EMERGENCY ..ottt ettt Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE............cc..... Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE .....ccooovivviiiiviinieciiesreenenrens Bill failed to get majority vote
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT .....ccoovvevivnicieecrcnnnn, Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY. ... Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died
INDEF PP ..ottt ie st ies v et st ee st nne s Bill Indefinitely Postponed; bill died
ONTP (or Accepted ONTP report)...........ccccvvvvvcvcricranneaenens. Ought Not To Pass report accepted; bill died
PES XXX oottt e Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law
PUBLIC XXX ..ottt et Chapter # of enacted Public Law
RESOLVE XXX «..ooiie ettt ettt ettt s e Chapter # of finally passed Resolve
UNSIGNED ... ciiieitinietcrin e s e saesaesneesteseesesne s tsansssaassasssaresssssaseesstenserevssensassansaneanes Bill held by Governor
VETO SUSTAINED ... Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 124"
Legislature is September 12, 2009. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure is
specified in the enacted law summary for those bills.



Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs

This amendment also allows a school administrative unit that is granted a delay until July 1, 2010 to continue to
function as a school administrative unit, including entering into contracts and incurring bonding obligations. Upon
commencement of operation as a regional school unit, the regional school unit must assume the outstanding
indebtedness of all the member school administrative units in accordance with its revised reorganization plan.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2009, chapter 455 delays any financial penalties imposed on a school administrative unit for
nonconformance with the laws governing the reorganization of school administrative units until the fiscal year that
begins on July 1, 2010.

Public Law 2009, chapter 455 was enacted as an emergency measure effective June 19, 2009.

LD 318 An Act Regarding Rockport College P&S9
EMERGENCY
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
WELSH OTP-AM H-48
RECTOR

This bill renames Rockport College Maine Media College and authorizes it to confer the degree of Master of Fine
Arts upon students in accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 10704 based on the
recommendation of the State Board of Education.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-48)

This amendment authorizes Rockport College, which was renamed Maine Media College in the bill, to confer
degrees until June 30, 2010. Additional legislation is likely to be introduced to the Second Regular Session of the
124th Legislature to continue the college's degree-granting authority beyond the June 2010 date. The bill is an
emergency because the school needs authorization to grant current students degrees from a state-approved
institution. State authorization is also needed for students to receive federal financial aid.

Enacted Law Summary

Private and Special Law 2009, chapter 9 renames Rockport College Maine Media College. It authorizes Rockport
College to confer degrees until June 30, 2010.

Private and Special Law 2009, chapter 9 was enacted as an emergency measure effective April 17, 2009.

LD 352 An Act To Encourage Veterinary Practice in Maine Carried Over
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MITCHELL E S-258

This bill establishes the Maine School of Veterinary Medicine Loan Program, similar to the Maine Dental Education
Loan Program. The program would create 3 slots per year for veterinary students or persons eligible for licensure as
a veterinarian to apply for a loan repayment program through the Finance Authority of Maine. The program would
promote veterinarian practice for large animals. The bill creates the Advisory Committee on Veterinary Medical
Education to work with the Chief Executive Officer of the Finance Authority of Maine to evaluate and improve the
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Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs

program.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-258)

This amendment replaces the bill while preserving its intent. It establishes the Maine Veterinary Medicine Loan
Program. The program would establish 2 forgivable loans per year for veterinary students through the Finance
Authority of Maine. The program would promote veterinarian practice for livestock in areas that are insufficiently
served. The amendment deletes references to veterinarian positions in the Access to Medical Education Program.
The amendment also adds an appropriations and allocations section.

This bill was carried over to any special or regular session of the 124th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053.

LD 357 An Act To Require the Teaching of Acadian History as Part of Maine ACCEPTED ONTP
History REPORT
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
JACKSON ONTP MAJ
OTP-AM MIN

This bill amends the law governing instruction in history in public schools to require the inclusion of Acadian
history as a component of Maine history.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-199)

This amendment is the minority report of the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs. It
requires the study of Franco-American history instead of Acadian history. The amendment also adds an
appropriations and allocations section to the bill.

LD 358 Resolve, Requiring the Department of Education To Amend Rules ONTP
Relating to School Construction

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
MILLS P ONTP

This resolve requires the Department of Education to amend its rules relating to school construction eligibility and
approval process for state funding.

LD 364 An Act To Eliminate Schools' Responsibility for Transportation of DIED IN
Preschool Students CONCURRENCE
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
WESTON ONTP MAIJ
OTP-AM MIN
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