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STATE OF MAINE 
124rn LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

ENACTED LAWS 

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws summarizes all bills and adopted 
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the !24th Maine 
Legislature. 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee, and within each committee by LD number. 
The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill 
title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject index is included 
with each committee. The appendices include a summary of relevant session statistics, an index of all 
bills by LD number and an index of enacted laws by law type and chapter number. 

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various 
categories of final action are as follows: 

CARRIED OVER ....................................................... Carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature 
CON RES XX'X ............................................... Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE ............................... Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES ....................................................................... House & Senate disagree; bill died 
DIED IN CONCURRENCE ........... One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ................................................ Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 
EMERGENCY ........................................................................... Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ..................... Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote 
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ....................................................... Bil/failed to get majority vote 
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT. .................................. Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote 
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY. ...................... Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died 
INDEF PP ............................................................................................... Bill Indefinitely Postponed; bill died 
ONTP (or Accepted ONTP report) ............................................ Ought Not To Pass report accepted; bill died 
P&S XX'X ................ ................................................................... Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law 
PUBLIC XX'X ............................................................................................... Chapter # of enacted Public Law 
RESOLVE XX'X ...................................................................... ................... Chapter # of finally passed Resolve 
UNSIGNED ................................................................................................................... Bill held by Governor 
VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................... Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 124th 
Legislature is September 12, 2009. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure is 
specified in the enacted law summary for those bills. 



Joint Standing Committee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife

LD 179 PUBLIC 146An Act To Clarify Expenditures and the Use of Department-generated 

Revenues within the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife

Sponsor(s)

BRYANT B OTP-AM

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

S-96

LD 179 provides that money received by the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife from the sale, lease or 

rental of department-owned property or products must be deposited into the program account that originally 

expended funds for that property.  It also establishes the Warden Service Aircraft Fund to fund the purchase and 

maintenance of aviation equipment.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-96)

This amendment clarifies that the Warden Service Aircraft Fund can be used for operational expenses.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2009, chapter 146 provides that money received by the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 

from the sale, lease or rental of department-owned property or products must be deposited into the program account 

that originally expended funds for that property.  It also establishes the Warden Service Aircraft Fund to fund the 

purchase and maintenance of aviation equipment.

LD 225 RESOLVE 107Resolve, To Provide for the Long-term Funding of Programs of the 

Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife

Sponsor(s)

TRAHAN OTP-AM

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

S-201

LD 225 is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208.  It proposes to amend the Constitution of Maine, Article 9, 

Section 22 to provide for the segregation and protection of funding for those programs administered by the 

Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife that are not related to hunting, fishing or trapping.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-201)

This amendment replaces the resolution and directs the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to consult with 

hunting and fishing groups, environmental and conservation groups and other interested parties to identify long-term 

funding sources for the department other than the revenues currently realized by the department and to develop 

language and a strategy for amending the Constitution of Maine to protect funding for those programs administered 

by the department that are not related to hunting, fishing or trapping.  It also requires the Department of Inland 

Fisheries and Wildlife to report its findings and recommendations to the Joint Standing Committee on Inland 

Fisheries and Wildlife by January 5, 2010 and authorizes that committee to submit legislation to the Second Regular 

Session of the 124th Legislature regarding matters contained in the report.

Enacted Law Summary

Resolve 2009, chapter 107 directs the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to consult with hunting and 

fishing groups, environmental and conservation groups and other interested parties to identify long-term funding 

sources for the department other than the revenues currently realized by the department and to develop language and 
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Joint Standing Committee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife

a strategy for amending the Constitution of Maine to protect funding for those programs administered by the 

department that are not related to hunting, fishing or trapping.  It also requires the Department of Inland Fisheries 

and Wildlife to report its findings and recommendations to the Joint Standing Committee on Inland Fisheries and 

Wildlife by January 5, 2010 and authorizes that committee to submit legislation to the Second Regular Session of the 

124th Legislature regarding matters contained in the report.

LD 241 ACCEPTED ONTP 

REPORT
An Act To Create an Additional Hunting Season for Bear

Sponsor(s)

JACKSON ONTP    MAJ

OTP-AM    MIN

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

LD 241 is a concept draft pursuant to Joint Rule 208.  This bill proposes to establish an additional open hunting 

season for bear to be held in the spring.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-48)

This amendment is the minority report of the committee and turns the bill into a resolve directing the Commissioner 

of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to create a spring bear hunting season by rule.

LD 244 RESOLVE 38Resolve, To Ensure Transparency in Funding Certain Programs within 

the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife

Sponsor(s)

TRAHAN OTP-AM

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

S-65

LD 244 directs the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to identify programs and functions within the 

Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife that are not directly related to an activity that requires a license, permit 

or registration issued by the department and to develop a plan to create a new division within the department to 

house those programs and functions.  It also provides that the commissioner shall develop draft legislation to 

implement the plan and to specify that funding for the new division must come from General Fund revenues not 

subject to the Constitution of Maine, Article IX, Section 22. The plan and draft legislation must be submitted to the 

Joint Standing Committee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife no later than 20 days from the effective date of this 

resolve.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-65)

This amendment replaces the resolve and requires the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to develop a 

methodology to articulate how Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife activities have benefited the general 

public and to determine what the general public expects from the department.  The methodology must also allow the 

department to readily determine any new financial requirements or mandates on the department that require 

expenditures by the department that are not funded by the General Fund other than money subject to the Constitution 

of Maine, Article IX, Section 22 or by other special revenues or federal funds.  It also requires the Commissioner of 

Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to report the methodology to the Joint Standing Committee on Inland Fisheries and 

Wildlife by January 5, 2010.

Enacted Law Summary
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