MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from electronic originals

(may include minor formatting differences from printed original)




STATE OF MAINE
124™ LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

Summaries of bills, adopted amendments and laws enacted or finally passed during
the First Regular Session of the 124™ Maine Legislature coming from the

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON LABOR

July 2009

MEMBERS:

TROY DALE JACKSON, CHAIR
SEN. STAN GERZOFSKY

SEN. PETER MILLS

REP. JOHN L. TUTTLE, JR., CHAIR

REP. HERBERT E. CLARK

ReP. TIMOTHY E. DRISCOLL

REP. ANNA D. BLODGETT

STAFE: REP. STEVEN J. BUTTERFIELD
CAROLYN RUSSO, LEGISLATIVE ANALYST REP. PAUL E. GILBERT
OFFICE OF POLICY AND LEGAL ANALYSIS REP. ANDRE E. CUSHING |11
13 STATE HOUSE STATION REP. JAMES MICHAEL HAMPER
AUGUSTA, ME 04333 REP. MICHAEL D. THIBODEAU
(207) 287-1670 REP. BRUCE A. BICKFORD



STATE OF MAINE

124™ LEGISLATURE
FIRST REGULAR SESSION

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND
ENACTED LAWS

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws summarizes all bills and adopted
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the 124" Maine
Legislature.

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee, and within each committee by LD number.
The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill
title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject index is included
with each committee. The appendices include a summary of relevant session statistics, an index of all
bills by LD number and an index of enacted laws by law type and chapter number.

~ Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various
categories of final action are as follows:

CARRIED OVER....cccoiiiieiiiniiiincesnnnscse e Carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature
CON RES XXX ..ot Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE. ........ccovvvcecnannnn. Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died
DIED BETWEEN BODIES .........ooovoiiiiiiiiieeeiiv it House & Senate disagree; bill died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE ........... One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ........cuvveieeiiieeeeecrereveienin. Action incomplete when session ended; bill died
EMERGENCY ..ottt ettt Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE............cc..... Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE .....ccooovivviiiiviinieciiesreenenrens Bill failed to get majority vote
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT .....ccoovvevivnicieecrcnnnn, Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY. ... Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died
INDEF PP ..ottt ie st ies v et st ee st nne s Bill Indefinitely Postponed; bill died
ONTP (or Accepted ONTP report)...........ccccvvvvvcvcricranneaenens. Ought Not To Pass report accepted; bill died
PES XXX oottt e Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law
PUBLIC XXX ..ottt et Chapter # of enacted Public Law
RESOLVE XXX «..ooiie ettt ettt ettt s e Chapter # of finally passed Resolve
UNSIGNED ... ciiieitinietcrin e s e saesaesneesteseesesne s tsansssaassasssaresssssaseesstenserevssensassansaneanes Bill held by Governor
VETO SUSTAINED ... Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 124"
Legislature is September 12, 2009. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure is
specified in the enacted law summary for those bills.



Joint Standing Committee on Labor
logging equipment for any temporary alien worker, not just nonagricultural temporary laborers.

Public Law 2009, chapter 201 was enacted as an emergency measure effective May 26, 2009.

LD 176 An Act To Equitably Adjust the Workers' Compensation Board's PUBLIC 109
Assessment
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
BARTLETT OTP

This bill requires the Workers' Compensation Board to use collections that exceed the maximum assessment by more
than 10% to reduce the assessment on insured employers.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2009, chapter 109 requires the Workers' Compensation Board to use collections that exceed the
maximum assessment by more than 10% to reduce the assessment on insured employers.

LD 192 An Act To Index the State Minimum Wage to Inflation Carried Over
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
TUTTLE
GERZOFSKY

This bill provides for the state minimum hourly wage to be adjusted for inflation beginning January 1, 2010 and
annually thereafter. The bill requires the Department of Labor to calculate the inflation-adjusted minimum hourly
wage based on changes in the consumer price index and to exclude from the calculation any month in which the
State's unemployment rate exceeds the national unemployment rate.

This bill is carried over to any special or regular session of the 124th Legislature by joint order, H.P. 1053.

LD 292 An Act To Restore Equity to the Maine Public Employees Retirement ACCEPTED ONTP
System REPORT
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
SCHATZ ONTP MAJ
DAMON OTP-AM MIN

The Maine Public Employees Retirement System currently contains 2 separate benefit structures based upon the
status of participants on July 1, 1993. Part A of this bill:

1. Reduces the early retirement reduction factor from 6% to 3% for employees who were already employed in a
position that is covered under the State Employee and Teacher Retirement Program, the Legislative Retirement
Program or the Judicial Retirement Program on July 1, 1993, and only those employees who do not have the option
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