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STATE OF MAINE 
124rn LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

ENACTED LAWS 

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws summarizes all bills and adopted 
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the First Regular Session of the !24th Maine 
Legislature. 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee, and within each committee by LD number. 
The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill 
title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject index is included 
with each committee. The appendices include a summary of relevant session statistics, an index of all 
bills by LD number and an index of enacted laws by law type and chapter number. 

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various 
categories of final action are as follows: 

CARRIED OVER ....................................................... Carried over to a subsequent session of the Legislature 
CON RES XX'X ............................................... Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE ............................... Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES ....................................................................... House & Senate disagree; bill died 
DIED IN CONCURRENCE ........... One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ................................................ Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 
EMERGENCY ........................................................................... Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ..................... Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote 
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ....................................................... Bil/failed to get majority vote 
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT. .................................. Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote 
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY. ...................... Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died 
INDEF PP ............................................................................................... Bill Indefinitely Postponed; bill died 
ONTP (or Accepted ONTP report) ............................................ Ought Not To Pass report accepted; bill died 
P&S XX'X ................ ................................................................... Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law 
PUBLIC XX'X ............................................................................................... Chapter # of enacted Public Law 
RESOLVE XX'X ...................................................................... ................... Chapter # of finally passed Resolve 
UNSIGNED ................................................................................................................... Bill held by Governor 
VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................... Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Regular Session of the 124th 
Legislature is September 12, 2009. The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure is 
specified in the enacted law summary for those bills. 



Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2009, chapter 6 allows a municipality greater flexibility to disburse state fees to the State by reducing 

municipal processing requirements.  This will encourage timely disbursing of state fees to the Department of the 

Secretary of State, Bureau of Motor Vehicles.

LD 142 P & S 2An Act To Revise the Boundary between the City of Waterville and the 

Town of Oakland

Sponsor(s)

NUTTING R

MARRACHE

OTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill revises the boundary line between the City of Waterville and the Town of Oakland.

Enacted Law Summary

Private & Special Law 2009, chapter 2 revises the boundary line between the City of Waterville and the Town of 

Oakland.

LD 143 ONTPAn Act To Amend the Process for Secession from a County by a 

Municipality

Sponsor(s)

ROBINSON

DIAMOND

ONTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill removes the requirement that a municipality seeking to secede from one county to join another share a 

border with the county the municipality wishes to join.

LD 144 DIED BETWEEN 

HOUSES
RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution of Maine 

To Reduce the Size of the Legislature

Sponsor(s)

FLOOD ONTP    MAJ

OTP-AM    MIN

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

H-135

This bill is a resolution proposing to amend the Constitution of Maine to reduce the size of the House of 

Representatives from 151 members to 115 members and the size of the Senate from no more than 35 members to no 

more than 31 members.  Under the resolution, the proposal would be presented to the voters for their approval in 

November 2010, and after voter approval the Legislature that convenes in 2011 would submit a reapportionment 

plan to implement the reduction in the size of the Legislature.  The reduction in the size of each legislative body 

takes effect in 2013.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-135)
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Joint Standing Committee on State and Local Government

This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, reduces the size of the House of Representatives to 

131 members rather than the 115 members in the constitutional resolution.  It also removes from the resolution the 

proposed changes to the size of the Senate so that the Senate would remain at an odd number of Senators between 31 

and 35.

House Amendment "A" To Committee Amendment "A" (H-252)

This amendment provides for a reduction in the size of the House of Representatives for the Legislature that 

convenes in 2015 and thereafter, rather than for the Legislature that convenes in 2013 and thereafter, as provided in 

the resolution.  This would allow for the redistricting to take place at the next regularly scheduled reapportionment 

in 2013.

LD 194 ACCEPTED ONTP 

REPORT
An Act To Require an Independent Audit of State Government Every 4 

Years

Sponsor(s)

CEBRA ONTP    MAJ

OTP-AM    MIN

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill requires the State Controller within the Department of Administrative and Financial Services to contract 

with an independent auditor to conduct a single fiscal year financial audit of State Government every 4 years 

beginning in 2010.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-13)

This amendment, which is the minority report, adds an appropriations and allocations section to the bill.

LD 209 PUBLIC 30An Act To Abolish the Intergovernmental Advisory Commission

Sponsor(s)

HAYES OTP

Committee Report Amendments Adopted

This bill abolishes the Intergovernmental Advisory Commission.

Enacted Law Summary

Public Law 2009, chapter 30 abolishes the Intergovernmental Advisory Commission.

LD 210 ACCEPTED ONTP 

REPORT
An Act To Change the Name of Columbus Day to Heritage Day

Sponsor(s)

CASAVANT

HOBBINS

ONTP    MAJ

OTP    MIN

Committee Report Amendments Adopted
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