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STATE OF MAINE

123 LEGISLATURE
SECOND REGULAR & FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND
ENACTED LAWS

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws summarizes all bills and adopted
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the Second Regular or First Special Sessions
of the 123" Maine Legislature.

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee, and within each committee by LD number.
The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill
title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject index is included
with each committee. The appendices include a summary of relevant session statistics, an imndex of all
bills by LD number and an index of enacted laws by law type and chapter number.

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various
categories of final action are as follows:

CON RES XXX ..o Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE ........c.c.occoooeiii, Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died
DIED BETWEEN BODIES ... .....ccoiiiiiiiiiiiii it House & Senate disagree; bill died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE. ............ One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ..o Action incomplete when session ended, bill died
EMERGENCY . ...cooiiiiiiiiiei i Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ...........c......... Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE. ..ot Bill failed to get majority vote
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT ..., Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY .................... Ruled out of order by the presiding officers, bill died
INDEF PP .o e Bill Indefinitely Postponed, bill died
ONTP (or Accepted ONTP report)..........c.o.occooiiiiiiiiiia. Ought Not To Pass report accepted; bill died
P&S XXX oo Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law
PUBLIC XXX o e e Chapter # of enacted Public Law
RESOLVE XXX oottt ettt Chapter # of finally passed Resolve
UNSIGNED ..o Bill held by Governor
VETO SUSTAINED ... Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the Second Regular Session (R2) is
June 30, 2008. The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Special Session (S1)
is July 18, 2008." The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure is specified in the
enacted law summary for those bills. Any bill summarized in this document having an LD number less
than 1932 was a bill carried over from the First Regular Session of the 123™ Legislature.

"The session in which each law was enacted or finally passed (R2 or S1) is included in Appendix C.



Joint Standing Committee on Labor

This amendment changes the reference to the committee of jurisdiction and clarifies that certain records obtained by the
Department of the Attorney General in conducting its study may be kept confidential pursuant to law.

Enacted Law Summary

LD 2285 An Act To Implement the Recommendations of a Task Force Convened To PUBLIC 664
Evaluate and Recommend Revisions Regarding the Statutory Definition of
"Service Dog"

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
OTP-AM MAJ H-943 ‘
] ONTP  MIN ] $-598  STRIMLING

This bill implements the recommendations of the task force convened by the Commissioner of Labor to evaluate and
recommend, among other things, revisions to the definition of "service dog" pursuant to Resolve 2007, chapter 96.

The bill defines "service animal" as animals determined necessary for individuals with both physical and mental
disabilities. The bill replaces the current statutory terms "guide dog," "trained dog" and "personal care dog" with the new
term "service animal" or "service dog."

The bill clarifies the procedures and criteria for licensing a service dog with a municpality.

The bill amends the Maine Human Rights Act by adding language protecting the use of service animals in housing and in
public. It also increases the maximum fine for misrepresentation of a service animal from $100 to $500.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-943)

This amendment clarifies the definition of "service animal” by stating it "must be necessary to mitigate the effects of a
physical or mental disability" as determined by a medical professional or is an animal "individually trained to do work or
perform tasks for the benefit of an individual with a physical or mental disability."

It further amends the bill by striking out references to the mentally disabled in sections of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title
17, chapter 47, subchapter 2.

Senate Amendment "A" (S-598)

This amendment retains reference to the mentally disabled in sections of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 17, chapter 47,
subchapter 2.

Enacted Law Summary
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Joint Standing Committee on Labor

LD 2318 Resolve, To Appoint Members to and Establish Terms for the Workers' RESOLVE 208
Compensation Board
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
TUTTLE S-625  STRIMLING

This resolve does the following:

1. Requires the employer and labor organizations designated in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 39-A, section 151,
subsection 1 to each submit to the Governor, no later than July 20, 2008, a list of no fewer than 12 names of proposed
board members to the Workers' Compensation Board;

2. Requires the Governor to nominate, by February 1, 2009, 3 management representatives and 3 labor representatives to
serve on the Workers' Compensation Board;

mpensation Board representing management and labor to resign their

3. Requires incumbent members of the Workers' C
2009;
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0
positions on the board effeciive no later March 1, 20

4. Establishes the conditions under which incumbent members of the board may be appointed under this resolve; and

5. Establishes the terms of the members appointed to the Workers' Compensation Board pursuant to this resolve.
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Senate Amendment "A" (5-625)

This amendment specifies that the employer and labor organizations designated to submit names of proposed board
members each submit 3 lists of no fewer than 4 names, rather than one list of no fewer than 12 names as proposed in the
bill.

Enacted Law Summary
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