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STATE OF MAINE 
123RD LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR & FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

ENACTED LAWS 

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws summarizes all bills and adopted 
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the Second Regular or First Special Sessions 
of the 123r<l Maine Legislature. 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee, and within each committee by LD number. 
The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill 
title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject index is included 
with each committee. The appendices include a summary of relevant session statistics, an index of all 
bills by LD number and an index of enacted laws by law type and chapter number. 

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various 
categories of final action are as follows: 

CON RES XXX... ............................. Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO A GREE .... .......................... Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES..... . ........................................... House & Senate disagree; bill died 
DIED IN CONCURRENCE ........... One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT. .................................... Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 
EMERGENCY.......................... . ........................................... Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ..................... Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote 
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE. ................................................... Bill failed to get majority vote 
FAILED MANDA TE ENACTMENT........... . ... Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote 
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY.. .. Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died 
IN DEF PP.............................. . ... .................... Bill Indefinitely Postponed; bill died 
ONTP (or Accepted ONTP report) .......... Ought Not To Pass report accepted; bill died 
P&S XXX .......................... Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law 
PUBLIC XXX......... . ............................................. ...... Chapter# of enacted Public Law 
RESOLVE XXX. ............ ................................. Chapter# offinally passed Resolve 
UNSIGNED .................................................................................................................... Bill held by Governor 
VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................... Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the Second Regular Session (R2) is 
June 30, 2008. The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Special Session (SI) 
is July 18, 2008. 1 The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure is specified in the 
enacted law summary for those bills. Any bill summarized in this document having an LD number less 
than 1932 was a bill carried over from the First Regular Session of the 123r<l Legislature. 

1 The session m which each law was enacted or finally passed (R2 or S 1) is included in Appendix C. 



Joint Standing Committee on Utilities and Energy 

provide service in this State unless the telephone utility provides satisfactory evidence that the telephone utility has at least 
$250,000 in fixed assets in this State or the telephone utility purchases and maintains a surety bond in the amount of 
$250,000 to ensure it has the financial ability to meet its obligations under the utility laws. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public La~ 2007, chapter 638 prohibits a local-0r intrastate interexchange carrier of telecommunications services from 
initiating a change of a custom~r's .carrierwithout.the.~ustomer's expr~ss authorization. The law.also requires the Public 
Advocate to info111t. telephone.customers about consumer ligµts .an,d protections related to an unauthorized change of 

' :,", ', ',, ' ' ",,, ,, } 

111Ul~'V alio pro{i~iilhe Public {Jtilities Commiss!onfroi~at1tihg appr?val for a ~l~ph<me utility n(}t currently . 
autho~~ to r,rovid~ sel"Vice in this Stateto~isli service in any nlUllicipaHtyin which miothertelephone uti!ityis 
furnishing service unk~s~ the telepho11e utili1Y:feeking apl)r()vai: (1) p~~des s~tisfactory.evi~e~ce thahfliasa!least' · .·. < , 
$2$0,00pin fi,-~~ .assetsjnthisState or <2jpurchases an.dniain~a surety bond in the alllODllt:of $250r000t() ensure it••.··· 
has the flllatlci# abilityt() tneet its oblig~tions?underthe utility"1a\\\TS, .· . . . . . . . ·. . 

LD 2279 An Act To Ensure Equitable Payment for E-9-1-1 Services 

Sponsor(s) 

MITCHELL 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

S-580 

PUBLIC 622 
EMERGENCY 

This bill requires a municipality that does not have a public safety answering point to contract with another entity, which 
may be the Department of Public Safety, for receiving 9-1-1 calls and dispatching emergency services. The bill provides 
that if a municipality fails to contract for these services, the Department of Public Safety is required to act as the public 
safety answering point and the municipality is required to pay the department for those services. This bill also requires the 
Maine Communications System Policy Board within the Department of Public Safety to set by rule the fees the department 
charges municipalities for acting as a public safety answering point. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-580) 

This amendment removes that portion of the bill that directs the Maine Communications System Policy Board within the 
Department of Public Safety to set by rule the fees the department charges municipalities for public safety answering point 
services provided by the department. Instead, the amendment directs the Public Utilities Commission to establish these 
fees in an adjudicatory proceeding. The amendment also adds a mandate preamble to the bill. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2007 $diapter 6221requires a municipality that does not have a public safety answering pofot to contract wtth 
another entity, which may be the Department of Public Safety, for receiving 9-1-1 calls and dispatching emergency 
servi~es .. T!!e la~ provides thatifa munkipality fails t(:l ~ontract for these s~ices~ the Department of Public Safety 
required to act ~the publicsafety answering point and the municipalityis required to pay the department for those 
services.·• The law also directs the :PublicUtilities Commission to establish, .in an acijuditatory proceeding, the fees that 
municipalitiesJhat contract with the Department of Public Safety must pay for public safety answering point services and 
dispatch services provided by the department. 

Public Law 2007, chapter 622 was enacted as an emergency measure effective April .15, 2008: 
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