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STATE OF MAINE

123 LEGISLATURE
SECOND REGULAR & FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND
ENACTED LAWS

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws summarizes all bills and adopted
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the Second Regular or First Special Sessions
of the 123" Maine Legislature.

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee, and within each committee by LD number.
The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill
title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject index is included
with each committee. The appendices include a summary of relevant session statistics, an imndex of all
bills by LD number and an index of enacted laws by law type and chapter number.

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various
categories of final action are as follows:

CON RES XXX ..o Chapter # of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO AGREE ........c.c.occoooeiii, Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died
DIED BETWEEN BODIES ... .....ccoiiiiiiiiiiiii it House & Senate disagree; bill died
DIED IN CONCURRENCE. ............ One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT ..o Action incomplete when session ended, bill died
EMERGENCY . ...cooiiiiiiiiiei i Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ...........c......... Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE. ..ot Bill failed to get majority vote
FAILED MANDATE ENACTMENT ..., Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY .................... Ruled out of order by the presiding officers, bill died
INDEF PP .o e Bill Indefinitely Postponed, bill died
ONTP (or Accepted ONTP report)..........c.o.occooiiiiiiiiiia. Ought Not To Pass report accepted; bill died
P&S XXX oo Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law
PUBLIC XXX o e e Chapter # of enacted Public Law
RESOLVE XXX oottt ettt Chapter # of finally passed Resolve
UNSIGNED ..o Bill held by Governor
VETO SUSTAINED ... Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the Second Regular Session (R2) is
June 30, 2008. The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Special Session (S1)
is July 18, 2008." The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure is specified in the
enacted law summary for those bills. Any bill summarized in this document having an LD number less
than 1932 was a bill carried over from the First Regular Session of the 123™ Legislature.

"The session in which each law was enacted or finally passed (R2 or S1) is included in Appendix C.



Joint Standing Committee on Taxation

LD 2228 Resolve, To Provide a Rebate of Diesel Fuel Taxes Paid by Maine's Forest DIED ON
Products Industry ADJOURNMENT
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
SCHNEIDER OTP-AM MAJ H-981 PIOTTI
ONTP MIN 500

This resolve provides a rebate of taxes paid from January 1, 2008 to April 30, 2008 on diesel fuel used by vehicles
carrying forest products.

Committee Amendment "A" (S-522)

This amendment clarifies that the tax refund applies only to special fuel used to transport forest products to and from a mill
and provides administrative details to facilitate the processing of refunds.

House Amendment "A" (H-981) to Committee Amendment "A"

This amendment provides funding from the General Fund for the refunds. It also removes the emergency preamble and
clause.

This bill was placed on the Special Appropriations Table and died on adjournment.

LD 2229 An Act To Expand the Economic Development Benefit of Tax Increment ONTP
Financing in Counties That Include Unorganized Territories

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
RAYE ONTP

This bill allows a development program for a development district or tax increment financing district located within the
unorganized territory of a county to fund the development activity for that county.

See also LLDs 2154 and 2251.

LD 2251 An Act To Establish Municipal Cost Components for Unorganized PUBLIC 636
Territory Services To Be Rendered in Fiscal Year 2008-09 and To Require EMERGENCY
Notation of Tax Enhancement Programs Approved by the County
Commissioners

Sponsor(s) l Commnittee Report | Amendments Adopted
OTP-AM H-920

This bill establishes municipal cost components for state and county services provided to the unorganized territory that
would be paid for by a municipality. The municipal cost components constitute the property tax for the unorganized
territory.

In addition, this bill requires that the fiscal administrator of the unorganized territory include in both the report and
proposed legislation submitted annually to the Legislature a notation as to any tax enhancement programs that have been
approved by the county commissioners.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-920)

374


akazilionis
Highlight


Joint Standing Committee on Taxation

This amendment requires the fiscal administrator of the unorganized territory to.include information about economic
development districts in the unorganized territory in the administrator's annual report. The amendment also corrects an
error in the amount of county reimbursement for services requested by Aroostook County.

Enacted Law Summary

LD 2270  An Act To Change the Formula for Calculation of the Motor Vehicle ACCEPTED ONTP
Excise Tax REPORT
Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted
ONTP MAJ
OTP-AM MIN i
This bill reduces the motor vehicle excise tax in f}‘e first year and the 8th and su sen“epf years, increases the tax in the 211d

average than when the current formula was adopted.

LD 2274  An Act To Amend the Municipal Tree Growth Reimbursement Formula PUBLIC 639
Sponsor(s) ‘ Committee Report ‘ Amendments Adopted
OTP-AM H-952

This bill amends in 2 ways the law regarding the distribution of reimbursement to the municipalities to partially cover the
property tax losses they experience as a result of the tree growth tax program. First, the bill adjusts the statewide
appropriation for reimbursement purposes to reflect the education subsidy impacts of tree growth enrollments, rather than
adjusting each municipality's individual reimbursement as is done under the current system. Second, the bill establishes
each municipality's share of the total municipal reimbursement appropriation on the basis of 3 data inputs:

1. The number of acres enrolled in the program in the municipality;

2. The difference between the tree growth acreage rates and the local or regional undeveloped acreage; and

3. The municipality's full value mill rate.

Committee Amendment "A" (H-952)

This amendment deletes langoage that is inconsistent with the changes in the bill and inserts language in the definition of
"reduced tree growth valuation” that was inadvertently omitted.

Enacted Law Summary
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