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STATE OF MAINE 
123RD LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR & FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

ENACTED LAWS 

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws summarizes all bills and adopted 
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the Second Regular or First Special Sessions 
of the 123r<l Maine Legislature. 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee, and within each committee by LD number. 
The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill 
title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject index is included 
with each committee. The appendices include a summary of relevant session statistics, an index of all 
bills by LD number and an index of enacted laws by law type and chapter number. 

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various 
categories of final action are as follows: 

CON RES XXX... ............................. Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO A GREE .... .......................... Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES..... . ........................................... House & Senate disagree; bill died 
DIED IN CONCURRENCE ........... One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT. .................................... Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 
EMERGENCY.......................... . ........................................... Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ..................... Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote 
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE. ................................................... Bill failed to get majority vote 
FAILED MANDA TE ENACTMENT........... . ... Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote 
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY.. .. Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died 
IN DEF PP.............................. . ... .................... Bill Indefinitely Postponed; bill died 
ONTP (or Accepted ONTP report) .......... Ought Not To Pass report accepted; bill died 
P&S XXX .......................... Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law 
PUBLIC XXX......... . ............................................. ...... Chapter# of enacted Public Law 
RESOLVE XXX. ............ ................................. Chapter# offinally passed Resolve 
UNSIGNED .................................................................................................................... Bill held by Governor 
VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................... Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the Second Regular Session (R2) is 
June 30, 2008. The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Special Session (SI) 
is July 18, 2008. 1 The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure is specified in the 
enacted law summary for those bills. Any bill summarized in this document having an LD number less 
than 1932 was a bill carried over from the First Regular Session of the 123r<l Legislature. 

1 The session m which each law was enacted or finally passed (R2 or S 1) is included in Appendix C. 



Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services 

LD 2172 Resolve, To Achieve Universal Blood Lead Level Screening of Maine 
Children 

Sponsor(s) 

CONNOR 
BRANNIGAN 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-861 

RESOLVE 186 

This bill expands the lead poisoning assessment and blood level testing program to require annual testing of children under 
6 years of age and eliminates the exception that provides discretion to the provider of primary health care. It retains the 
exception for a parent or guardian who objects on the grounds of sincerely held religious or philosophical beliefs. It 
requires evidence of blood lead level screening for enrollment in public school in this State. It requires a school 
superintendent to keep records of blood lead level assessment status and to report to the Commissioner of Education and 
the Director of the Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention within the Department of Health and Human Services 
regarding the blood lead level assessment status of children entering school. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-861) 

This amendment replaces the bill with a resolve. The amendment directs the Department of Health and Human Services, 
Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention to identify areas of high risk of having children with elevated blood lead 
levels, to attempt to achieve universal blood lead level screening for certain children, to report annually to the joint 
standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human services matters and to report with the 
Department of Education on the feasibility of including blood lead level assessment information in school records of 
PnrollPrl rhilrlrPn. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2007;H1apter 186 .. dire~ts the Departirien.t ofHe~ilth and Human Services~ Maine Center for DiseaseS?n.troiti~~ 
Pr~'{entio11to identify.!reas. ofllighriskof having ~~ildren '\'.Vith elevated.1'1ood lead levels, to attempt to ~hiev~ ~iersal 
blood lead level screening for certain children~ t() report annually to the joint standing committee of the Legis,laturehaving 
jurisdictip1:1 9verhealth and human .. ~eJ;Vices matters and to report with thel)epartment of Education on the fe,3:sibility of 
includin.g; lJlo()(t, lead foyel assessment information sch9ol records of enrolled children. · 

LD 2193 An Act Regarding Clinical Review of Certain Requests for Involuntary 
Mental Health Treatment 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report Amendments Adopted 

OTP-AM H-886 

S-445 

PERRY A 

PUBLIC 580 
EMERGENCY 

This bill provides a process for a clinical review panel to review and make a determination regarding involuntary mental 
health treatment for a person who is involuntarily committed to a state mental health institute or a designated nonstate 
mental health institution. The bill applies the same standards for ordering involuntary treatment as are currently applied by 
the District Court when a request for involuntary treatment is made as part of an application for involuntary commitment 
under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 34-B, section 3864, subsection 7-A. The bill provides for notice, a clinical review 
panel procedure and a decision by the clinical review panel. The clinical review panel includes at least one member who is 
licensed to prescribe medication relevant to the patient's treatment. The bill specifies patient rights, including the right of 
assistance by a lay advisor or attorney and the right to attend meetings of the clinical review panel, to review documents 
reviewed by the panel, to question persons providing information to the panel, to present witnesses and to appeal decisions 
made in a designated nonstate mental health institution to the director of the Office of Adult Mental Health Services within 
the Department of Health and Human Services and to appeal all decisions to the Superior Comi. The bill specifies that the 
maximum time period for an 
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Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services 

order of involuntary treatment is 120 days or the length of commitment, whichever is shorter, unless altered by review or 
order of the Superior Court on appeal or agreement of the patient's primary treating physician and the patient. 

Committee Amendment "A" (S-445) 

This amendment incorporates a fiscal note. 

House Amendment "A" (H-886) 

This amendment clarifies that involuntary treatment is limited to medication for mental illness and medication to manage 
side effects. 

Enacted Law Summary 

f>ublic Law ~007, chapter.~8~ pi-oyides a PfO~sfora din~a(reyie'\V J?anel t<> review a.ndmake a detelWllation regarding 
ill)'9tlll;tary111enw h~1thi~e~ttn~t f g{a person '\VllO Js ~yolU11tarily C()tnilli~ t9 •. a.~tate111erlt3:l healtb.insti'!~.or.i ..••. 
4esigrtatoo. llO~tate I11e11tal,h~alth mstitutionl 1'he1a.\\'. defules m~ntalll~alth trea.tment asmedj<;ations. for me11uu1It11ess . 
and·lab()ratorytestingarid medi<;ati9nformanagingt4e side ~ffects. ·.The law applies th~sa111estaridardsfor()r-0erin~ 
invoJuntary trea.tine11tas.are cul!entI~.applie4 ~yth~ I)~tricty()lll't. \\'hen.a reqllest for involuntary .. treatm.enti,s. ma-4e as 
pa.rt <>fan applictiti<>11 ·for i11y9l1111~~ry com~~e11tu.n<ler the l\!ai11~. Reyifed ~t1r~tes, J)tl7 34"13, ~~ction ~~~f, subs~c,ti?11 
~.""~··.Jb.ef~\YP;fC>yide~.f()fll()~~···~ccili111~afr~ewp3:1!e\proc~ttre~dadecision.btthe:dinica.lreview]?artet·•l'11~.\·?, 
C~lCafreview pa11el i11cludes <1-t 0l~tonlmember'\VhO is.lfcens(Xtt() 1;1re~cribe llledic.ition;r~l<.;yant to the pati~t's ?<{} . 
trea§ieA~· ~~la\y' s~.~ifi~s pafa~nlrightsi includingth~·right.ofa~sis~yebYafayadvisoror att<miey~d th,! !figl1ttoc\, 
a~~ llleetings 9f the clit1isaI rt!'1i~panel, to. reviewd9cum~ts reyie\\'ed pythe pa.11el, toquesti{)l} p(!rsons:P:1;0'1iding.,\ 
information to th~ ~anel,.to present witnesses andJo ap~tdesisions,Illade in .ll~~signat~11onstate 111entld ~~~t( •• ·>···· 
instiftltion t9 the direct6tof the Offic~ of 1;\d11lt Ivlental H~lth Servises wi~in tn;e D~artmenrof Health and Huntan, \ 
$eryices ~dtoappea1 all decisio11s to the. Superior C:ourt. The la~ specifie~ that themaximu111 time period ft'>r a11 order of 
inVol~tiu"y treatm.~ntis. tiO~)'S {){ th~length {)f<,Oµnt1i1n:e11t~ M'~ic~e:'~lS ~~{)rt~r.~n1essaltered· by re,yiewor Order.of• 
the Superior Court on appeal or1agreement of the.patient's primarytteating pliysician.and the patient · · · · 

('' ', ,,' ,,' ' '\ 

'' ,:",> 

Public Law 20Q7; cllapter 580 

''.-<J/': .·'·,::·,:-:( \,,,',, ','>:(:r'\ ': , , ,):;,'::;-.,\ ,, 

\;iU(1'\;L\,,U as an emergen.H111easur;;ftective Ap~l 8,2008. 

LD 2218 An Act To Protect Children from Hazardous Lead-based Paint 

Sponsor(s) 

CUMMINGS 
MARRA CHE 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

This bill protects children from hazardous lead-based paint. 

Amendments Adopted 

H-921 

PUBLIC 628 

1. The bill authorizes use of the Lead Poisoning Prevention Fund for iead-safe housing and iead-safe renovation 
notification, inspection and enforcement. 

2. The bill amends the provision of law that repeals the lead poisoning prevention fee on July 1, 2011. 

3. The bill requires certain paint retailers, stores and commercial establishments to display posters and make brochures 
available to consumers warning oflead hazards. 

4. The bill clarifies the activities covered by the requirements for residential lead abatement. 

5. The bill provides a mechanism for the Department of Environmental Protection to maintain a registry oflead-safe 
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