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STATE OF MAINE 
123RD LEGISLATURE 

SECOND REGULAR & FIRST SPECIAL SESSIONS 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST OF BILL SUMMARIES AND 

ENACTED LAWS 

This Legislative Digest of Bill Summaries and Enacted Laws summarizes all bills and adopted 
amendments and all laws enacted or finally passed during the Second Regular or First Special Sessions 
of the 123r<l Maine Legislature. 

The Digest is arranged alphabetically by committee, and within each committee by LD number. 
The committee report(s), prime sponsor and lead co-sponsor(s), if designated, are listed below each bill 
title. All adopted amendments are summarized and listed by paper number. A subject index is included 
with each committee. The appendices include a summary of relevant session statistics, an index of all 
bills by LD number and an index of enacted laws by law type and chapter number. 

Final action on each bill is noted to the right of the bill title. The abbreviations used for various 
categories of final action are as follows: 

CON RES XXX... ............................. Chapter# of Constitutional Resolution passed by both Houses 
CONF CMTE UNABLE TO A GREE .... .......................... Committee of Conference unable to agree; bill died 
DIED BETWEEN BODIES..... . ........................................... House & Senate disagree; bill died 
DIED IN CONCURRENCE ........... One body accepts ONTP report; the other indefinitely postpones the bill 
DIED ON ADJOURNMENT. .................................... Action incomplete when session ended; bill died 
EMERGENCY.......................... . ........................................... Enacted law takes effect sooner than 90 days 
FAILED EMERGENCY ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE ..................... Emergency bill failed to get 2/3 vote 
FAILED ENACTMENT/FINAL PASSAGE. ................................................... Bill failed to get majority vote 
FAILED MANDA TE ENACTMENT........... . ... Bill imposing local mandate failed to get 2/3 vote 
NOT PROPERLY BEFORE THE BODY.. .. Ruled out of order by the presiding officers; bill died 
IN DEF PP.............................. . ... .................... Bill Indefinitely Postponed; bill died 
ONTP (or Accepted ONTP report) .......... Ought Not To Pass report accepted; bill died 
P&S XXX .......................... Chapter # of enacted Private & Special Law 
PUBLIC XXX......... . ............................................. ...... Chapter# of enacted Public Law 
RESOLVE XXX. ............ ................................. Chapter# offinally passed Resolve 
UNSIGNED .................................................................................................................... Bill held by Governor 
VETO SUSTAINED ............................................................... Legislature failed to override Governor's Veto 

The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the Second Regular Session (R2) is 
June 30, 2008. The effective date for non-emergency legislation enacted in the First Special Session (SI) 
is July 18, 2008. 1 The effective date for legislation enacted as an emergency measure is specified in the 
enacted law summary for those bills. Any bill summarized in this document having an LD number less 
than 1932 was a bill carried over from the First Regular Session of the 123r<l Legislature. 

1 The session m which each law was enacted or finally passed (R2 or S 1) is included in Appendix C. 



Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry 

LD 2087 directs the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, in partnership with other associations and individuals, to 
study the feasibility of a dock for public use and summer rentals on Mooselook:meguntic Lake to restore public access to 
the lake since the current dock has been privately purchased. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-804) 

This amendment directs the Department of Conservation, rather than the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, to 
study the feasibility of establishing a dock for public use or leasing of slip space on Mooselookmeguntic Lake. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Resolve 2007, chapter 184 directs the Department of Conservation, in partnership with associations and individuals, to 
study the feasibility of establishing a dock for public use or summer .rentals or leasing of slip space on Mooselookmeguntic 
Lake. In undertaking the study, the department is directed to examine possible locations accessible over publicly owned 
lands. 

LD 2171 An Act To Amend the Animal Welfare Laws 

Sponsor(s) 

PIEH 
NUTTINGJ 

Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-965 

H-982 

S-665 

PIEH 

ROTUNDO 

PUBLIC 702 

LD 2171 amends the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 7 to improve the specificity of some of the definitions used in the 
Animal Welfare Act, to provide for a temporary animal shelter, to impose a requirement that breeding kennels display 
kennel license numbers when adve1iising, to add neglect to the crime of cruelty to animals and to strengthen the 
requirements for proper shelter. It amends Title 17 to refine some of the definitions and to strengthen laws pertaining to 
cruelty to animals and shelter requirements. The bill establishes new crimes related to unattended animals in motor 
vehicles and domestic violence against animals. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-965) 

This amendment removes several sections of the bill, revises some sections and adds several others. 

House Amendment "A" (H-982) 

This amendment authorizes the State Controller to advance up to $500,000 from the Board of Pesticides Control account to 
the Animal Welfare Fund ifrequested in writing by the Commissioner of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources. 

Senate Amendment "B" (S-665) 

This amendment removes language that expands the crime of aggravated cruelty to animals to apply to a person who acts 
with criminal negligence. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Public Law 2007, chapter 702 does the following: 

1. Facilitates the collection of registration fees for home-based manufacturers of pet food. 

2. Authorizes the Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources to establish temporary shelters to impound 
animals. 
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Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry 

3. Requires breeding kennels to post their license numbers. 

4. Provides an affirmative defense for various violations of the animal welfare laws for agricultural animals kept in 
compliance with best management practices as. determined by the department. · 

5. Requires a veterinarian to report suspected violations of aggravated cruelty. 

6. Authorizes a law enforcement officer, humane agent or animal control officer.to remove an animal confllled unattended 
in a motor vehicle when the animal is in immediate danger due. to extreme temperature. It requires notification to the 
owner of the animal's removal and provides immunity for an officer removing an animal under the described 
circumstances. 

7 .. Replaces the definition of"pefde~ler'' ,with a.definition 0~'
1seller" for use in the.statutory chapter on the-sall;l ofcats and 

dogs. · 

8. Amends the provisions for a vendor's license to apply todogs andcats under 6 months of age and removes the fee for. 
one vendor's license in .a 12-Dlonth period, but requires the $25 foe for additional licenses in a 12-month period, and 
extends the period for which a vendor's license is valid from 60 days to 90 days. 

9. ··Amends shelter provisions in Title 17 to conform to changes made to Title 7 in the First Regular Session of the 123rd 
Legislature. 

lo~ Authorizes the State Controller to advance up to $500,000 from the Board of Pesticides Control account to the Animal' 
Welfare Fund if requested in writing by the Commissioner of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources. 

LD 2184 An Act To Implement the Recommendations of the Commission To Study 
the Promotion, Expansion and Regulation of the Harness Racing Industry 

Sponsor(s) Committee Report 

OTP-AM 

Amendments Adopted 

H-953 

PUBLIC 611 

LD 2184 is a committee bill authorized under Resolve 2007, chapter 128 and submitted by the Joint Standing Committee 
on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry after receiving the report and recommendations of the Commission To Study 
the Promotion, Expansion and Regulation of the Harness Racing Industry. 

Committee Amendment "A" (H-953) 

This amendment clarifies that the executive director of the State Harness Racing Commission is authorized to present 
evidence in adjudicatory hearings before the commission as part of the executive director's duties for the commission. It 
amends the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 8, section 273 to clarify that a penalty for conducting a race without a license 
only applies when a license is required because pari-mutuel betting is pennitted. It also clarifies that only horses qualified 
to race are subject to out-of-competition testing. It removes the section of the bill that proposes transferring money from 5 
dedicated funds to an account to support laboratory testing. Public Law 2007, chapter 539 includes provisions in Part G to 
fund the operations of the State Harness Racing Commission including laboratory testing. 

Enacted Law Summary 

Pubiic Law 2007, chapter 6ii specifies that the duties of the executive director of the State Harness Racing Commission 
include presenting evidence in adjudicatory hearings before the commission on alleged violations. It requires a trainer 
upon request of the commission to submit a horse for testing to detect prohibited substances. It 
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